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To the Reader. 


CourTtTEous READER, 


> Ama neceſſitated not on- 
® ly to givethec ſome ad- 
=yJ vcriiſcment concerning 
the following diſcouric, 

bur alſo to make ſome Apologie 

for my elf in this my ſo bold un- 

dertaking, as this will be thought 

tobe; and that perhaps cven by 

ſome truly godly ſober Chriſtians 
. and reverend Miniſters of the Go- 
| (pel; to whom it may {cem unit 
+ that ſucha one as I ſhould inter- 
poſe in this Contreverfic concer- 
ning Admiſſion to the Lords Sup- 
per, and that I ſhou!d undertake tro 
make anſwer toa Reverend Door 
A 3 about 
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abour theſe things. And therefore | 

let me intreat thy patience, though 

I ſeem ſomewhat tedious in chis 

Epiſtle by reaſon of the length of 

it. I cruſt ic will not be 1myverti- 

nent nor unprofitable, but helping 

to the following diſcourſe, to free 

my ſelf from blame, and to help 

thee in the right underſtanding of 

| what thou ſhalr read, and of my end 

| [ and aime therein. 

b The truth is, theſe few ſheets | 
were notar firſt intended for pub- 

lique view, but only to be ſent pri- 

1, vately to the reverend Doctor, that 

EF by the anſwer which I hoped he 

84 would return, my ſelf and ſome 

friends of mine might receive ſome 

| ſatisfatiun : but through the im- 

{| portunity of ſome others, to whom 
I imparted my thoughts herein, I 

| am now overcome & perlwaded to 

47 make them publique z but with great 

A diſadvantage, not having time to 

pertet 
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perfet and amplific things ſurable 
ro ſo different an end from what I 
firſt intended, And I contefle I 
have not ſo heedfvlly kept to the 
Doors expreſſions, nor writen 
arouments with that latitude or 
fulneſſe, nor kept tc his method 
orderly as he goes on in a»{wer- 
ing Mr. Humfrey, as I ſhould and 
would have done, if my intent 
at firſt had beento appear in pub- 
lique. But yer I have been as 
carefull as I could in taking his 
ſenſe, and have not omitted any 
thing of moment, which I had oc- 
caſion to inſert and anſwer in my 
own method and way which I pro- 
pounded to my {elf ar firſt, 

And for Mr. Humfreys argyu- 
ments, I have made bur little uſe 
of them, more out of haſte then 
out of any diſſenting from him , 
and chuſing rather to adde to 


what he hath aſſerted and ſtrong-, 
ly 
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ly evinced, then to repeat his own : 
becauſe I have an carneſt drfire 
that this controverſie may be ber- 
ter fifted and more throughly ſear- 
ched into, it being of greater con- 
cernment then moſt even o! thoſe 
that are godly have or do judge 
it to be, tor the ending of the pre- 
{cnt diſtractions and d v ftons in 
this unſetlcd Church. Our being 
d fIatisfied abour Sacramental com- 
munion, hath b.en the grear oc- 
caſton and inſtrumentall cyuſe of 
our contuſions and ditforders ten- 
ding to the Churches deſtru&tion. 
If ſatisfzRion can but bz: given 
in the warrant of free Admiſſions, 
I conceive the only inſtrumenrall 
cauſe of the Churches unſetled- 
nefle will be 1emoved; and no» 
thing will much hinder the falling 
i1 ot Presbyterians and Incepen- 
dents into one way of communt- 
on and diſcipline, eſpecially the 
ortho» 
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orthodox party of both. And as 

for thoſe thar dery our Baprifinc, 
Church and Minſtry, as Artich:i- 
ſttan, there is licrilE hope of gaining 

their return. 1 deſire it may be 
urro ſome fo'cmn and ſcrio''s de- 


te impaitially; For alt:ough 
the principles comimitred to confi- 
deration in th: enſwng diſcourle, 
be ſomew har againſt the common 
ſtream, yet T have ſome hope they 
may be'a means to' diſcover ſoite 
common miſtakes, with ſuch g'im- 
mering of rationall and Scriprure 
light, as better heads may makero 
ſhine more bright in the Chriſti- 
an world. ' I took to be cenſured 
for this my preſumprtion' in diſſen- 
ting from thi common interpreta- 
tions of ſeverall Scriptures; and 
afſerrmg, fome ' things” againſt rhe 
judgement, of! many” or moſt Di- 
vines and 'godly' Chriſtians, who 


will be* rcady to obje& againſt me 
a and 
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Firſt, by con{cſſing that this ve- 
ry thing of diſſenting trom ſo ma- 
ny learned and godly, hath been a 
oreater barre in my way, then any 
oround of | Scriprure or ſtrength 
of argument I cver heard or have 
ſcen trom any godly man, And 
weic the Church ina well ordered 
ſetled ſtate, I had rather choſen in 
ſome lcfler things to erre with the 
Church, then dare to do any thing 
that might break the peace and 
order of the fame. Bur in an unſetled 
diſorderly condition of the Church 
aS it is now with us ; all things in 
the Church being now upon the 
brinck of confuſion and ruinc; it 
concerns even cvery private mem- 
ber to ſhew himſelf, and ro, con- 
tribute his mite toward : the con= 
ſervation of the whole, In vain 
| do 
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do we look to have the cftc&s and 
conſequences, our diviſions, brea- 
kings and ſeparations to ceale, while 
the moſt ſober and godly nouriſh 
them in their riſe and caufe. The 
ſame principles maintained by the 
godly in tlic Bilhops rimes, would 
as neceſlarily have run us into the 
ſame ſeparations and diviſions, had 
not the ſeverity of diſcipline put a 
reſtraint to our exceſſe from the 
ſame or like miſtakes. 

Secondly, I deny that this free 
admiſſion pleaded tor,is altogether 
novell or anew thing. 'For did not 
our firſt reformers maintain a free 
Admiſſion, nay command 2 gene- 
rall obſervance of the Supper of 
the Lord three times in the year at 
leaſt, under ſome puniſhment to 
be inflicted for unneceſſary neg» 
Ie, grounded ( I conceive) from 
the equity of the Law of the Paſſes» 
over, Numb. g. and the command 
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of Jeſus Chriſt ; Dothis in remem» 
branec of m:. And will any ſay | 
that our firſt reformers were not | 
godly and learned men? Ir's rrye 
they urged it not till Church mem- 
bers -were of years of diſcretion, 
and not under Church cenſure ; 
and required that all ſhould learn 
the Lords Prayer, the Creed, and 
the Ten Commandements, &c. 
which would be now eafaly yecl- 
ded to, in order to the Sacra- 
ment. 

Thirdly, do not Proteſtant god- 
ly writers, in all reformed. Chur- 
ches, maintain infant Baptiſme up- 
on Covenant relation, in that the 
children of Chriſtians by birth pri- 
viledge, are really members of the 
Church; and; (6 eſtcemed. to, bg 
as truly as thoſe that by nature are 
aliens, and admitted yypon their | 
profeflion of faith? And is not | 
there the ſame realon for the in- | 
© « | joyment 
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joyment of the other Sacrament of 
rhe Supper, being of years, and 
already admitted members 2 ſhould 
not thefe have as much ,priviledge 
as thoſe that come in as-proſelytes 
of Diſciples by preaching of the 
Word ? Where do we finde that 
any were received to Baptiſme, 
and yer denied the Supper? or 
what efſentiall difference is there 
betwcen Baptiſme and the holy 
Supper, that the ſame profeſſion 
that fiis for the one, will not ſerve 
for the other, bcing perſons of 
years * The Bloud of Chriſt cru- 
cified is repreſented in both for 
remiſſton of ſins, 4.2. 37. And by 
conſent of all, both feal to the fame 
Coveninr, in which the unregene- 
rate, as well as the regenerate,are-in- 
cluded and concerned 3 and that as 
well when grown to years,as intheir 
minority: they adhering to the ordi- 
nary means of grace as wel as others, 
a 3 s. that 


& we 
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that they may. obtain the bleſſings 
of the Covenant promiſed and 
ſealed by the Sacrament. And 1 
think the wofull conſequences, and 
runnings out into ſuch exorhitances 
amongſt the godly in theſe times, 
may make intelligent ard ſober 
men (ſenſible of their own incon- 
ſiſtences and interfeering in things 
concerning the Sacraments. Sup- 
pole theunregenerate in the Church 
nct baptized till grown to years, 
could that diſcovenant or dilmem- 
ber them, it not being their own 
faulr, bur the fault of their parents ? 
might not ſuch challenge their pri- 
viledge of thatChurch in which S&T 
were born members, by vertue of 
that memberſhip meerly their 
memberſhip not being an fect or 
conſequent of Baptiſm, but Baptiſm 
a conſequent priviledge of mem- 
berſhip : though I confeſle it's true 
of aliens, they are formally inſtalled 
into 


AS 
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into memberſhip in the Church by 
Baptiſme upon their profeſſion of 
faith. 

Fourthly, 'did not all godly Mi- 
niſters in the Biſhops time, thar 
were for conformity, adminiſter 
the Sacrament to all, without ex- 
cluding any * and ſhall we judge 
that they praQtiſed againſt their 
judgement and conftience ? 

Miſt:zke me not, good Reader, 
whoſoever thou art, as if I did in- 


- dulge, or labour to foſter any in 


their grofle ignorance, by the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe cr any th ng there- 
in z orthe floth and not profiting 
under the means; or thar I plead 
for a diſpenſation for the protane 
and ſcandalous in the Church: 
poor creatures ! they ſhall know it - 
one day to their coſt (it they repent 
not) what it is to abuſe the grace 
of Goly adminiſtrations, and to neg- 
Ic the means of their ſalyation. 

a 4 God 
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To the Reader, 
God will he (anRified by ar in all 
he admits to. come neer hims and 
all his holy ordinances are a ſweet 
ſ{xvour to him, in them that periſh 
as well :$in them that arc faved in 
rhe ule thereof. 

Moſt terrib'e things are yritten 
of them that have the lighr and 
walk in darknefſe, that have the 
means to know and do, an1 yet 
will cot, but remain both 4g- 
norant and diſobedient ro the 
Goſpell of Jeſus Chriſt. Dread- 
full will be the doom of all thoſe 
that have had their reſidence atthe 
tcaft of fat things of the Goſpell, 
and ſhall be found without the wed- 
ding garment at the laſt. Therefore 
T ſhall defire and intrear all to take 
hecd of this, and to ſubmit them- 
{elves to thoſe that are over them 
in the Lord; as to them that are 
appointed by Jeſus Chriſt to watch 
over their ſouls, as they that muſt 
give 
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give account thereof. . I (ay, letme 
perſwade you to be willing to be in» 
ſtrucegd.catechized and tried ; refuſe 
no means that tends to your edifi- 
cation, ipſtrution and 1alvarion, I 
beſeech you : I know ' your igno- 
ranc» and unan{werab'e walking to 
the rules of the Goſpell is ſuch,thar 
moſt- are unwilling to go to their 
Miniſter to be ex:mined and ad- 
moniſhed in privatc, in order to 
the Sacrament. 1, but remember 
you muſt be brought to a ſtricter 
ſearch and account before you can 
be ſaved: And if you be unwilling 
togive an account of your faith and 
hope thar is in- you to your Mini- 
ſter, that would incourage yow in 
your Chriſtian profeſſion, andrake 
ſuch adyantages to inſtru& you 
and confirm you in the grounds. and 
practiſe of Chriſtianity z what 
would you do, if a perſecuting 
enemy to the Proteſtant Religion 
ſhould 
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ſhould put you upon the renoun- 
cing of the true Religion, and tur- 
ning Turk or Papiſt,z or elſe be 
put todeath, as hath been a com- 
mon lot ot the profeſſors of the 
Chiiſtian Religion in moſt ages 
ſince the coming of Chriſt * Oh 
be rot ſuch ſtrangers to your Pa- 
ſtours that labour among you z what 
ſhall they be appointed ro bring 
your ſouls to heaven, and will you 
1.0t acquaint thera with your igno- 
rance and other wants ar.d doubts 
which a'e impcdim:nts in your 
way? Would you be more frequent, 
friendly and familiar with your Pa- 
ſtours, you would not be afraid to 
have conference with them in things 
concerning Gods Kingdome and 
the good of your own ſouls. Let 
not (good Reacer) ſhame of thy 
ignorance, hinder thee from pre- 
ſcnting thy ſelf to be proved and 


taught in order to the Sacrament. 
For 
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For ignorance continued in under 
the means of knowledge is damna- 
ble. Barren branches of the true 
vine ſhall be cut cf and burn. d. 
Remember the barren fig-tree, 
Though as yet thy profiting hath 
not been aniverable tothe coſt ard 
charge God hath been at, or his 
grace, mercy, gooInefſe and pati- 
ence toward thee do require; yet 
now let the patience and goodnefle 
of God, fo long abuſed , lead 
thee to repentance, and inquiring 


_ after him. Let not ſenſe of thine 


own ignorance make thee rather 
torbear tle Sacramert, then go to 
thy Miniſter ro te better intormed : 
bur rather implead tl y right, and 
come and do thy honiage and ſer- 
vice as well :s thou canſt, though 
rot fo well as thou ſhouldRt. Pur 
caſe thou be judged unfit to come 
to the. Sacrament; yer follow on, 
doubling thy deſires and endevours 
to 
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to reccive as farre as thou canſk, If 
thou be defired to forbear untill 
the next Sacrament, let it Humble 
thee, but not diſcourage thee that 
being better prepared, thou mayeſt 
expect a greater bleſſing. Bur if 
thou art bear off with delaics, wait 
and be aſpeRator of thy blecding 
Saviour, ſet forth eaher betore 
thine eyes by inſtituted frenes of 
Bread and Wine : and if thou maiſt 
not take and cat in remembrance 
that Chriſts bloud was ſhed for 
many for remiſhon of ſins, and to 
ſave ſinners by giving them grace 
and glory; yet let me perſwade 
thee to give thy preſence, to hear 
and fee in that remembrance : thou 
knowcſt not bur thar the fight of 
ſuch an obje, the eftet of love 
and bleedinz bowels may melt thy 
heart, and dyaw thy ſoul after him 
thy mercifull Redeemer, it not be- 
ing thy fault thou docſt not adtu- 
ally 
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; allyrgceive. Be it ſo thatthouarr 


{till repulied, as like to eat and 
drink judgement to thy (ef ; yet ler 
not that affright thee from rhe or- 
dinance of Chriſt, ſo long as thou 
art art a viſible ſubjeR in his King- 
dome. Plead thy duty and homage, 
how thou art obliged to,Chriſt in 
this obſervance : and ſay, thou a't 
ſo well perſwaded of the good- 
nefſe of Chriſt in all that he com- 
mands his ſubjects, that thou wilt 
humbly venture upon his mercy, 
in doing thy duty as thou art abl&. 
Bur I ſhall commend thee tq the cn; 
ſuing: diſcourſe for further know- 
ledge of 'thy duty, and-pleading 
thy right,” during thy priviledge of 
poſttive Church memberſhip. 
And in the laſt place I ſhall inall 
humility offer a tew words to the 
reverend ' Miniſters of God, as a 
means to quench the preſent flames 
thax are in the Ch Chriſt-in 
England, Firſt, 
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Firſt, let me beſcech you not ro | 
urge upon your people any practiſc 
under neceſſity of duties of worſhip, 
cither publique or private, that 1s 
not evidently commanded, or at 
leaſt deducted from the clear and 
genuine ſenſe of holy Scripture by 
neceſſary, conſequence. 

Secondly, labour ſo to agree 
among your ſelycs in the main c(- 
ſentials of Doctrine, Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, that in every place there 
may be a preaching and holding 
forth of the ſame things in all, 

Thirdly, condeſcend to the mea- 
reſt of your people, with an cquall 
reſpe in all your miniſteriall ad- 
miniſtrations, both publique and 
private, that none may be diſcou- 
raged, nor any indulged inan evill 
Way. 

Fourthly, be as watchfull of thoſe 
that are inclined to an inordinate 
zcalin the ſmaller marters of Re» 
ligion, 
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ligion, as of thoſe that expreſle bur 
lictle zeal at all in Gods worſhip. 

Fifthly, allow the worſt of your 
people the ticle of Chriſtians, belce- 
vers, members, and a!low them all 
other externall priviledges which of 
right are theirs 1n regard of their re- 
lative ſtate, as they are ſuch - yer 
deal faithfully with them, as tou- 
ching their reall ſtate in order to 
their eternall weal or woe. 

Sixthly, decline ( as much as may 
be) novelty and variety in proteſſ- 
on, catechiſmes, and all cflentials 
of publique worſhip; that your 
people may more willingly adhere 
toyou, and give youthe greater ad- 
vantage to advance the Chriſtian 
Religion among them. 

Laſtly, What in you lies reſtore 
with the ſpirit of mcekneſle, in your 
private admonitions,weak brethren, 
that through infirmiry fall;8 do not 
exaſperate any w® pulpit inveRtions, 
unleſle 
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unleſſe it be in caſe of known obſti- 
nicy. Bur I ſhall leave all to your 
charitab'e conſtruction and. tober 
apprehenſion of what I do here of- 
fer to your conſideration... IT am-a 
poor worm, and look ro be deſpiſed 
tor medling with things our of my 
ſpheare : but I ſee it's the common 
lot ofthe moſt learned in theſe'times 
ro be reproached, and therefore I 
{hall the berrer bear ir, though for 
this my vindicating of Mr. Humnfrey 
from reproach, I be the more re- 

roached: I am ſorry his principles 
be not vindicated from the'reverend 
Doctors exceptions and. objections 
by a better pen then his, 


Who is thy humble ſervant,breathing 
after the ſimplicivy- of! truth, 
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The Barre to free Ad- 
miſſion to the LORDS 
SUPPER removed. 


EEting wich a Book called 
A Barre to free Admiſſion to. the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 


written by DoCtor Drake, in anſwer to 
Mr. Humphrey, and having diligently 
read both, 1 tinde that even good men 
are to0 apt to reprove one another in 
things controverred betwixt them; 
which ought not ſo to be. As for 
Mr. Humphreys vindication of free ad- 
miſhon (as he ſtates, bounds and han- 
dles it) itſeems to me more rationall 
and clear, then to deſerve ſo many 
harſh expreſſions from the reverend 
Door, as he hath ler flip ; whether in 
haſte, or more defiberatcly, I leave to 
himſelf to coniider. | Sure lam, ſome 
words might better have been ſpared, 
then ſopubliſhed in print w the world, 
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The Barre to free Adm 


iſſion 


it being not yet determined whether 
Mr, Humphreys diſcourſe be untrue or 
no, though diſpurable with the DoQor 
(it ſeems ) whether it be more full of words 
or untiuthes, which is very uncharitable 
and unbcotherly dealing; but I forbear, 
Both the revercnd DoQtor and Mr. Hum- 
prey are Gentlemen 1 am altogether 
unacquainted with, whoſe gifrs & lear- 
ned abilities I yet much reverence, and 
wiſh this poor diſtrafted Church may 
never want ſuch officers to rule and 
feed her in the Lord, as the meaneſt of 
then) be. It's an unhappy controverſie 
I confeſſe, and lictle caule there is to 
take content in theſe debates: yet as 
times are, it hath need of ſcanning and 
ſifting ; becauſe much of the unity and 
welbeing of the nationall Church de- 
pends upon the right ftating and clea- 
ring of this Queſtion; our doubts 
and ſcruples concerning the holy 
Supper, having upon the matter un- 
ſerledall. Some miſtakes about admiſ- 
fion thereto, have run thouſands into 
faftion, ſchiſme, and ſeparation, under 
a zeal of ſeparating the Precious from 
the Vile, of withholding the childrens 
bread from dogs,of preſerving the Ordi- 
nNances pure,&c, The premiſes are good, 
ColN* 
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conducing much to «icturmationg, were 
they not milapplycd in reſpect of per- 
{ons, and in retpect of the right way, 
and means of putting them in executi- 
on, as things now ſtand, as I beleeve ic 
will appear they are, by this tollow- 
ing diicourſe; wherein I ſhall ende- 
vour to vindicate that lictle Traft of 
Mr. Humphrey from the DoCtorg un- 
brotherly dealing with him, according 
ro my meaſure and meannefſſe. Nor 
that I intend an orderly and exa&t 
reply to every particular (which nci- 
ther my capacity nor occaltions of my 
laborious calling will] bear) bur co 
undermine his chictcſ ſtrength, paſſing 
by the reſt. 

And firſt of all, for the Text which 
Mr. Humphrey dclive's his diſcourſe 
upon, though he may be tought not 
ſo happy in his choice of it in order 
to what he inlifteth on, (as having ra- 
thera ſound then a true and full ſenſe 
of the queſtion and point concluded) 
yet I doubt not but the diſcourſe will 
(as to the ſubſtance thereof) be war- 
ranted by other Scriptures. 

And for Judas his receiving or not re- 
ceiving,l look not upon it as clearly ar- 
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it being not yet determined whether 
Mr. Humphreys diſcourſe be untrue or 
no, though diſpurable with the Door 
(it ſeems) whether it be more full of words 
or untruthes, which is very uncharicable 
and unbcotherly dealing; but I forbear, 
Both the reverend DoQor and Mr. Hum- 
prey are Gentlemen 1 am alrogether 
unacquainted with, whoſe gifts & lear- 
ned abilities I yet much reverence, and 
wiſh this poor diſtrafted Church may 
never want ſuch officers to rule and 
fced her in the Lord, as the meaneſt of 
them be. It's an unhappy controverſie 
I confeſlſe, and lictle cauſe there is to 
take content in theſe debates: yet as 
times are, it hath need of ſcannifig and 
ſifting ; becauſe much of the unity and 
welbeing of the nationall Church de- 
pends upon the right ftating and clea- 
ring of this Queſtion; our doubts 
and ſcruples concerning the holy 
Supper, having upon the matter un- 
ſerledall. Some miſtakes about admiſ- 
fron thereto, have run thouſands into 
fattion, ſchiſme, and ſeparation, under 
a zeal of ſeparating the Precious from 
the Vile, of withholding the childrens 
bread from dogs,of preſerving the Ordi- 
nances pure,&c,The premiſes are good, 
colN* 
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conducing much to icturniation, were 
they not milapplyed in reſpe&t of per- 
{ons, and in reſpect of the right way, 
and means of putting them in executi- 
on, as things now ſtand, as I beleeve ic 
will appear they are, by this tollow- 
ing diſcourſe ; wherein I ſhall ende- 
vour to vindicate that lictle Traft of 
Mr. Humphrey from the DoCtors un- 
brotherly dealing with him, according 
ro my meaſure and meanuefſe. Nor 
that I intend an orderly and exa& 
reply to every particular (which net- 
ther my capacity nor occalions of my 
laborious calling wil] bear) bur co 
undermine his chictcſ ſtrength, paſſing 
by the reſt. 

And firſt of all, for the Text which 
Mr. Humphrey delive:'s his diſcourſe 
upon, though he may be tloughr not 
ſo happy in his choice of it in order 
to what he inlifteth on, (as having ra- 
thera ſound then a true and full ſenſe 
of the queſtion and point concluded) 
yet I doubt not but the diſcourſe will 
(as to the ſubſtance thereof) be war- 
raated by other Scriptures. 

And for Judas his receiving, or not re- 
ceiving,l look not upon it as clearly ar- 
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gumentative one way or other. Nej- 
ther do I think that firft prelident, with- 
out the ſupply of other Scriptures, 
would make much tor or againtt us in 
this matter, they being Apoſtles only 
that then reccived, whule vufhce in the 
Church is now ceaſed. 

In ſhort, I ſhall not go about to de- 
tend every quotation or aſſertion in 
Mr. H. Book, nor to clear him from 
{ome inconliſtences pointed” out by the 
reverend Do@or ; it's ſufhcient that he 
hath made good the main thing afſer- 
ted : namely, That all Church members of 
years, and und:r Church: indulgence ( not 
rig tly e xcommunicated) may come freely to 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

His free Admilhon is limited with 
exceptions of infants, ' diſtracted, the 
excommunicated, and he might ſay, the 
drunk. 

Now the Door faith, That by the 
ſame reaſon that he excepts theſe, we may 
may except the groſly ignorant and ſcandalous 
in the Church. 

Concerning which this twofold in» 
quiry is made, 

1. Whether Church members of 
years, having the exerciſe of ceaſon, be- 
ing 
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ing ignorant, be as uncapable of the 
Sacrament as Infants or diſtraught ? 

2. Whether ſcandalous members un- 
der Church indulgence, may be equally 
debarred this Church priviledge with 
the regularly excommunicated ? 

To the * nn of theſe the Doftor 
ſaith,. That the groſly. ignorant are as 'un- 
eapable to examine? themſelves, and di(cerne 
the Lyrds body as Infants, ant therefore as 
juſtly to be excepted ayainſt : nay more, 
becauſe Infants and diſiranght may have the 
grace of the covenant really, the other not. 

To which | anſwer ; what the ſecret 
working of the Spirit may be in 
ſuch comes not within the Chuiches 
cogniſance to inquire, but what is 
agreeable to the revealed will of God ; 
and then it any of years, being baptized 
& profeſling the true religion be in the 
ſame incapacity as Intants or diftrafted, 
it's true there is the ſame exception 
againſt them, otherwiſe not. For 
mine own part, | never knew any of 
years but could take and eat and drink 
of the conſecrated {ignes reverently and 
orderly according to the inſtitution, 


.as to the externals of that (ervice, which 


the (tate of Infants is uncapable of. 
B 3: -. And 
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And mad men would indanger tbe 
abule of the holy lignes, by their un- 
decent and unreverent demeanour- in 
thoſe neceſſary a&ts vf communion and 
worſhip. Andit muſt be granted that 
perſons at years are not under that 
naturall incapacity that infants are, in 
order to the outward form of worſhip, 
Neither are Intants as ſuch under the 
obligation of precepts of wor{Kfip, as 
grown perſons in the Church are. 
Nor can it be reaſonably imagined, 
that ſuch a ſtate of perſons in the 
Church ſhould be admitted a&nally to 
receive, that in the diſcretion of the 
Church are no proper objefts ot 
Church cenſures, in point of offending, 
which grown perſons in the Church are 
though never fo ignorant. And what 
though the Doftor ſay, he can teach a 
ehilde of three or four years old, as much or 
more then ſome of our people at years bave 
learned all theiy life time? A Parrat may 
be; taught to ſpeak words : but can he 
make ſuch children rationally under- 
fand what they are taught, and cxer- 
ciſe devotion from a principle of con- 
ſcience, in reference to religious wor- 
ſhip? as in charity we may hope of 
grown ones according to that _ 
they 
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they know ; which may be conceived 
by their deſires after it, and their de- 
meanour in the Sacramentall ations. 
Moreover, I doubt not but the Doctor 
or any other Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
may in a ſhort time, inform the igno- 
rant among their people, ſo as to make 
them capable of diſcerning the Lords 
body ; and to eat and drink lawfully, 
in the Apoſtles ſenſe, though not in the 
ſenſe I ſhall give account of hereafter. 
All which being laid together, I con- 
ceive that Church members of years 
moſt ignorant are not ſo uncapable of 
the Satraucyr, as Infants or mad men 
are: and therefore the ſame or like 
ground of excepting againſt the one, 
will not <qually reach the other, And 
then the DoCtors oft: n retorting Mr. H. 
exception, doth rather diſcover weak- 
nefſe, then adde any ſtrength to the 
cauſe, This tothefirſt inquiry, 

As for the other, namely, whether 
the ſcandalous members under Church 
indulgence, may be equally debarred 
this Church priviledge with the regu- 
larly excommunicated, I do not figde 
the Doftors judgement ſo expreſly de- 
livered ; but he ſeems to debar ſuch 
| B 4 f&om 
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from the Sacrament. But ſure to debar 
Church members ſcandalous their ex- 
ternall priviledge during Church in- 
dulgence, and toleration, they being 
under triall or otherwiſe, is contrary 
to the judgement and praftiſe of the 
independent Churches, and ſeems ir- 
rationall and unjuft to execute before 
a judiciall triall and ſentence. 

I confeſle I am unſatisfied with their 
proceedings (as Pregbytered,) toward 
Church members of years admitted. 

1. They ſet up an Elderſhip whoſe 
office is very duubtfull, too doubttfull 
to aſſume and exerciſe the keyes of 
Chriſts Kingdome ( eſpecially where 
there is no aſſociation of Churches) 
ſo that upon the matter the power of 
ſentence is in the Paftour alone, or in 
thoſe whom Jeſus Chriſt never im- 
powered with the keys at all to binde 
and looſe authoratively. 

2. They ſetup ſuch a way of eriall 
and Church examination ot native 
Church members in order to the Sacra- 
ment (the obſervance whereot is both 
their duty and their priviledge) as no 

word doth warrant, diſcouraging the 
moſt from indeyouring after their _y 
an 
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and-priviledge; {o that upon the matter 
they are left out withour any regular 
caſting out. 

3. They cauſe a carelefle forbearance 
of the Sacrament ; and make their ſu- 
Ipeniiun and excommunicati--n upon 
the matter all one ; and the Door al- 
lowes all preſence at every -ordinance, 
denying only thc att ot receiving tv 
the worlt. 

4. They poſitively ſuſpend Church 
members tor ignorance and fuich like 
wants and cominys ſhort of what they 
ſhould beto God ; tor which there is 
not the leaſt warrant, either of rule or 
pret.deat, in divine writ. 

q- I hey make excommunication l«ſlc 
then it is indeed, +in allowing the «©x- 
communicate preſence in the congrega- 
tigqnart every ordinance : and make it 
more then indeed itis, in diſmembring 
Church. membe:s by it, it being ap+ 
pointed as the laſt remedy to heal di(- 
eaſed members, yot to deſtroy them. 
. They are not, thereby diſmembred, bur 
to be loukc, upon ( faith Mr. Cewdry ) 
as diſeaſed members under cure. 

6, No morepriviledge is allowed to 
Church members not approyed of by 
"TI the 
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the elderſhip (though not yet under 
any poſitive ſentence) then is allow- 
ed to Heathens: and to the excom- 
municate as much of priviledge in the 
ordinancesof the Church is allowed as 
to Heathens. All which upon triall 
will be found to be beſide the rule, 1 
think : and yet ſuch are the conſe- 
quences that flow trom the Do@ors 
own principles and premiſes, in his 
Bar to free admiſſion co the Sacramenr 
of the Lords Supper. 

In the next - oa the Do&or de- 
clares his judgement concerning a 
ſcandalous member of a congregation 
impresbytered preſuming to receive : 
what is to be done in ſuch a caſe: As 
firſt, the Miniſter is to tel] him of the ſinne, 
and deſire him to forbeay ;, if that will not 
do, then to ſhew bim the preſent danger of 
murdering Chriſt, and eating and drinking 
judgement to himſelf, and be bath done his 
duty. 

But then it may be inquired, whe- 
therhe mean only in caſe of common 
fame, the ſcandal] having been pub- 
lick : otherwiſe, I ſuppoſe it will not 
be a time to nominate any members 
finne, or perſon in publique firſt. 

Then 
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Then fſccondly, I queſtion whether 
a ſcandalous member doth neceſlarily 
murder Chriſt, and cat and drink 
judgement to himſelf in the Scripture 
ſenſe, whether the perſon be regene- 
rate or unregenerate: For he may be 
Scandalous, and yet knowing, and able 
to put a difference between com- 
mon bread and the inſtituted figns, 
in order to their end, He might be 
drunk the week before, and yet ſober, 
ſcrious and reverent in the at of re- 
ceiving, and not guilty of the body and 
bloud of Chriſt, nor /eat and drink 
judgement to himſelf in the Do@ors 
ſenſe. 

He often diſtingniſhes of worthy 
Church members and unworthy, ac- 
cording to the judgement of viſibility z 
accounting the regenerate in the 
Church only worthy of admittance, but 
not the other, they not having a per- 
ſonall worthineſſe, muſt neceffarily 
eat and drink unworthily,and ſo judge» 
ment . to themſelves in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe, &c. 

Now becauſe all his conclafions 
feem to bededuRted from meer miſtakes 
and miſapplyings of the Apoſtles _ 
1 09, 
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1 Cor. 11. 20, to the 34. to the great 
perilland danger of the viſible Church. 
of Chriſt,as cauting rents and diviſions 
therein, I ſhall therefore make bold to 
preſent to conſideration theſe neceſſa- 
ry queries in reference to a diſcovery 
ot the moſt probable ſenfe of the place, 
humbly praying the Reader (when 
ever he think of me) tothink feriouſly 
and-impartially of them. 

1. Enquiry is tv be made whether 
the Apoſtle intends any ſuch thing as 
perſona}l worthinefſe, or unworthi- 
nefle in order. to the Sacrament. 

2. Whether 'the unworthineſſe the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks to,were not meerly their 
miſcareiages and attuall offending in 
or about the, externals of Sacramentall 
ations and order., 

3. What were thole (ins that provok'd 
the Lord ſo immediately to puniſh 
them far the preſent, and made them 
liable to be further puniſhed for the 
future. 

4+ Whether they were chaſtiſed for 
unworthineſſe of perſon or other fins 
they were guilry of, before they came 
together to celebrate the holy Sup- 
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"45. What is the remedy the Apoſtle 


preſcribes to that Church to pre- 
vent future judgement, and to enjoy 
preſent benefit. 

6. Whether the unregenerate and moſt 
ignorant perſon profetiing and owning 
the true Religion among them, were 
not in a capacity ſo to ule the remedy, 
as to prevent the judgement and receive 
benefit by the ordinance where God 
gave a bleſling. 

7. Whether the duty of felt-examina- 
tion in order to the Sacrament is not 
to be reſtrained to the premiſes treated 
on In the context. 

8. Whether a careleflc neglc& or in- 
capacity of this duty of ſelf-examina- 
tion betore, do excuſe and give a writ 
ot eaſe trom that precept ot publique 
duty and ſervice, Do this in remembrance 
of me, 

9. Whether there be any thing in the 
inſtitution, nature, cad, language,afti- 
on of the Sacrament in che conrext, 
or elſewhere, INCONFLUOUS to the res 
ceivirg of the unregenerate in the 
Churcir. 

] doubt not but an ingenuvus anſwer 
£0 thele Queries would much moderate 
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the unchriſtian rigour of theſe times 
about Sacramentall communion, if 
not to make the controverlic to ceaſe 
among ſober godly men. And there- 
fore pardon my boldneſſe in adventu- 
ring to preſent to publick view my 
confuſed apprehenſions in an{wer to 
theſe queries, and that wich as much 
brevity as I can. Something muſt be 
done; andit I can diſcover the truth 
or give occafion unto ſome more able 
to doe it, I ſhall blefſe God, and think 
my labour well beſtowed. 

For the firſt, I conceive there is not 
the leaſt hint or ſound of unworthi- 
nefſe of perſons in the Church of 
Corinth ſpoken to by the Apoſtle, in 
reference to the Sacrament, nor are 
they blamed or puniſhed tor their reall 
unworthinefſe as to God, viſible to 
the Church, though it's probable they 
had ſuch amongſt them in that com- 
munion. For in the beginning of this 
Epiſtle, the Apoſtle gives them the 
ticles of theChurch of God, (anfified in 
Chriſt Julus, called to be Saints, &c. 
And of thoſe that were puniihcd for 
profaning the ordinance, the Apoftle 
ſpcaks very hopefully, nay an | 
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ly, that their perſons were juſtified ; 
they were chaſtened of the Lord thar 
they might not be condemned with the 
world. 


But it may be ſaid, The Church of 0bjeg, 


Corinth were all of them, ar leaſt viſibly, 
worthy in reſp«& of their perſons ; and 
therefore their tree admiſſion is no war- 
rant for us, ſeeing many of ours want 
that viſible worthinefſe. And it thoſe 
that were vicibly worthy, did through 
their miſcarriage eat judgement to 
themſelves, what may we think of ours, 
that havenot ſo much as that vilible 
worthinefſe which they had? 


i. I anſwer, It there - be nothing Soluticm 


againſt perſonall unworthinefſe in 
perſons profefling the true religion, in 
te context, in order to the Sacrament, 
then unworthineſſe of perſon in ſuch 
can be no bar againſt them : but the 
former is true, therefore the latter is 
true alſo. 

2. It the Apoſtle upon ſo weighty 
occalion meddle not with their un- 
worthineſſ of perſon, in reference to 
their xeceiving, then neither need we 
to meddle with it : it is ſufficient that 
thoſe we admits be baptized, and of the 
true 


_ ——— — 


. The Bar toffee Admiſſion 


— — — 


erue Religion, under Church indul- 
gence, toentitlethemto all the ordi- 
nances which they are to uſe as means 
vt their ſpiricuall good; they being 
given to the Vvilible Church to that 
very «nd. 

3. Ifour Baptiſme were rightly ad- 
miniſtred according to the Word, then 
ours of years that are of the ſame 
with thum of the Church of C6 
rinth, have as much external! priviledge 
in the Church, as they had, till either 
by Apofalie they fall off, or by the 
right exerciſe ot Diſcipline they be pur 
out. And had we the ſame charity the 
Apoſtle had, we would allow them the 
title of Saints, belecvers, brethren by 
protellion and calling, as they did all 
along. 

For the {ſecond and third Quere, I am 
ſure the Text is clear tor the affirmative, 
namely, that their unworthineſſe was 
mecerly their miſcarriages and auall 
offending about the externals of Sacra- 
mentall ations and order, 

And they did eat and drink unwor- 
thily, nor diſcerning the Lords body, 
and they protaned the holy Ordinance, 
in that they put no difference berween 
their 
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their own ſupper and the Lords Sup- 
per; their own bread and the inſtiru- 
ted figns: And for perſons to make 
the conſecrated figns, appointed by 
Teſus Chriſt to ſpiricuall ends (as in the 
inſtitution) a common or civill thing, 
to pleaſe and ſatisfie the outward man, 
muſt needs be a great evill; and was 
that high and provoking bn for which 
they are there puniſhed, as well they 
might, For indeed it was a {in worſe 
then carrying the Arke of the Cove- 
nant contrary to order ; and yet for 
that the Lord made a breach upon 
them. And Nadeb and Abihu were de- 
ſtroyed for offering ſtrange fire which 
the Lord commanded not : ſo dange- 
rous athing it isnotto come up to,or 
to adde to, orto profane divine inſti- 
tutions. Doubtleſſe the Corinthians were 
very rude,unreverent and diſorderly in 
the preſent obſervance; ſome were 
hungry, and ſome drunk ; ſome had too 
much,and others could get none,or but 
little, as is intimated in the remedy or 
direCtion given to that particular caſe : 
To tarry one for another (as to order) 
and if any hunger, let-him eat at home, 
& not make the holy Supper a meer bu- 
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fineſſe of eating and drinking ; that Þþ 


they come not together to condemna« 
tion, for time to come, as they had 
done betore. 

To the fourth Query,l anſwer, They 
were not chaſtened tor unworthineſſe of 
perſon, or for any other fins they were 
guilty of betore, but tor unworthy 
aftings in the aCt of receiving, or at 
that time. For this cauſe (ome are weaks 
and ſome are ſick, and ſome are fallen afleep; 
that is, for cating and drinking un- 
worthily, contrary to order and decen- 
cy : the which word wnworthily, re- 
{pe&s their manner of doing, notthei: 
perſons, It's no were ſaid, Whoſo eca- 
icth and drinketh being unworthy, is 


- guilty of the body and bloud of the 


Lord. And I think it is no where elſe the 
{language of Scripture to require reall 
worthineſſe of perſon, before they be 
fie to come under precepts of duty and 
ſervice. Doth not Baptiſme lay in- 
gagements upon all to obſerve all thc 
commands of Chriſt? And do this in re- 
membrance of me,is a precept for the bap- 
tizcd of years to obſerve (they being; 
under Church indulgence) otherwilic 
we ſhall be c:iven to queſtion over Bap- 
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tiſme, and chen our Church miniftry ; 
and run mad to the {eparations, or be- 
gin again if we could tell how. 

In the mean time, how injurious to 
Church members doth our ungrounded 
rigour, and private interpretations 
cauſe us to be! 

To the fikt Queric, I ſay, The reme- 
dy is both by inttrution and dire&ion: 
by theſe waies the Apoſtle applics him 
ſelf to them for the cure of their ma- 
ladie, He repeats che firft infticucion, 
comments upon it, the better eo give 
them co underftand the nature,cad and 
uſe of the ordinance, whick before they 
were ignorant of, or did not well con- 
ſider. And having taught them the 
minde of Chriſt, in what was neceffary 
to that ſervice, then he gives dire&ion 
whar they muſt doe. Firft to examine 
themſelves, whether they und&rſtand 
what theſe things of God did mean, as 
they had been taught; and then to 
tarry one for another, that the ordi- 
nance may be carryed on with order, 
decency and reverence, becoming wor- 
ſhip, and then he aCures them they (hall 
not be judged of the ord, 
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To the ſixth Querie, 1 anſwer, The 
Apoſtle intends the remedy ro the good 
of the whole Church, which compre- 
hends every particular member of years 
that did aftually receive, and offend 
therein, And he taught them not any 
ching, but what was eafie to be under- 
ſtood by any reaſonable man owning 
the true Religion among them. He 
dire&ed them not to do any thing, bur 
what was eafie for them to do external- 
ly. And their offending was ſo obvi- 
ous and apparent, that they were eaſily 
convinced, and yeelded to the reproofe, 
Gods blefling concurring with the 
means : andindeed we read no more 
of their offending in that manner af- 
terwards; nor any other Chriſtian 
Charch. 

But they werea Church conſiſting of 
members under better qualifications 
then ours; therefore the ſame remedy 
which was ' ſufficient for them, is not 
ſufficient for moſt of ours. | 

1. Tanſwer, The Apoſtle writing to 
them, That it any man that is called a 
brother, be a fornicator, or covctous, 
or an idolater, ora railer, or a drun- 


kard,or an cxtortioner, With ſuch they 
ſhould 
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ſhould not eat ; intimates, that there 
were ſuch among them that were as bad 
as ours. 

But ſecondly,if we be a true Church, 
& our members we admit true Church 
members,even as theirs, then ours come 
under the ſame rules with them, un- 
lefſe we can finde different rules tor the 
ſame Church in the ſame things and 
reſpe&ts : if not, then ours are under 
the ſame rule in reference to the Sacra« 
ment (untill they be legally cjeted and 
caſt out )- and are bound to a ac- 
cording to- thoſe rules, and that order 
preſcribed, in hope of a bleſſing, even 
the worſt member among us. 


To theſeventh Querie, whether the 
duty of felf-examination in order to 
the ſacrament be not properly to be 
reſtrained to the premiſes treated on in 
the context ; I antwer, That whether it 
be to be extended in this place fo farre 
asmoſt do urge, in reſpe& of their re- 
all ſtate unto God, competent meaſure 
of knowledge in the many fundamen- 
tals of Religion, the having and ating 
every grace neceſſary to ſalvation, &c. 
or to be reſtrained co the particulars 
G3 there 
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chere mentioned; | dare nor peremprto- 
rily determine, though ftrongly incli- 
ned to belceve the latter, Not becauſe 
I chink ſelf-examination touching the 
former may carele{ly be neglefted by 
any z but I queſtion whether the Apo- 
Ele had any reſpe&t thereco in this 
uw in reicrence to the Sacrament : 

caple I conceive the Apoſtle here 
ſutes the remedy to the malady ; and 
that anworthineſle of perſon was not 
any part of malady nor ignorance 
inthe tundamentals of Religion ; but 
their not diſcerning the Lords body, 
and that put thein upon other unwor- 
thy carriages, as is ſhewed before. And 
rherefore as examination is part of the 
remedy preſcribed, it feems to me, 
mok probable, that it properly refers 
to the rule of inftitution, and thoſe 
other direftions given in the con- 
text. 

The eighth Querie is, whether a 
carelelſe negleft ot this private duty 
of fe}f-examination before, do give a 
writ of caſe, and excuſe ſuch negligent 
perſons from the precept of publique 
cnty and ſervice, Do thy iz remembrance 
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To this 1 fay, I cannot conceive how 
the negle& of a private duty, can ex- 
cule any in the negle@ of publick wor- 
(hip,that are Church members of years, 
| under the obligation of all that Chriſt 
| commands, The Apoſtles being ſent to 
preach!and baptize thoſe that received 
their Dofrine (the Dofrine of the 
Goſpell) and cameunder the baptiſme 
of Chriſt, were bound to teach them 
to obſerveall things whatſoever Chrit! 
had commanded ; and info doing they 

had apromile of his preſence, and ble(- 
| img, upon their endevours, And loe I em 
with you alwaies to the end of the worll, 
Mat.28.19,20. What can be more plain, 
except we ſhall fay the obſervance of the 
: Holy Supper, isnone of his commands ? 

L chink Chriſt commands nothing 
for the hurt ofhis viſible ſubjefts, they 
obſerving it according to their preſent 
capacity, Can an inftance be givenin 
b the Old or New Teſtament, of any that 
came under Circumciſion or Bapriſ:ne, 
whether profelyte or native'ot years, 
that as private members were admitted 
| to all other ordinances in the Church; 

and yet were torbidden the nfe of the 
uther Sacrament, the Pafſyyer or the 
C 4 | 01s 
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Lords Supper ? There is but one Law | 
for the ſiranger and home-borne. It 
our Biptiſme be the Baptiſme of Chriſt, 
I ay, it it be the baptiſme of Chriſt, by 
which we are conſecrated to Chritſt, 
why ſhould any be exempted from any 
obedience and priviledge,being of years, 
and under Church indulgence at leaſt, 
more then the; circumciſed under Mo{es, 
or the Baptized under the Apoſtles ? 
Our not aQting according to Scrip- 
ture prefidents in this particular, will 
(I tear) in time unchu*-ch us. We blame 
the Separations, when we our ſelves | 
| maintain the firſt principles of ſetting {|| 
up diſtiaftions and ſeparations in the i 
Church : But it is dangerqus to be 
| 
| 


partiall in thelawes of Chriſt. Why 
may not the wofull negle& of Sacra- 
ments, viſible pledges of divine love; 
be one thing that makes miniſters be | 
ſocontemptible and vile in the eyes of | 
many as they are / 

Well, but to return, I ſay this com- j4 
niing to the Sacrament is one of Chriſts 
commands, and he that breaks the lea(t 
of his commands, and tzaches men fo, 
ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdome 
of God, But I think Mr, H, hath ſaid 

cnough 
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enough to this ro ſatisfie any ſober im- 
partiall Chriſtian, to whom I muſt ſtill 
referre the reader tor further ſatista&i- 
on herein. The Do@or hath many 
quillets about this particular, which 
aremore like to puzzle thes to fatisfie 
the reader. He ſtrives to put an in- 
cloſure to ſome dutics, as not common 
to all, and he inftances in relations 
and ſex that come under the obliga- 
tions of the ſecond Table; the which 
duties are common and univerſall to 
all of the ſame relations and ſex. And 
what though it be not the duty of all 
Church members to preach and admi- 
niſter Sacraments; yet itis the duty of 
all Miniſtegs what ever ſo to do. But 
Mr. H. argument is, It all other ſervice 
lie in common, it is an intrenchment 
uponthe common liberty,to put an in- 
cloſure umun the Sacraments. And it 
the Sacrament come under the-obli- 
gation of the firſt Table, as a part of 
Gods worſhip, it is equally binding to 
all, and fo in common with the reſt of 
worthip, - notwithſtanding any thing 
yet made out to the contrary. 

It is true, athrmative precepts do not 
binde to cyery moment of time ; but 
that 
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that will nor juſtific 2 carciciſe and 
wiltull negle& at any time. And where- 
as it is ſaid, that Church members are 
not bid abiolutely to come. but ſo to 
come, it ſeems ſtrange to me : I had 
thought thet all precepts of worſhip 
had been ablulute ro perions of years, 
in the Church of Chritt. Anddo this 
in remembrance of. me is ablolute, and 
the principall duty, however the Da- 
(tor 18 pleaſed to call ir. carnall Divi- 
nity, anda ſetting up the form aboy 
the power of worfhip. For in every 
duty there is a torme, which is heed- 
tully to be obſerved; and it's impolſi- 


ble therethould be the power ot god- 


Zinefſe without the form, To obey the 
voyce ef Godin regard of the matter 
injoyned, fcems to be the main, 2s re- 
ſpetting reaſonable man : and when 
there 1s an cxternall conformity to th* 
commands of the Lord,juch are ſaid ro 
walk in the waics of the} ord,failings 
za the manner there will till be ; both 
good and bad are under a neccility of 
tailings and miſcarriages in every 
thing, wich is to be imputed to the 
-onmon frailty of man fallen. But not 
:” do what God commands at all is 
VO» 


voluntary rebellion, and that which 
the Scriptures moſt uſually threaten 
ſevere judgements unto. But I hope 
the DoQtor doth not mean that the ce- 
lebration of the Lords Supper is the 
form, and fclf-examination the pow- 
er ; Which yet he ſeems to do by his ex- 
ceptions againſt making receiving to be 
the principal,the other but an acceflary. 

To which exceptions, I ſay, Firtt, 
that this duty of examination of our 
ſelves is a private duty, and the pri- 
vate is ſubordinate to the publick. 
Secondly, This duty was preſcxihgd oc- 
caſtionally, as a remedy to that particu- 
lar caſe of making a breach upon the 
materials of divine inſtitution and or- 
der; and therefore a means to further 
chem inthe right obſervance of the 
Supper : and we may moſt ſafely ay; 
the end is moſt principall, the means 
lefſe. Retides, where the duty ceaſcrh 
in ſome reſpetts, it is not to be urged in 
thote refpetts ; bur ir's clear there is 
not the ſame reaſon, for point of ot- 
tending in the Church of Enyland, as 
there was at Corirth,about the Admini- 
fication of the Sacrament ; the work 
of our congregations demeaning them- 
telyes 
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{elves more reverently and orderly in 
a way ſutable to the carrying on of 
that ſervice in regard of the externall 
part, according to the rule of inſtitu* 
tion. 

And therefore that duty is not to be 
urged upon curs with the ſame necelſi- 
ty of danger of eating and drinking 
unworthily, as to the Church of Co- 
710th, Its true, their ignorance, and 
not diſcerning of the Lords body res» 
preſ:nted by the inſtituted igns, was the 
cauſe of all their other miſcarriages. 

But ſome may ſay,Doth it not there- 
fore follow, that the ignorant amongſt 
us do neceflarily run upon the ſame 
danger of miſcarriage ? 

I anſwer, we know they do not: 
for ours many of them rather erre on 
the other hand, by putting too much 
holineſſe in the,conſecraced elements, 
then by uſing themas common things : 
ſuch hath been the education of the 
moſt every where, that they conceive 
this Sacramcnt to be a moſt holy ordi- 
nance of God, appointed for the good 
of their ſouls. And therefore out of 
fear and reverence they do demean 
themtelves orderly, and regularly con- 
torm 
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form to the externals of the inſtitution, 
Had the Corinthians come up to that 
conformity ot' Sacramentall ations, 
and order that ours generally do, we 
fhould not have read of their puni(h- 
ment for unworthy receiving (as I 
bumbly conceive) nor of their being 
urged ſo to come : for that principall 
duty is not to be negle&ed, though 
through careleſnelle the other be. 

But then (faich the Door) Tt is a 
fin to diſſwade men from doing their duty, 
be they never ſo vile. 

To which I fay, the Do&or knowes 
there be other waies to retorm ſuch 
enormities. He inſtances in perſwa- 
ding to forbear dutics of homage and 
worſhip ; but not only Mr. H. but ma- 
ny other ſober Chriſtians, Miniſters, 
and others, judge that all the viſible 
ſubje&ts of Chriſts Kingdome, are un- 
der the obligation of his commands ? 
And do this ig remembrance of me, is 
one not to bereſtrained to ſex, fun&i- 
on orany particular relations ; but to 
be obſerved in common by all the bap- 
tized of years under Church indul- 
gence. And it the Do@or hath any 
thing further to ſay, that may give la- 
tls- 
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tisfation in that point, my ſelf and 
others will be very thankfull, 

9, AndſoI cometo the laſt Querie 
propounded; namely, whether chere 
be anything in the nature, language, 
ations or end of the Sacrament, in 
that place ofthe Corinths, or elſewhere, 
incongruous to the aftuall receiving 
ot the unregenerate in the Church. 

Before I come to anſwer diretly to 
the Querie, I (hall lay down theſe fix 
propohtions. 

1. 1 conceive that Sacraments in ge- 
nerall, and this in particular were in- 
fitated for the fpirituall good of the 
vitible Church of Chriſt comprehen- 
fively taken,in which every particular 
member is included, 

2. That the vitible Church of Chriſt 
eonfiſts of perſons regenerate and unre- 
generate, profeſling the true religion, 
and their ſced. 

3- That the unregenerate in the 
Church are theonly proper and imme- 
diate obje&s of the moſt fundamentall 
promiſes in the Goſpell Covenant, of 
the giving the firſt grace. 

4. That the whole adminiſtration of 
the Covenant belongs to thoſe in the 
Church 
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Church, that are the Immediate objets 
of the abſolute promiſes in the Cove- 
nant; they being of years of difcreti- 
on to-ufe the fame, in order to the 
Lords putting the promiſes into exe- 
cation and pertormance. 

5. That whom the promiſes of grace 
do refpeR, ro them the uſe of the Sa- 
craments do belong 3 Sacraments be- 
ing viſible repreſentations of the death 
and bloud of Chriſt, on whith thoſe 
promites of grace are founded, and by 
which they are confhrmed. 

6. Thatthoſfe in the Church and of 
years, Whom we cannot exclude fron 
covenant relation, we may not exclude 
trom the Sacraments, they being viſ- 
ble l{eales and pledges of Covenant love 
ro that people thar are in poſſeſſion ot 
Covenant adminiſtrations, of divine 
Ordinances, of worſhip,as ours are. 

Theſe being truths Cas I Sanceive 
they all are) { think it will follow, 
that there is nothing in the Word a«- 
gainſt the receiving of the unreyenerate 
in the Church, being of years ofdiſcre- 
tion, and proteſling the rrue Religion 

The DoRor hath written very un- 
decltandingly and intormingly con- 
cerning 
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cerning the Covenant, and the man- 
ner how'it is ſealed; and yet he fals off (| 
in his concluſions and applications,ex- {| 
cluding the unregenecate in the Church | 
| | from the Sacramentall ſeals, whom yet {| 
1 he allowes to be obje&ts of Covenant 

| | grace, ſaying that only the elet and | 
| | | perſons effeftually called are the ob- | 
Fi | 


jets; and yet he intimates that the 
ele& unregenerate are the objet of ini- 
| tiall grace; and that grace and faith 

| q be a part of the Covenant ſealed by the 
| | Sacrament : and yet he would not have 
| thoſe receive that have not this faith 
{4' and grace, thoughſpromiſed in the Co- 
| venant and ſealed in the Sacraments 


| Bur it thecle& before converſion be 
| | | in the writing,and in the Church, then 
F 31 Sacraments ſeal to them : but doubt- 
SF 1 lefſe God hath his ele& to call in the 


EF 1 Church,elſe we cannot tel] where they 
TIX are; it not under the ordinary means 
ET +4 of their calling. And therefore there # 

| | can be no danger in ſealing that part of 
| the Covenant to ſuch. And doth not 
| the Do&or himſelf and others at ac- 
| 


CIY — 


cordingly in adminiſtring the ſeal in 
Baptiſme ? Are they within the Co- 
| venant then by vertue ofa vilible pro- 
| &flion 
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fefſion in their parents, and upon thax 
account ſcaled with the Sacrament of 
Baptiſme; and yer grown to years de- 
nyed the ſame ſeal of the Supper ? If 
they had right then; how comes it to 
paſſe they have none now ? The Do- 


| Gor ſaith, Becauſe of their antifederall 


wickedneſſe, they prejudice themſelves, and 
deprive themſelves of covenant right : and 
that thoſe that are inthe ſtate of natmregare 
out of the Covenant, and the groſly ignorant 
are ſuch, &c. And therefore to be denied the 
ſacramentall Seal. 

To which I anſwer, Ic's hard to ſuch, 
that any born in the Church of Chri- 
{tian Parents, they continuing to up- 
hold an externall profeſſion of the crue 
Religion, are out of the Covenant, 
how ignorant or wicked ſo ever they 
be. Forifthere be a more immediate 
objett of thoſe promiſes of giving the 
ficſt grace, in the Church, where the 
ordinary means of working that grage 
are, then perſons in the ftate of nature, 
and unregenerate in the Church are the 
immediate obje& of thoſe promiſes be- 
fore others out of the Church, Bur 
there is a preſent and immediate objeRt 
ofchoſe promiſes in the Church, thas 
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are under covenant ordinances z except 
the day of Gods giving the firk grace 
be paſt in the Church. TFheretore thoſe 
in the State of nature and unregenerate 
in the Church, ace the preſent and moſt 


- immediate objeft of thoſe promitcs 


in the Covenant of Gods giving the 
firſt grace. As for thoſe in the Church 
that have the firſt grace already, they 
cannot be the proper objefts of it in 
the promiſe ; and thoſe that are our of 
the Church, not baving the ordinary 
meansof puiting thoſe promiſes into 
performance, caunvt be the preſent and 
moſt immediate, or moſt likely obje&s, 

For as touching the ſtate of Paga- 
nifme, the Apoſtic intimates plainly, 
T hat they are jtranyers from the Covenants of 
promiſe, without bope, and without God in 
the world, Ephet. 2. 12. Therefore the 
unregencrate in the Church, are the 
preſent and moſt proper obje&ts of 
thoſe- promiſes, and conſequently of 
Sacraments that ſeal to the truth of 
thoſe promiles. And for thoſe that will 
not allow men in the ſtate of nature 
and unregenerate, to be of the Church, 
they will allow the Covenant a full ob- 
jet in the Church, And for particu» 
lar 
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ept lar tins and pe: ſonal] milcarriages-in 
ace © the Church, we are to make no! dit- 
ole | ferencein the regenerate and unrege- 


rate nerate, there being the ſame rule to 
oft ' guide us in dealing with both. - Bue 
iſe's | let none miſtake mie, when I ſay the 
the | unregenerate in the Church are the 
ich | immediate and proper obj«Cts of the 
icy | Ppromilſesof the firſt grace, I do not 


in mean that all ſuch inthe Church muſt 
of | neceſſarily have that grace given them ; 


ry | but ſuch thereare in thevilible Church, 
ro | Which by nature are as bad as any 
nd | others, and in no conſideration dit- 
ts. | fer from the worlt of men conhidered 
a- in themſelves; but are fimple finners 
y, wholly loſt with the reſt of tallen 
of mankinde: That which makes the 
in difference is out of themſelves; it's 
he the meer good will and pleature of 
he him that worketh all things after the 
of counſecll of his own will; giving grace 
of | to whom: he will, of thoſe that in 
of all reſpeds are equal} in fin and miſe- 
Il Ty- 'So that when we ſhall come.to 
re judge of perſons in the Church, un- 
1, der the nioſt evident charatters of un- 
by regeneracy; yet we may not exclude 


them from being obje&ts of covenant 
D 2 grace 
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grace and mercy 3 nor from the ſeals 
and pledges of that grace and mercy, 
during their abode in the Ghurch, and 
the Churches indulgence taward them. 
In a word, nothing excludes from co- 
venant relation, but. the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt (which I fear many 
of our blaſphemous Sefaries are guil- 
ty of ) and poſitive unbelief, ſuch as 
was in the hardned and obſtinate Jewes; 
who denyed the holy One, and true 
Meſſiah ſent among them ; obſtinacy 
and Apoſtalic in the juſtly excommu- 
nicated, renouncing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, hating to be reformed by the 
Churches ceniuresz theſe things ex- 
clude,and nothing elſe. And this mighc 
ſuffice for anſwer to the Querie, but 
J ſhall adde ewo or three arguments 
MOre. 

1, The very nature of the Sacra- 
ment of the Supper is a viſible Goſpell, 
repreſenting Chriſt crucified to tight 
and all the other ſenſes, by inftituted 
figns, , which more ordinarily is car- 
ryed to the ear by the word : but in 
this all the ſenſes are made the inlets 
to the ſoul, carrying, the knowledge of 
Chriſt crucified to the enderficnding 
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, heart and conſcience. And I think che 
1 4 unregenerate in the Church, have as 
. | much need ofbeing taught Chriſt cru- 
- } cified}by theviſible figns, as any others : 
{ | and they have as much need of the 
benefit and adyantage of their outward 
ſenſes, as the regenerate, and more, * 
they being more dull and flow o 
; ſpirit| to underſtand or to be affefted 
with the meaning and end of this (er- 
' vice then they are. 
| 2. The main end of this ſervice, is 
to Keep a continuall freſhremembrance 
| of the death of Chriſt, and that fatis- 
faftion made by him; by which all 
the ſame bleſſings of the Covenant are 
| procured to fallen man : Chriſts bloud 
' was ſhed for many, for remiſſion of fins ; 
' thathemight gather into one the chil- 
dren of God, . fcattefed abroad in all 
j theworld, andin all ages of the world, 
| is the end of his death, Fob. 11.52. 
| And the Sacrament is to be obſerved 
in remembrance of that by all thofe 
that profeſſe hope of being ſaved 
through the merits of his death ; which 
the unregenecrate in the Church do, 
and cannot be excluded from the 
number of thoſe many Chriſt ſhed his 
D 3 bloud 
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bloud for : and therefore it is propec 
for ſuch to remember the. death of 
Chriſt, in order to their ſpiritual good, 
whom we cannot exclude from being 
the ſheep he died for. 

3. The aftions of taking, eating | 

+ and drinking are naturall afiuns | 
*of the body, in reference to thoſe 
ſpiricuall ends the inſticution direfts | 
us to, the which ations the unregene- 
Tate are in a naturall and rationall 
capacity to performe externally as the | 

Word requires. - Though the Dottor 

be pleaſed to judge them altogether | 
uncapable, as not having a hand to {| 
take, he making faith the hand, which |} 
he faith they have not; which indeed | 
is true of the unregenerate: but ishe {| 
able to' prove, that by the aft of taking | 
and eating expreſt in the inſticution is | 
meant the a& of faith ?-I rather con- {4 
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ceive it one thing among many others 
he takes for granted, which would 

ive better ſatisfaftion, to hear ſound- 
F proved by the Word, then to leave 
us meerly to credit the diftates of 
men. 

4. The language of Sacraments runs 
in generall and indefinit termes, This 
cup 


IC 
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cup is the New Teſtament in my bloud, 
ſhed for many for the remiſſion of fins, 
drink ye all of it; fo ſaith Matthew 
and Mark; indeed Lube and Pan! re- 
firain the word mayy, to you, as be- 
ing a part ot that many in the judge- 
ment of charity ; and to Paul judges ot 
the Corinthians. 

I doubt not but it the Door exa- 
mine the inſticution well, he may finde 
enough to warrant a torbearance of 
that particular application in the de- 
livery of the Sacrament, which he {ſo 
much urges in his Book. I cannot 
finde in Scripture Janguage any ſach 


thing as he makes giving and recci-Px;, 4-2, 


ving to be. What dangeris there of 
confirming the unregenerate in pre- 
ſumption, if they take and cat in re- 
membrance ot Chriſts death * Who 
have more need of remembring the 
death of Chriſt, then they that muſt 
periſh for ever, dying without the 1a- 
ving benefits thereof : Who have more 
need of thoſe gracious tenders of life & 
favour, then ſuch in the Church ? For 
1s not regenerating, grace a benefit that 
comes by the death of Chriſt? And is 
not remiſſion of ſins a benefit that comes 
D 4 by 
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by the death of Chriſt? And is not 
Chrift and all his benefits exhibired by 
thoſe outward figns? And doth nor 
that include or ſuppoſe a proper ſub- 
je&&t ot thoſe benefits preſent; which 
the unregenerate and unpardoned in the 
Church are? What incongruity is 
there inall this? Beſides, it ſounds ve- 
ry harſh in the Church, ro exclude 
rhis ordinance of Chriſt from being 
a renewing and a converting ordi- 
nance,or a means of renewing and con- 
verting grace tothe unregenerate, they 
being the moſt proper objes of thar 
grace, as it is held forth in the promiles, 
for the putting of which into executi- 
on, all the ordinances ſeem to be ſub- 
ſervient. 

Again, that one main end of the 
work of the Miniſtry is the converſion 
of fouls, none will deny ; andI think 
none can exempt any effentiall part 
of that work from being a means ſub- 
ſecvient to this end; and it no effen- 
tiall part can be exempted, then not 
this of adminiſtring this Sacrament of 
the Supper, which none can deny to be 
an effentiall or neceſſary part of the 
Miniſters work in reference to the goup 
V 
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of ſouls. That ordinance in the Church 
that was inftituted to ſhew forth the 
death of Chriſt till he come, is a 
means of converſion. But the Sacrament 
isan ordinance in the Church inftituted 
to ſhew torth the death of Chriſt cl] 
he come. Therefore the Sacrament is 
a means of converſion. What may more 
ſtrongly move a inner to convert 
then the death of Chiiſt, which ſets 
forth the hainouſnefſe of fin, the 
wretched condition of the {inner in 
himſelf, without Chriſt, and yer a poſ- 
ſibility of alvation by Chriſt? 
Thirdly, The word and prayer(con- 
ſeſſedly means of converſion) are fo ne- 
ceſſary to the right adminiftration of 
che inſticuted ſigns, that without them 
there is no Sacrament; and therefore 
to deny the Sacrament to be a means 
of converſion, is todeny the Word and 
Prayer to be a means of converſion; un- 
lefle we{ſhall ſay that the adding of the 
mſticuted figns to the Word and Prayer 
hinders the power and efficacy of them 
from their intendedend; ſo that though 
the Word and Prayer be means of con- 
verſion out ofthe adminiftration ofthe 
Sacrament, yet in ic they are for. 
And whereasthe Doftor faith, There 
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is no promiſe made to that Ordinance, in that 
relpe( : it is eaſily anſwered : for there 
is a promiſe of Chriſts preſence in 
every ordinance, Mat. 28. 20. Beſides, 
Precepts and Promiles are relatives ; 
in Preceprs we are, tO underſtand Pro- 
miles included, and in Promiſes Pre- 
cepts are underftood. As finners are 
to leck God while he may be found, 
and (© call upon him while, he is neer 
ſo they muſt teek him where he will 
be found. As we may nor exclude the 
wercitul] preſence of Chriſt from the 
Sacrament : ſoneither may we exclude 
fGnners in the Church trom ſecking 
Chriſt there. We know not but that 
a wiliull or carelefle neglet of this 
one duty of worſhip and humage, may 
hind:r a bleſſing from all the reſt : as 
he that turns his ear from the Law, 
his prayer ſhall be abominable. 

But when the Do@or cannot with 
any clearneſſe anſwer the argument 
ro ſatisfation, he would evade it, by 
allowing all preſence at the admini- 
ſtration which he ſaith is profitable, 
and anſwers the end pleaded tor, &c. 

r. And indeed in that his device 
Church members of years are beholding 
to him for bis charity in allowing them 
as 
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as much. priviledpe in order to the 
Sacrament,as he allowes to infidels, and 
the excommunicated. 

2. If that bare preſence anſwer that 
end, then much more aQtuall recei- 
ving, having the advantage of more 
of their bodily ſenſcs, then meerly to 
be ſpetators: and I think that in 
ycelding this, hc hath granted the argu- 
ment; and his pucting the queſtion to 
aQtuall recciving,is not to any purpole z 
becauſe the a& of receiving abſtralted 
from word and prayer, neceflary e(- 
{entials to the very being of the ordi- 
nance, is but a civill thing only: 
And therefore the whole muſt goe to- 
gether ro make up that ſervicez and 
his queſtion is belide the queſtion. It 
is ſuttcient ro prove the argument, 


that the whole adminiſtration be blef- 


fed ro that erd; as Vir. H. ſtatcs the 
queſtion. But what devices do men 
finde out in pretence of advancing Sa- 
craments ? Some exclude all Infants, 


others ſome Infants in the Church. 


The papiſts will give the Sacrament 
but in one kinde 3 many among us in 
neither kinde, The Door will al- 
low all preſence at the Sacrament : 


they 
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chey may hear and ſee, but they may 
not taſte; they may not take and eat 
according to the Commandement. 

But why will he allow all to be pres» 
ſent ? Why, becauſe preſence may convert, 
but auall receiving not, becauſe naturallmen 
being preſent, may get good without that 
ſinme which they are in danger of by unwor- 
thy receiving ;, but by their receiving they 
can receive no benefit ; but doprejudice them- 
ſelves by their unworthy receiving, beſides 
their being guilty of murdering Chriſt. And 
ſhall we think, that that aff, wherein 
they eat and drink judgement to themſelves, 
ſhall be ſo bleſſed of God, as to become a 
means of converſion to them, &'c. And be- 
fodes, becauſe the committing of ſome groſſe 
and ſcandalow finne, is made by God an oc- 
caſion of converſion; ſhall any take warrant 
therefrom to commit ſcandalous fins, &c. 

To all which 1 anſwer, That all 
which he hath to that purpoſe is ar- 
gaed from meer miſtakes, he taking 
for granted all along, that the unre- 
generate in the Church, do neceſffari- 
PA eat and drink unworthily in the 

poſtles ſenſe ; whereas I conceive the 
contrary hath been already fully de- 
clared, And therefore it would be _ 
I 
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if he would fee his thiſtake, and alter 
his ay c—_ others might nor 
be in danger of being miſled by him. 
In the mean time what he hath char- 
ged Mr. H. with in point of excommu- 
nication untruly, may be retorted up- 
on himſelf ruth Tt © cruel] aſſertion, 
a bloudy tenent, &c. And that not only 
in his . depriving many ſouls of the 
bencfit 'and ſpirituall good of fo bleſ- 
ſed an ordinance ; but in his detra- 
Qing alſo from the goodnefle, grace 
and power of God in that ordinance ; 
as it Chriſt had appointed it in the 
Church, ratber for the hurt, then for 
the ſpicituall good of his viſible ſub- 
jeQs, they partaking thereof conformly 
accarding to their preſent capacity. 

But then (faich the Door) If it be 
4 coxvering ordinance, we may adminiſter 
the Sqcrament to the Heathen to convert 
them to Chriſtianity ; for if it will convert 
thoſe inthe Church that beve but the form, 
to the power of Religion, then it will ſure 
convert the Heatben (at leaſt) to the form : 
if it will do the greater, much more the 
leſſer, 


Objeg. 


To this Ianſwer, That an argument Sglution. 


drawn from the greater to the leſſer, 
muſt 
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 muſtbe ot things of the ſame kinde, and 


ſo of men under 'an equall capacity, 
elſe it will not hold. I can throw a 
ſtone overa houſezcan I therefore throw 
a feather : this is lefſe then che other, 
and yet though the ſame arme and 
ſtrength be pur forth, it will not do 
it. The fallacy of the argument lies 
in this, That there is not the ſame ca- 
pacity of receiving good by the Sacra- 
ment 'in both ; the formal! profeſling 
Chriſtian is nor in ſuch an' incapacity 
of receiving good by that ordinance 
as the Heathen are? We know that 
to Heathens,that never heard of Chriſt, 
or at leaſt do not acknowledge him 
their redeeming Lord, ſo as. to, come 
ander his Lawes, no not' ſo' much ag 
Baptiſme, the outward elements are 
but meer civill things. And they 
might be ealily perſwaded to take and 
eat of thoſe elements of Bread 'and 
Wine, in order to the good of their 
bodies, but not for the good of their 
ſouls, before they own Chriſt to be 
their Lord, Redeemer and Saviour ; 
till then they know not what theſe 
things mean. Burt thoſe 'among us, 


educatcd in the true Religion, do ac- 
knows- 


_—— 


— —_ 2. «> 


© 
*s 


a7 \ 


tothe Lords Supper removed. 
knowledge Chriſt their redeeming 


ty» F Lords ane they do know in ſome 
V a meaſure - what theſe things of Ged 
DW mean :-ſo that the Sacrament inan or- 
cr, dinary way, may work ſome proper 
nd ; <effetapon the one, but can have none 
do' | upon the other without a miracle. 
1es } Beſides, it is clear enough, that as nb 
A- \ uncircumciſed perſons were to ent*rin- 
'a- Y to the Sanftuary,orto cat of the Paſle- 
ng | over; ſo no unbaptized perſon is to 
ry partake of the holy Supper in that 
ce Communion. Were there” the like 
at ground of denying the Sacrament to 
it, !' rhe ignorant and ſcandalous perſons 
m *? under Church indulgence, that there is 
ne } of denying it to infidels; this con- 
a9 | troverſie had been at an end before this 
re | time. It cannot be denyed, but ex- 
Yy } communication is appointed in the 
= 5 Church, ro convert and reduce the ob- 
1d ſtinate and wilful finners therein : doth 
ir it theretore follow, that we may <x- 
ir erciſe this means of converſion to Hea- 
Ye thens out of the Church ? What can 
"3 f} be more abſurd? Nay, what have 'we : 
le to do to judge them that are without? 
3 1 Cor. $. 12. The Dottor knowes well 


enough, that different premiſes will 
nog 
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not bear the ſame concluſions: and 
the truth is, for want of making pre- 
miſes equall, according to Scripture 
prelidents, we have run upon falſe con- 
clufons : to inftance in ſome, 

1. Becauſe we knde in Scripture the 
diſtin&ion of beleever and wav" vans wy 
uſed to diſtinguilh the Church from the 
World, how commonly is the ſame 
uſed ro make a diſtinftion in the 
Church amongſt us who in Scripture 
ſenſe are all beleevers ; for ic is evident, 
that an unbelcever 7 in the Scripture 
ſenſe, is cither a Pagan infidell, or an 
unbeleeving Jew that abſolutely re- 
nounces Chriſt, under the notion of a 
falſe Chriſt, a deceiver, a: devill, &c. 
refuſing to obey his Lawes, of to ex- 
pet ſalvation by him. 

2. Becauſe we finde that theſe wnbe- 
leevers are under wrath, Aliens from the 
common=-wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers ty the 
C:v:nants of promiſe, without hope, and 
without God in the world. Epheſ. 2. 12. 
Which was true of the Epheſians before 
they received the Goſpell; that there- 
fore the unregenerate in the Church, 
are under the ſame condition, though 
they beleeve in a true ſenſe (though 
not 


tothe Lords Swpper removed. 


V—— 


not fincerely} and are under the Co- 
venant;'and perſons to whom the 
adoption, and the giving of the Law, 
and the ſervice ot God pertains, as 
once to the Jewes, Rom. 9. 4, 34+ fin« 
ding warrantin the word to ſeparate 
from the Intidell and idolatrous world 
(eſpecially in matrer of worſhip) there- 
tore they conclude, we mult ſeparate 
our ſelves from the unregenerate in the 
Church. 

4. Becauſe we finde, that ſome be- 
leevers have by their unworthy and 
undecent behaviour, in time of admi- 
niſtration, profaned the Sacrament to 
their own perill and judgement ; there- 
fore we conclude, Firſt, That thoſe 
whoſe perſons are unworthy (as not 
being regenerate) eat and drink uns 
worthily. Secondly, That ſome other 
unworthy aCtions of Chriſtians com- 
mitted before their comming to the 
Sacrament, renders them uncapable of 
worthy receiving ; and conſequently 
renders them liable co judgement 
therein. 

5. Becauſe we finde in the Scripture, 
ſome excommunicated for foul and 
ſcandalous ſins, and blaſphemous opi- 
nions; 
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opinions; therefore we conclude we 
may exerciſe Church cenſures for any 
fin, even for omiſſion of ſuch duties 
as are dubious whether injoyned in 
the word or no ; but have done with 
theſe falſe concluſions. 

There is one objeftion more which 
the Do&or makes againſt Mr. H. Free 
Admiſſion; to which I defire to ſpeak 
ſomething. 

The obje&ion is this. That My. H. 
Free Admiſſion ſtrengthens the hands of the 
wicked, by promiſing them lies in the Name 
of the Lord: and makes ſad the hearts of 
the righteous, whom God would not bave 
made ſad, by their profaning the ordi- 
nance, &c, Andthis be endeveurs to back 
with the language of the Sacrament, or 
words which the Miniſter uſes in the deli- 
vering, of the Sacrament to particular per- 
ſons : by bis words and ation, giving and 
gendring Chriſt and all his benefits of grace 
and glory to the wicked, as well as to the 
goily 3 the which grace and glory the Sacra. 
ments are appointed to aſſure and confirm,&c, 
IWhen as in the preaching of the word it 
farre dtherwiſe ; the Miniſter therein not 
diſpenſing the (ame to all alike; but prea- 
ching ccmfort to whom comfort —_— 
ant 
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and terrowr to whom terrour belongs, &c. 


I ſhall in anſwer to this objeQion, $gfur. 


promile ſeverall things 

I. That Sacraments are of no other 
ſignifcation then what they are ap» 
pointed to {ignifie by the Word. 

2. That what Sacraments fignifie, 
that only they do neceffarily teach,and 
nothing elſe. 

3. That the ſubje& of Sacramentall 
teaching, or that which they chiefly 
teach, is Chriſt crucified, together with 
all che benefits *that come thereby to 
the vihble Church, included in that 
particular bleſſing of remiſſion of 
finnes. 

4- That the main end of the whole 
ſervice, is to bear in our mindes a con- 
tinuall remembrance of the death of 
Chriſt; the mericing and procuring 
cauſe of all grace and glory beſtowed 
upon baptized man. 

5. That the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament, is appointed in the Church 
as well to be a means of grace, as a 
pledge to afſure thereof. 

To all this adde what hath been faid 
before concerning the unregenerate, in 
order to the — ; and then make 

2 it 
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it out he that can, that the language 
or adminiftration of the Sacrament, 
to the wicked or unregenerate, remai- 
ning in the Church, doth ftrengthen 
the hands ofthe wicked more then the 
Word may do; or promiſe them lies in 
thename of the Lord. I grant that 
falſe conclufions and applications may 
be drawn from the trueſt premiſes in 
the Word : and fo likewiſe from the 
uſe of the Sacrament, through miſtake 
of our ſelves : but itdoth not there- 
fore follow, that the Word or Sacra- 
ment promiſeth lies to the hearer or 
receiver; when through an ignorant 
deceitfull heart, they miſapply the 
Word or Sacrament. For there are 
general! cruths held forth indefinitely 
to allin both, though all do not right- 
ly apply the ſame. And the very ſame 
that is ſaid ofthe Sacrament, may be 
truly {aid of the Word, as to the par« 
ticular in hand, when rightly diſpen- 
ſed ro men in the Church. 

Isnot this the great, and moſt true 
aſſertion of the Goſpell, worthy to be 
received of all men, That Jeſas Chriſt 
came intothe world to (ave fenners, 1 Tim.t, 
t5. Andaljo te ſeckand to ſave that which 
| s 
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e is loſt, to call to repentance, to juſtifie the 
. #ngodly, and to die for enemies, who yet in 
- #f otherplaces are called ſbeep, his Charch 
i | axdfriends, according to Gods elefting 
p , Jove and gracious purpoſe? And is 
) not this Goſpell to be preached to 

every creature, in order to the wor- 

king and effe&ing theſe ends of grace 

and falvation in ſuchas are ſinners ab- 

ſolutely, and loſt in themſelves, and 
| ſimply ungodly ? And dare any ſay, 
this is to promiſe lies to the ungodly 
and finners in the Church, and fo to 
{trengthen the hands of the wicked, 
that they may not return from; their 
wickedneſſe ? And whart is the Sacra- 
ment given and received, but a vihble 
repreſentation of the death of Chriſt, 
and fatisfaftion made by him for fin- 
ners, toput us in remembrance of all 
this 3 and which opens a door of hope 
to all in generall, and a peculiar 
>» comfort to them that can from their 
experience of grace received (with Paul) 
apply this to themſelves : Chriſt came 
into the world to ſave ſinners, whereof 1 
am chief, 1 khow what is uſual- 
' ly pur in again this generall afſertion 
ofthe Goſpell, limiting the ſame to 
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penitent {inners, ſen{ible of their being 
loſt, and of being enemies, &c. Bur 
doubtlefſe out of ſome miſtake; and 
ſuch as doth reflet ſomewhat upon 
the publick Miniſtery(to which I would 
not beany way in the leaſt degree inju- 
rious) but becauſe ſuch like quotati- 
ons in Mr. H. areexcepted againſt by 
the reverend Df8&or; 1 ſhall crave 
leavero expreſte ſome of my thoughts 
in vindication of him. 

The Doftor ſaith, Chriſt came not to 
call the righteow, that is, ſuch as think, 
themſelves ſo, but ſinners to repentance, that 
#s, ſaith be, ſuch ſmners that are ſenſible 
of their ſinfulneſſe, ſick and loſt, &c. But 
will not this then follow, that all na- 
turall men, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
thinking themſelves righteous, whole, 
and in the right way, and that they 
have need of nothing (with the Laodi- 
ceans) not knowing that , they are 
wretched and miſerable, poor, and 
blinde, and nakcd,are our of the num- 
ber Chriſt came to call; and fo by 
conſequence he came to call noneat all; 
becauicall by nature are ſinners under 
the forementioned Charafers and 
black qualification of inſenliblcneſſe - 
n 
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{in and miſery, and high thoughts of 
themſelves. And theretore the DoGtors 
{cnſe is not like to be the true {enle and 
meaning. For we know what coun- 
ſell Chriſt gives tothe Laodiceans,who 
were ſuch conceited ſenflefle finners, 
Rev. 3.18. And how that he gives lite 
to quicken them that are dead in fins and 
treſpaſſes, Ephel. 2. 1. And is ſent to give 
repentance to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 
Iirael, and remifion of ſins, AQ. 5.31. 
For to ſay he pives repentance to the 
penitent, and life to the living, (as 
hedoth it the Do&ors ſenſe be right) 
is notthe ſenſe of the Goſpel], nor in* 
deeda truth in its proper ſenſe, wichour 
the advancing of the power of nature 
toe high. And therefore ſuch (upernatu- 
rall condition3 or qualifications are not 
required to put perſons intoa capacity 
of receiving the benefics of the Goſpell 
Covenant: it being the ſupernatural be- 
nefits and bleſſings of the Covenant that 
make any to be ſuch. It's true, ſuper- 
naturall grace precedes glory ; and the 
firſt grace precedes the growth and in- 
creaſe therein : but it is naturall de- 
pravity, {infulneſſe and milcry that ne- 
cellarily precedes the firſt ſaving grace ; 
ſo that that cannot be a condition of 
- E 4 the 
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the firſt grace, that is either the firſt 
grace it ſelf, or growth therein. The 
Covenant in this caſe is abſolute and 
Inconditionall : but then I conceive 
the Covenant to be conditionall in 
other reſpeCts, in an caſte and favoura- 
ble ſenſe thus. The tenout of the 
Goſpell, to people thar never yet Im- 
braced nor owned the Do@rine and 
ordinances of the Goſpell, runs thus, 
He that belzeves ſhall be ſaved; but the 
wrath of God abides upm thoſe nations, peo- 
ple and perſons, that either have not the 
Goſpellin the tender of it, or being tendred 
receive it not. But thoſe that npon the 
tender receive the Goſpel], ſo as to cre- 
dit the truth thereof, and willingly 
come under the lawes and worſhip in- 
Joyned, forſaking all talſe religions, 
and joyn with the profeſſors of the 
true, ſuch are reckoned for beleevers, 
and come under the promiſes of grace 
and glory upon that account. And 
cherefore the Apoſtle ſends ſalutarions 
to af that inevery place call upon the name 
of the Lord, both theirs and ours ; and he 
applies that of the Prophet in this caſe, 
Whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of the 
Lord, ſhall be ſxved, x Cor, 1, *. Rom 
10, 13» 
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10. 13. That is, ſuch people are under 
the promiſes of ſalvation, in oppoſati- 
on to thoſe that call not upon the 
Name of Chrift Jeſus the Lord ar all; 
as Jer. 10.25. Pour out thy fury upon the 
Heathen that know thee not, and upon the fa- 
milies that call not on thy Name. I look 
upon belict of the truth as the only 
means of ingrafting the unbeleeving 
Jew or Gentile into the true Olive or 
viible Church of Chriſt, out of which 
is no ſalvation; becauſe they have not 
the ordinary means of attaining the 
ſame. And where the means is, the 
Word prohts not, when it is not mixt 
with faith in them that hear it- The 
Jew beleeved not the truth of the Go» 
{pell at all : And he that comes to God 


muſt beleeve in the firſt place, that God Heb.11.6, 


is, and then,that be is a bountifull rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him. 

And that leads me to the next thing, 
namely, to conceive of all thoſe that 
are in externall covenant with God, in 
regard of their being in poſſeſſion of the 
Divine oracles and ordinances, pre» 
cepts and promiſes, that all ſuch are 
underall the commands of Jeſus Chriſt: 
and the obſervance of thoſe commands 
| | ſcems 
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ſeems to meto be the condition of the 
Goſpell, and the grace thereof to be 
attained unto in the uſe of inſtituted 
means, and wayes appointed by Jeſus 
Chriſt inordertothat end. And I do 
alſo conceive that not only halt promi- 
ſes, and, it may bees, but whole pro- 
miles ſeem to reſpe& perſons in the 
Church, doing but the morall,reaſona- 
ble and externall duties. Arke and ye ſpall 
receive, knock and it ſhall be opened unto you, 
ſeek and ye ſball finde. If you that are evill 
know how to give good things to your children, 
much more will your beavenly Father give the 
Spirit to them that agke it, even to them 
that have ir not? Hear ye deaf, and ſee ye 
blinde,that ye may (ee.Iſa.42.18.And again, 
hear and thy ſcul ſhall live. I{a.55.3. Ceajeto 
ao will, learn to do well; and then come and 
let us reaſon together ; though your ſins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though 
they be red like crim(on, they ſhall be as wool. 
Ifa.1. 16,17,18. And atterthe Lord was 
pleaſed to expreſs the greateſt freeneſs of 
his grace to the houſe of Iſrael, in pro» 
miling togive to them a new heart, and 
ro put his ſpirit in them, and to make 
them his people, he addes, yet will I be 
required of for this by the houſe of Ijracl - a 
n 
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it for them, Ezek. 36, 26,27, 28, 37. 
And as the Lord hath made many 
promiſes to the uſe of means, ſo the 
uſe of means is ordinarily ſucceſſefull 
and bleſſed to attainment of grace. I do 
not ſay, that any by the uſe of means 
deſerve grace, or that God is bound ro 
give grace to all uſe of means,or that he 
gives grace to any for the ule of means 
and reaſonable ſerving of God. The 
bleſſing of grace is promiſed and alſo 
given treely according tothe good plea- 
ſure of Gods own will. And both the 
means & the bleſſing upon the means is 
a fruit of Chriſts purchaſe by his bloud. 
The like may be ſaid of thoſe in 
whom the promiſes of the firſt grace are 
performed : they ought diligently co 
apply themſelves to the uſe of all good 
means, and walk in all holy waies of 
Chriſtian obedience,for further growth 
and increaſe therein. All men ſtand 
bound to imploy all their abilities, and 
to put forth themſelves in all reall en- 
devours to improve their talents, «i- 
ther of common or generall endow- 
ments, or more peculiar bleſſings of ſu- 
pernaturall grace, according to the ad- 
vantages and opportunities given _ 
an 
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and ſhall be accountable to their Lord 
for them : this is the tenour of Scri- 
pture, and thus man is bound to doy 
whether God give the bleſſing or no: 
dutics belong to man, the iſſue is the 
Lords : man is bound to him, but he is 
free to do whatſoever he pleaſeth in 
heavenand in earth, And yet ir's true 
alſo that the promiſes of cternall glo- 
xy and blefſcednefſe, belong only to 
thoſe that are aGtually juſtificd and 
{anftifeds and do patiently continue 
in weldoing, Kom. 2.7. And this I 
think is neither Antinomianiſmnor Pe- 
Jagianiſm ; but the tenour and ſcope of 
the Covenant of grace to man. So then 
it we con{xder men under fin and miſe- 
Ty, begng in the Church, they are un- 
der the commands of the Goſpel,which 
juſtiftes their obſervance of thoſe com- 
emands, in hope of a bleſſing. And ac- 
cording to promitſes in that particular 
caſe, theunworthy gueſle in the para- 
ble,was not ſentenced tor bis being un- 
wortby, and without the wedding gar- 
ment when he was commanded to 
come to the feaſt (for ſo were all thac 
were bidden as well as he) but his par- 
taking ot the Goſpell, and having li- 
berty 
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becty co fit down, and eat of every 


diſh of that fraft of fac things, and yer 
at theend of the feaſt, being tound to 
be one not having a wedding garment ; 
this was damning ; and for this he was 
ſentenced to be bound hand and foot, 
and to be caſt into utter darkneſ(s,where 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Mat. 22.11,12, 13. This is a place uſu- 
ally miſapplyed: for it proves no 
more then this, That of thoſe that 
have the advantage of Goſpell admi- 
niftrations, ſome may and do periſh,tog 
not having the grace of the Golpell. 
Many are called, but few are choſen. But this 
by the way; I will return to the other 
part of the obje&tion made by the Do» 
Qor againſt Mr. H. free admiſſion, 
which is this, namely, That it makes (ad 
the hearts of toe godly, to ſee the ordinance 
profaned, &c. 

To which I anſwer, Why ſhould the 
hearts of the godly be made (ad,becaule 
unregenerate perſons join with them 
in duties of homage and worſhip, and 
are willing to join with them in the 
uſe of the Word and Prayer as well as 
the Sacrament, as means of a bleſling ? 
Why ſhould any be grieved that wicked 
men 
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men and finners are obje&ts of Redem- 
ption, Covenant bleſſings and mercy ? 
ſhall the eye ot any be evill, becauſe 
God is good, in ſending Chriſt into 
the world to fave finners 2 Should not 
all remember that they themſelves were 
ſuch, though now through tree grace 
they be waſhed, and ſanCtihed and juſti- 
fied. Chriſtians that are partakers of 
this grace, are all this by vertue of 
Elefting love, Redemption and Cove- 
nant grace. None of us by nature, 
were any better then our fellow finners. 
It was the meer good pleaſure of God 
in Chriſt, that hath made us to differ. 
And what have any that they have nor 
received,and that inthe uſe of the ſame 
ordinary means, you ftomach at in 0- 
thers your fellow finners? Where would 
you have finners to ſeek Chriſt Jeſus 
but in the Temple ? Where ſhall they 
finde him, but where he is? Chriſt bids 
all that will come and take of the true 
bread and water of life freely, Rev. 22: 
17. Hedoth no where diſcourage any 
from coming to him. Othat Miniſters 
would rather woo (inners, and ſeek by 
all fairnefſe and love to draw them to 
wait upon Chriſt in the way of all his 
Or- 
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ordinances, in order to bleſling ; then 
cauſleſly, upon miſtake, to diſcourage 
them, and take them off from endevou- 
ring after their duty of remembring the 
love of Chriſt, in his laying down his 
life for finners ! but I muſt contra. 

Buc then ſajesthe DoCtor, If this be ſo, 
let all come pell-mell, and then where is the 
reformation jo much indevoured after of 
late ? 

To this I anſwer, That if by com- 
ing all pell-mell, be meant all, though 
they come to mock at, or openly to 
abuſe the ordinance, I ſay it doth no 
way follow from what I have aſſerted, 
nor from any thing Mr. H. hath' ſaid. 
For he hath very well ftaced the queſti- 
on, and excepted infants, diftrafted and 
juſtly excommunicated perſons; and 
theſe bring excepted, ithe or 1 ſay, ler 
all come that will, I think it neither 
to be abſurd nor dangerouF®; ſeein 
that Chriſt, when he offers himſelf, and 
the thing ſignified in the Sacrament, 
faith, Let bim that 55 athirſt come ; and 
whoſoever will, let bim take the water of life 
freely, Rev. 22. 17. Why may not we ſay 
of all of years, under Church indul- 
gence (whether Presbytered or not 
Preſ- 
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Presbytered)) they offering themſelves 
co receive, are not to be denyed the Sa- 
crament for ſuppoſed incapacity or un- 
worthineſle? Beſides, Mr. H. hath 
given 2 rationa]l account of his own 
praftiſe, to acquit himſelt from ſuch 
reproachtull expreſhons, as are uſed 
againſt him,namely, That he hath done 
bis utmoſt (de jure) that all come pre» 
pared : And that none may charge him 
with arrogance, he modeſtly and hum- 
bly breaks out into this patheticall 
expreſſion, 
But woe is me,if Tjuſtifie my ſelf, who am 
« man of unclean lips, and dwell among people 
of uncleanlips, eminent only in failings! By 
which words he doth nor detraft whar 
he had ſaid betore, but only ſhewes, 
that though ſuch were his frailey, that 
he (as all other) failed and came ſhort 
.In every duty, yet he had not willing- 
ly negk&cd or wholly omitted any 
duty in that reſpe&t, which Chriſt re- 
quires of him. And fo whether Mr.H. 
or the Dottor favours moſt of pride 
and vanity, let the intelligent and {ober 
judge. 
Now to the other part of the oþ- 
jettion, fiamely, Where is the nn 
0 
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ſolong indevoured after, if we allow of ſuch « 
free admiſſion. 

] anſwer, 

i, I would learned men did more 
ſtudy by the right means, and in the 
right way to retornta true Church la- 
bouring under fome corruptions in 
Doftrine, worſhip and diſcipline; 
which is our cale, 

2. I would tain know whether the 
debarring ot Church members ot years, 
and not excommunicated from the Sa» 
crament be a means ot reforming ap- 
proved in the Word. 

3- Whether the want of diſcipline 
do juſtife a totall negle& or ſuſpenſion 
of Sacraments,in order to reformation. 

4 Whether ſcparation in the Church 
be a good expedient to further the re- 
formation ot the whole. 

5. Whether to aboliſh the effentials 
of Church diſciplinein the uſe thereof, 
tor ſome exorbitant abuſes, be a good 


expedient to retorm the thing. 


6. Whether denying the Sacrament 
ro thoſe whom the Church cannot juſt- 
ly proceed againſt, the politive excom- 
munication be any furtherance to re- 


tormation. 
F 7, Whe- 
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. Whether there can be any refor- 
mation ot the Church in that reſpeR, 
untill diſcipline be reſtored, and uni- 
formly exerciſed in the ſame; and if fo, 
whether the Sacrament muſt be ſuſpen- 
ded till then, and whether ic be any 
thing towards reformation ſo to 
due. 

8. Whether the very nature and be- 
ing of *retormation in the vihlible 
Church, ſtands not only in the exter» 
nall contormity to the indiſputable 
Lawes of Chriſt their head ; conſtrai- 
ning all to an uniformity thereunto. 
When theſe few queries are anſwered et- 
ther by the reverend DoRor,orany other 
that holds the Church of England a true 
conſtituted Church, as to its «llentials 
and being; itI live, and God cnable 
me thereto, I may take occaſion to make 
a further and more direct anſwer to 
that Jatter part of the objeftion con- 
cerning returmation. 

In the mean time l ſhall go on to vin- 
dicate Mr. H,in what he afferts touching 
excommunication, and cenſures of the 
Church. For what he hath afferred 
concerning, theſe, is by the Doctor 
charged to be falſe, bloudy renents, ec. 

And 
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And here I ilial hit altert wat 1 cons 
ceive is truth,and then antwer to what 
the Door hath 1aid. 

1. I conceive that none are proper 
objeRs of excommunication, but ſuch 
as are in the true Church ot Ged, and 
in tellowſhip with the Saints in all a&s 
of communication and worſhip pub- 
lick, For what have I todo to judge them 
that are without 7 them God judges, 1 Cor. 
s. 32. 

2. That no one is to be excommuni- 
cated,but in caſe of violating ſome ma- 
nifeſt and known Law ot Chriſt: and 
that violation periiſted in to obſtinacy 3 
after a judiciall trial|, conviftion, and 
patient waiting ot the Church, for his 
reformation. 

3- That none may exerciſe the key 
of Eccleſiaſtical] Diſcipline, but ſuch 
perſons in office to whom all the keys 
of Chriſts Kingdome are commicted, 
being appointed by him to preach uhe 
Word and adminiſter the Sacraments as 
well as exerciſe diſcipline. 

4+ That no fingle paſtour alone, but 
ſuch as are (o in an aſſociation, as tode- 
riveauthority from the whole, can ex- 


erciſe Church cenſures authoritatively z 
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and chat every Presbyter in generall is 
not to havea part in this power, but 
ſome in ſpeciall choſen by the whole 
Church, which are more eminently 
ualified and fitted for the cxercife of 
Ecleliaſticall rule and government. 

5. That excommunication, when it is 
juſt, is a ſolemn ejeCting or putting out 
of obſtinate finners in the Church,trom 
all a&s of communion and worſhip of 
God in the publick congregation ; un- 
till by repentance they maniteſt both 
their ſhame and forrow for their fin ; 
and upon the manifcſtation of this, and 
publick promiſe of amendment, the 
Church ought to be ſatisfied therewith ; 
and the penitent offender to be reſto- 
red: and regularly admitted to all ex- 
ternall Church priviledges again. 

6. That thoſe have much to anſwer 
for, that were the occafion of laying 
Gods vineyard waſte, by throwing down 
the wall, and placking up the hedge of 
diſciplineeſtabliſhed, before they were 
agreed of another warrantcd by the 
Word,to be ſet up in ſteadthereof, By 
this time they may both ſee their folly 
and feel the ſmart of it in theevil efte&s 
and conſequences, | 

"Well 
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"Well, having laid down theſe pro- 
politions, let me a little apply them, 
and ſhew you what will tollow upon 
the truth of them. And firſt, it the 
firſt be erue (as I conceive it is) then 
thoſe that never were admitted to the 
Lords Supper, are not in a capacity of 
theſe cenl(ures of the Church; nor to 
be amended by them, what ever their 
enormities be. It the ſecond be true, 
then none in; the Church may be cen{u- 
red for ignorance, or for the omitting 
of doubttull duties; eſpecially that of 
ſubmitting ro Church examination, in 
order to the Sacrament, It the third 
be true, - then not only the common 
members, but the ruling Elders will be 
called in queſtion for ulurping the key 
of Diſcipline ; they not havingpower 
to exerciſe the key of Dofrine and Sa- 
craments. Tf the fourth be true, then 
we may take notice how little of true 
diſcipline is praiſed in the Church of 
England; and in what an incapacity we 
are (for the preſent) of any true refor- 
mation; whatever ſome pretend. But 
che fixt and laſt I intend more eſpecially 
to clear up in vindication of Mr. H. 
And take ic thas. 
F 3 Ex- 
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Excommunication is a dclivering to 
Satan for the deſtruction of the fleſh , 
that the (pirit may be ſaved in the day 
of the Lord. 1r's 4 great thunder-bolr 
& puniſhment inflifted by the Church, 
as the laſt remedy to reduce the obſti- 
nate from the way of periſhing. Cal- 
vinfaith, As Chiilt is ih the Church, fo 
Satan 1s out of the Church ; to which 
condition the excommunicated are fen- 
tenced : but with a mercifull end; ro 
reduce them to Chriſtian obedience, 
where God gives the blefling. Other- 
wwlec it is the very beginning of hell, 
and eternall wrath ; when the ſentence 
is juſt; it being confirmed in heaven. 
Pet out from among you that wicked perſon, 
1 Cor. 5. 13. He muſt be put out from 
among themſelves, and ſo out of all 
communion. The ſame word ſeems 
to be Job. 3. 22. and 12. 42. where it 
is ſaid ot ſome,that they durſt not con- 
fefſe Chriſt for fear of the Jews,for they 
had agreed, that ifany did contefſe him, 
they ſhould be put out of the Syna- 
gogue. So that if the Apoſtle Pay] in 
the cenſure of the inceftuous perſon, 
have any reference to the praftiſe of the 
Jewcs, (as the Doar ſeems to hint) 
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why then doubtlefſe he was put our of 
the Churches aſſemblies. For it is moſt 
certain, the Synagogues were places of 
eaſe,where the Jewes publiquely affem- 
bled for divine worlhip, of prayer, 
reading, preaching, Kc. AZ. 13, 14, 
15, 16. So that I ſay, it Pay! followed 
the 'praftile of the yu or meant 
that the Cortnthians (ſhould proceed ac- 
cording to their praQiſein this;then his 
meaning was, thar they ſhould put out 
that wickedperſon from theiraflembli.s 
for communion and worſhip I profeſſe 
I cannot but wonder the DoCtor thould 
be ſo tart with Mr. Humphrey in this 
thing; he having the very letrer ot the 
Text, and the praftiſe of the Jewes 
Church to warrant what he haih af- 
ſerted in this poinr. For let me aske the 
reverend Do&or how he or any other 
of his opinion will reconcile that de- 
livering to Satan our of the Church, 
and allowing their preſence in the con- 
gregation, in all atts of worſhip and 
ſpiricuall. communion, except attuall 
receiving of the Sacrament of the Sup- 
o To pur out that wicked perſon 
rom among themtelves: and at the 
ſametime to allow him prelicence among 
F4 them- 
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themſelves; and to have communion 
with them in all ats of worſhip excepr 
the Supper, are altogether inconfiſtent. 
Neither doth that any thing at all 
help, which the Dottor ſo often urges 
in his book ; Let bim be as a Heathen or 
publican: But Heatheny and publicans may 
be preſent at all the ordinances, 1 Cor. 14. 
24. Andtherefure the excommunicate may z 
becquſethey are not to be unto the Church 
worſe then a Heathen,C@*c. 

For to this I have many words to 
fay, which I think will anſwer the ar- 
gument. 

1. It will appear that ſcandalous 
brethren are in ſome re(pe& worſe then 
infidels. If any provide not for hjs own, ſpe- 
cially for thoſe of bis own bouſe ; be hath de- 
ayed the faith, and is worſe then an infidell, 
1 Tim. 5.8. And it had been better for 
revolting Chriſtians, never to have known 
the way of righteouſneſſe, 2 Pet. 2.21. And 
there was not [wch a thine ſo much as named 
among the Gentiles, that one ſhould bave bis 
fathers wife, 1 Cor. 5. 1, And when 
ſcandalous brethren are worſe then 
Heathens, in finning under ſuch means 
of better obedience, that Heathens have 


not ; there is reaſon they ſhould bede- 
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denied fomerhing ot priviledge that 
Heathens may have. 

2. It's clear that fcandalous brethren 
are to be denied that priviledge in civill 
commerce and familiarity that Hea- 
thens are allowed to have with Chriſti- 
ans, and Chriſtians with them, 1 Cor. 
5.9, 10,11. 2 Theſſ. 3. 14- ICor. 10. 
27. compared, Liberty is given to 
Chriſtians to have civill and friendly 
familiarity with intidels, and fornica- 
tors of the world ; which yet isabſo- 
lutely to be denyed to ſcandalous and 
diſorderly brethren; as a means to 
bringthem to ſhame. And it ſcandalous 
brech ren under triall or a&uall cenſure, 
are to be debarred of fome priviledge 
that heathens are allowed: it will 
ſomewhat weaken the ftrength of the 


Doors argument. 


3. The Apoſtles had dire& and ex- 
preſſe commiſſion (after Chriſts aſcen- 
fion ) to preach unto the Heathen ; and 
therefore had warrant to admit of 
their voluntary preſence to hear in 
any place where opportunity might 
giverthe advantage of converting them. 
But yet upon their rejeCting the (Goſpel 
when it was faithfully tendred to them 3 
the 
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the Apoſtles might ſhake off the duſt 
of their feet againſt them; and leave 
them deeper under wrath. The un- 
beleeving Jewes were within the com- 
miſſton too; but when they rejefed the 
words of eternall life, and abuſed the 
meſſengers of Chriſt, that preached this 
to then), it's ſaid, they judged themſelves 
anworthy of eternal/ life; and upon that ac- 
count the Apoſtles forſake them. Moſt 
terrible things are written againſt the 
dilobedient to the Goſpell. And I am 
ſure, Chriſtians that reje&t the Lawes 
of Chriſt (as the excommunicated are 
luppoſed to do) are worſe then Infi- 
dels,that never had the means of know-= 
ing and doing what Chriſt commands. 
As in reſpe& of fin and cternall puniſh- 
ment, thoſe that live under the Goſpell, 
but retuſe to ſubmit to it, may be ſaid 
to be worſe then Heathens ; ſo why not 
in point of externall Church privi- 
ledge likewiſe; they having forfeited 
all choſe. priviledges of word, prayer, 
Sacraments, ingaging all powerfull 
means of their reformation, which 
heathens never had the advantage of. 
And it is ſuppoſed that Chriſt is reje- 
fed in all the ordinary means ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to reclaim the ſcandalous and 
obſtinate in the Church, before this 
ſentence of excommunication is pro- 
nounced and put in execution againſt 
them, And juſt ic is, that they thar 
obſtinately rc jet all,ſhould be baniſhed 
trom all; that they my either return 
to their duty by repentance, and there- 
by give {atis'aftion to the Church, 
and be again received into communion: 
or elie adJde to obſtinacy apoſtahe ; 
alſo be r:jeQed tor ever, that the Name 
of God be not eviil ſpoken of, becauſe 
ot tuck frandalous members. 

4. Let hmn be to thee as a Heathen or 
Publica; that is, let the excommunica» 
ted be as odious, and as abominable to 
thee as a Publican, or Roman officer 
ſitting ac the reccit of cuſtome, was to 
the Jewes : Ooras a Heathen was to the 
Jewes, during the preſent ftate of the 
Jewiſh Church (with reſpe& to which 
Chriſt ſpeaks ) when the uncigcumciſed 
werean abomination to the Jewes; they 
being forbidden to Jet any ſtranger or 
uncirciciſed in the fleſh,come intoGods 
SanQuary,or partake of any priviledge 
of worſhip, but upom being a Proſelyre. 
And let the excommunicated be as ſuch 
a 
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a one, and then what hath the DoQor 
and his party gotten? 

Touching the praftiſe of the Greck 
Churches urged : I;fay what is that to 
us, when it is not agreeable to the pra- 
file of the firſt Apoftolicall Church of 
Chriſt? For upon the like ground on 
which they made four degrees of cx- 
communication, they might have 
brought in ten. And therefore not ſo 
much their prattiſe, as the ground 
thereof is to be regarded in this 
point, 

But then the Door addes, That if 
this admitting of the excommunicated to be 
pre/enit at all ordinances be an error, it is out 
of indulgence, and an errour on the right 
hand : for whereas be excludes from one or- 
dinance, he might exclude frem all, according 
to Mc. H. tenent, &c. 

ie To thisI anſwer; right hand er- 
roursareevill as well as left, and co be 
taken heed of ; and therefore not to be 
pleaded for, but to be reformed. 

2. Suſpenſion from the Sacrament 
only is no legall cenſure. 1. Becauſe it 
hath! no ground nor footing in the 
Word. 2, Becauſeiit is the ſame with 
excommunication, according to 9 

gg. 
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For he allowes prelence at all the or- 
dinances in the Church in both; and 
his proceedings in order to both are 
the ſame. Andheand the rcſt of his 
opinion and way, not coming uptothe 
true nature of Church cen(ures, do as 
much as in them lies, kinder the end of 
cenſures; which is, that the perſons 
cenſured may either be aſhamed and 
penitent, and ſo return to Chriſtian 
obedience z or elle renounce their pro- 
tcſſion, and turn Apoſtates. Thus I 
humbly conceive, Mr. H. tenent is no 
bloudy tenent; but a moſt mercitull 
way and means fet up in the Church, 
and left to be uſed as the laſt remedy, 
for the cure of the moſt deſperate ſouls: 
And not to uſe this remedy according 
ro its nature and true intent of Chrilt 
therein, is to deprive athe obſtinate ot- 
fendor of the only means left ot his 
amendment and ſalvation; and ſo is 
indeed far from being an errour on the 
right hand. And yet by the way, to 
exprefſe my thoughts a little further : 
I hold: that all unneceflarily friendly 
fawiliarity with ſcandalous diſorderly 
brethren, chat fin vur of wile, 
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whether they be under Church induf- 
gence, triall, or cenſure, is to be de- * 
clined according to that 1 Cor. 5. 10, 
11. Which tenſe 1 humbly conceive 
comes neerer the meaning ot the 
place, then to underſtand it of, or to 
interre there trom a ſuſpenſion from th 

Sacrament. | 

The laſt thing that I ſhall ſpeak togis 
the Doors exceptions againit ſome 
ot Mr. H. quotations of Scripture, 
concerning which I ſay ; let him bur 
allow Mr. H. the {ame liberty he takes 
hinſelt in fome of his own quotations, 
and then he will have little cauſe to 
finde fault for his impertinent allega- 
tions of Scyipture. 1 have given ac- 
count of ſome of the Dottors already : 
I ſhall here take notice ot two or three 
more. 

1, He urges many texts of Scripture 
to prove that ſome in the Old Teſta- 
ment were debarred the priviledges of 
worſhip for morall uncleannefſe : but 
his proofs in that fal ſhort of what they 
are brought to prove; being in caſes 
that will not ſerve his turn. For ſuch 
perſons in the Jewiſh Church, came 
under the cenſure of the Judicial Laws, 
which 
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which were very ſevere againſt ſuch 
offenders : and there is nuthing ex- 

reſt in Moſes or the Prophets ( chat 1 
he of Yin reterence to excommuni- 
cation. And in that Church, the por- 
ters charge concerning uncleannetie is 
to be underſtood of ceremonia!l and 
Gentile uncleanneflc. 

Again, for that Tit. 1. 15, brought 
by the Do&or to prove that ſome in the 
Church not excommunicated were un- 
clean.Ideny that thoſe the Apoſtle there 
ſpeaks ot,were of the Chriſtian Church. 
Let him conſult with the tenth verſe, 
and he may eaſily ſee the Apoſtle means 
thoſe vain talkers and deceivers that 
were eſpecially ot the circumcifion : 
they profeſle they know God,(as other 
unbeleeving Jewes did) but in their 
works they deny him, being abomina- 
ble,zand diſobedient, and to every good 
work reprobate, verl. 16. They were 
either ſuch as never were of the Chri- 
ftian Church,or it they were once of it, 
yet now were revolted and become 
Apoſtates by their horrid opinions, 
and abominable impicties. And then 
what is this co members of a Chriſtian 
Chucch, profeſling Chriſtianity ? 
Again 
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Apain, tor Church examination in 
order to the Sacrament, the Door al- 
ledges, 1 Pet. 3. 15. Be ready alway to 
give an anſwer ts every man that aiketh you 
a reajon of the hope that 4 in you, with 
meekpeſſe and fear; baving a good conſci- 
ence, &c. The ſcope ot the place is to 
ſhew what a Chriitians duty is when 
they are apprehended, and under the 
terrour ot perſecuting adverlarics : 
which duty is to be fo tar from being 
afirighted trom their Chriſtian proteſ- 
hon ; that in ſuch caſe, they ſhould be 
alwaies ready to give a reaſon of the 
hope that is in them with meekneffe 
and fear, &c. And the Apoſtle urges 
them to this duty of conſtancy from a 
great incouragenment, If you ſuffer for 
Tiphteouſn:ſſe ſake, happy are ye, verl. 14. 

ow how impertinent is this place for 
Church examination, or examination 
by the Paſtour or Elders before admit- 
tance to the Sacrament. It ſuch kinde 
of proofs be ſufficient to warrant that 
pradtiſe of examination, and ſuſpenſion 
trom the ordinance for negle& of ir, 
men may proveany thing they have a 
minde to; and make every fancy of their 
own a neceflary duty; and ſo make 
void 
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void the neceſſary Lawes of God by 
their traditions. 

I ſhal inſtance in one quotation more, 
and then I have done: and it is 2Pet.3.5. 
| we this they are willingly ignorant of,that by 
the Word of God the beavens were of old,&c. 
This the DoCtor quotes to prove thar 
grofſe ignorance in Church members is 
a ſcandalous fin, for which the Ghurch 
may proceed to cenſure them, and to 
ſuſpend them from the Sacrament : but 
ſure thisis not very pertinent to his 
purpoſe, as will eafily appear, if he con- 
ſult with the Context. This ſecond 
Epiſtle was written to ſtir up their pure 
mindes by way of remembrance, that 
they might be mindfull of the words 
ſpoken before by the holy Pro- 
phets, &c. and to arme them againſt 
thoſe Scoffers that ſhould come in the 
Jaſt daies : 2 Pet. 3. 1,2,3. Knowing, this 
firſt, that there ſhall come in the laſt daies 
(coffers, walking after their own laſts ; and 
ſayine,WWhere u the promile = coming,&C. 
Scoffers at the Promiſe z which notes rhe 
higheſt degree of defe&ion from and 
renouncing of piety, ſo P/al. 1.1. of the 
three degrees of ungodly men the jcoffers 
or [corners is the laſt, as being the worſt. 

; And 
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And by theſe are meant ſuch as fell off 
and joined their ſclves with the perſe- 
cuting Jewes, complying with them 3 
and falling into all the villany in the 
world, expreſt here by walking after 
their own lufts, that is, going on hab# 
tually as in a conſtant courſe, doing 
| whatſoever ſeemed right in their own 
eyes, without any reſtraint of law, of 
| nature, of Chrift, &c. In the ſecond 
chapter of this ſecond Epiſtle, they are 

| | {ct torth in their colours; to be tuch | 


as had eſcaped the pollutions that are 
? in the world, through che knowledge 
| of our Lord and Saviour Jcius Chrilt, 
| and by apoſtaſlie were intangled again | 
therein, and overcome, and fo their 
| latterend was worſe then the begin= {| 
| ning. They that have bcen converted | 
' trom their heatnen fins, by receiving 
the knowledge and faith of Chriſt, and 
then again relapie and turn to them 
again, this latter eſtate of theirs, this "l 
Chriſtian Heatheniſme is worſe then 
their bare Heatheniſme at firſt. They 
£ had knowledge enough to bring in 
3.., damnable hereftes, and wicked looſe 
opinions; to wreſt the Scriptures, to 
rrouble che Church, and unſettle many : 
but 


"—_— 
——_— 


AQ vw 


OO wn OY (97 


CE 


_wy = _- G—_ ww ww” G—_— ww WY —— Y ”. ww ry rn 


19 the Lords Supper removed. 


3g 


but they were willingly ignorant of 
the Word of God; they had the know- 
ledge of Scripture, but againſt their 
knowledge did pervert the fame, and 
wreſt all the Scriptyresto their own 
deſtruftion ; as the learned Papilts and 
our Apoftate Sefts do. Burt what is 
this to the fimple ignorant among us, 
that out of carcleſneſſe meerly, or in- 
capacity and weaknefſe are ſo; and yet 
adhere to the true religion by protel- 
fion amongſt us? Theſe are ſtrange 
miſtakes and applications of Scriptures: 
but I hope the Dottor is not willing- 
ly ignorant. By this he may ſee how 
ſevere heis againſt chat in Mr. H. which 
he is more guilty of himfelf. Bur I 
have done with this, increating him 
and all others into whoſe hands 
this ſhall come, to make a charitable 
ſenſe and conftruftion of what I have 
here written, and not to be offended, 
or prejudiced at the plainnefſe of the 
matter or rudenefſe oft the expreſlions 
and method, becauſe I want thoſe ad- 
vantages that ſhould help all this. 

The Lord knowes that I herein in- 
tend plainnefſe, and ſo farras I know 
my own heart, Ihave thus declared my 
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judgement in theſe things in upright- 
nefſe andincerity,hoping they may be 
a means of the Churches good, tending 
to herpeaceandunity z and1 am per- 
ſwaded will beſo it prejudice or ſome 
other thing do not hinder the ſerious 
confideration, right underſtanding and 
uſe of what I have here written. And 
ſo I have done with the reverend Do- 
Cor. 

And I ſhall now from the grounds 
and principles laid down in the forc- 
going diſcourſe, crave leave to hint a 
few things to the diſſenting brethren of 
the Congregationall way : and the ra- 
ther, becaule it the Presbyterian way 
(as ſome do prattiſe ) will not hold and 
ſtand good, much leffe will the Inde- 
pendent novelty in point of ſeparation, 
and gathering, Churches out ot Presby- 
terian congi cgations or others, and 
therefore give me leave (you that are 
for that way ) to ſpeak freely unto you 
in a few words. 

It you judge the Miniſtry and the 
ordinances and particular congregati- 
ons lawtull as to the main, why do you 
ſeparate from them, and gather out 


their beſt members from them 2? would 


you 
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you be content to be ſo ferved by other 
ſeparated Churches ? Doth not this 
ſenhibly infinuateto the world, that 
thoſe gathered Churches are the only 
Churches of Chrift, and fo all other 
congregations (not after your moul- 
ding) thereby called into queſtion whe- 
ther they be Churches of Chriſt or no? 
Are you for order and edification, and 
for the peace of the whole, or are you 
not? Doyou intend the retormation 
of the whole, or ofa part only? It 
you be only tor the reformation of a 
part, and your defire be to draw up 
ſome to purity - of ordinances and 
ſpirituall communion with Chriſt their 
head, and one with another, what muſt 
become of all the reſt that are not of 
your minde, nor indecd in a capacity 
of admittance unto you, upon your 
termes and qualifications of members ? 
what will you make of them that are 
not ſo qualified ? will you account 
them members of the true viftible Ca- 
tholick Church, and yet nor fit to be 
of particular congregations, and enjo 
communion with Chriſt in all his holy 
ordinances? 
Are they by vertue of the holy Co- 
G3 venant 
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venant of grace, Church natives and 
members borne; and declared to be 
ſuch by publick teftimony on the 
Churches part in adminiſtring of Bap- 
tifme unto them, a great Church pri- 
viledge, of right belonging to none 
but ſuch as are in cxternall Covenane 
with God at leaſt, either by profeſſion 
of faith in themſelves, or by their pa- 
rents, and yet not ht ro be owned, or 
received into communion by any par- 
ticular congregation 2 Why, what a 
cale are we in then? Your ſelves were 
equall with che rſt in your Baptiſme, 
and under the ſame adminiſtration ot 
worſhip and ſervice that others were : 
and if you have found a blefling in 
your regeneraticn and effe&uall cal- 
ling, keeping, in that ſtation, why doe 
you forſake it now ? Hath the Cove- 
nant of grace, in the uſe of ordinary 
means, brought quickning grace and 
life ro your fouls (which is the main 
In order to cternall bleſfedn:fle)) whi- 
ther will you go to mend your felyes? 
Why thould you be fo offended at the 
preſence cf ſuch as you your ſelves 
once were ? Did (ſuch kinde of perſons 
kinder the power and blctfing of ordi- 
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nances from doing you good before, 
that you are ſo zealous in ſeparating 
fromthem now ? Will nor the effefts 
of tree grace which you have already 
received convince yon, that it is good 
foryou to keep your former ſtation, 
and wait upon the ſame God in cove- 
nant for increaſe and compleating of 
what he hath begun 2 What fault can 
you finde with Word, Sacraments and 
Prayer ( the main effentials of holy 
worſhip} they being the ſame both 
wittrus and you ? only you are grie- 
ved that ſinners ſhould enjoy the bene- 
fit of all theſe, though you as bad as 
they have found good inthe uſe of all 
thefe. Would you have Jeſus Chriſt 
ſave no more then thoſe that are alrea- 
dy ſaved, or ina ſaving ſtate ? Would 
you have the effefts of Covenant love, 
flowing from a bleeding Saviour unto 
ſinners now to ceaſe? Had not meer 
grace and mercy prevented when you 
were ſinners, you had been impenicent 
{inners ſtill like to the worſt. Will 
not the remembrance of what you once 
were beget ſome bowels of tenderneſle 
roward ſuch finners? Is this your ſe- ' 
paration the way to draw on others 
CG 4 that 
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that are weak ones, and to recover of- 

fending brethren ? Is this the way to 
do their ſouls good, to rail and revile 
them with reproachfull ſpeeches and 
{landers, calling them the World in op- 
polition to the Church, and unbelee- 
vers, aliens, profane ones, dogs, and 
{wine, and the like? Nay, js not this 
the way ratherto caſt ſtumbling blocks 
before theblinde, and to deſtroy many 
weak brethren whom Chriſt hath gied 
for, by hardning them in an evill way ? 
Is it not a means to make them apoſta- 
tize from the true Religion, and turn 
Papiſts or any thing, to keep the name 
of Chriſtians, rather then ro be under 
that reproach of Intidels, Heathens, the 
profane world, &c. You would have 
them let tro wander in their own wales, 
and fo you make them objetts of the 
thrcatnings, but not of the grace of the 
Goſpell and promifes ; under the com- 
mands, but not under the promiles 
made-to Golpell adminiſtrations. I 
wonder at it,that ſuch Miniſters would 
be accounted the only men that patro- 
nize free grace, and the only Goſpell 
Preachers ; and yct forget that Chriſt 
came jnto the world to ſaye any} 
an 
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and to give repentance and remiſſion of 
fins; to ſcek and to (ave that which is 
loſt, as all were and are untill he knde 
them and gather them to himſelf by a 
bleſſing of ſpirit and power in the uſe of 
his own ordinances. The Scriptures di- 
ſtinguiſh indeed between the Church 
and the World ; but theſe men will be 
making 'a world in the Church, and 
a world out of the Church : and make 
Infidels of the baptized, and ſuch as 
were born in the Church, and make a 
profeſlion of faith, and that truly too 

o the objedt ar leaſt, and yceld ex- 
tFnall conformity in the materials of 
worſhip and Chriſtian obedience. But 
you that are ſo bold to unchurch Chri- 
ſlians, and to' make ſpoile in Chriſts 
Kingdome; did you ever read any ſuch 
thing approved in the Scriptures? I con- 
feſſe thele are bold times; but Jet not 
men make too bold with Jeſus Chriſts 
intereſt; ſuffer him to have his ſull 
poſſeſſions and dominion over all his 
lubje&s that profeſſe loyalty and ho- 
mage unto him in the world. Let us 
wiſhgrace and peace to all that cal! 
on the name of the Lord Jeſus both 
theirs and Gurs ; and let us have uni- 
on 
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on with them and communion too in 
all the Lawes and ordinances of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He hath ſpirit and grace tufh- 
cient toanſwer all the wants, to pre- 
vent all the evils of all that ſeek atter 
him according to his own inſtitutes. 
Oh brethren hinder none jn ſccking at< 
ter Jeſus : diſcourage none becauſe 
they are ſinners from coming under 
the moſt ingaging ordinances to pre- 
ferve Chriftian obedience; do not aCt 
fo contrary to the Apoſtolicall daies. 
Fhe Apoſtles did what they could to 
convert the world unto C mer 
and rejoyced in bringing finners ro tie 
obedience of faith : and were all for 
the inlarging of Chriſts kingdome, for 
which end they put themſelves upon 
the greateft hazards. And will many 
of you pervert Chriſtianity into the 
world» Chrift into Belial, anchurch 
and unchriſtian fuch as the Apoſtles 
did generally imbrace, and receive to 
communion upon as flender grounds 
as ours aredelired to be received ? Did 
you ever read that they refuſed any 
one that imbraced the Du&rine of 
faith, and was willing to be baptized? 
Did you ever read that they required 
more 
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more to breaking of bread, then they 
did to Baptiſme ? Did you ever read, 
that they called any in the Church Un- 
beleevers, Heathens, Belial, Dogs, &c. 
Did you ever read of this diſtinftion of 


Church and World in any of thoſe + 


Churches che Scriptures ſpeak ot ? I 
would you would prove a twofold 


' world, one in the Church, another our 


of the Church: and a twofold King- 
dome in the viſible Church of Chriſt, 
where men and women generally ſub- 
mit to the Lawes and Ordinances of 
Jefus Chriſt. Will you confound things 
chat ſo much concern the Lord Chriſts 
intereſt ? can you put no difference be- 
tween the unregenerate under Covenant 
lations and adminiſtrations, and the 
infidel world that are left to wander 
from all theſe, and to ſacrifice to the 
Devill, and not unto the true God at 
all ? Will you allow themno betrer ti- 
tles and priviledges then you will al. 
low to Heathens * I wonder what rule 
you walk by, and judge by, and what 
ſpiritit is that you a@ ſo vigoroully 
trom. Suppoſe the Indians in America 
ſhould generally embrace the Chriſtian 
faith, and difayow their worſhipping 

of 
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of Devils, and dehire to imbody them- 
ſelves with thoſe that profeſſe the Chri- 
ſtian religion, would you not offer 
them Baptiſme, and upon their coming 
under it, would you not admitthem to 
all the ordinances of Chriſtian proteſ- 
fion and communion ? Whether you 
would orno, the Apoſtles have done 
it in the like caſe. Or ſuppoſe the ins 
fide]ll Jewes ſhould be convinced of 
theic miſtake, and ſhould now conteſle 
that Jeſus whom their fathers cruciti- 
ed, is the true Meſſiah and Saviour of 
the world ; and upon that account re- 
nounce their errour,and deſire the Bap- 
tilme of Chriſt, proteſling their refolu- 
tion to ſubmit unto his adminiſtrati- 
ons, and come under Chriſtian obcdi- 
ence, would you rctuſe them and not 
baptize them untill they were ſo qua- 
lifted as tocome up to your termes of 
communion ? Ithink you would not. 
And I pray then, why will you ſeparate 
from themoſt of ours that are lawfully 
baptized, and come up to the ſa me proa- 
ſcion, and are of no other religion bug 
the Chriſtian religion, and «xpe& ſal- 
vation by Chriſt alone? Is it becauſe 
they have this by education and the 
helps 


| 
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© helps of cradicion, which in the other 
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caſc is not ſ0? I pray you do not un- 
dervalue any benefits and helps that are 
the conſequences of the Covenant of 
grace. Remember how ſadly the Apo- 
Rle laid it co heart, when the Jewes by 
their infidelity in denying Chriſt to be 
the Son of God, did unchurch them- 
ſelves and apoſtatize, Rom. 10. 1. and 
the 11. compared, It was not their 
being carnall and otherwiſe ignorant 
and wicked, but their not belceving 
that Chriſt was the Meſhas promiſed 
unto their fathers, that did unchurch 
them and their poſterity to this day: for 
that unbeliet was the thing that barr'd 
them from his adminiſtrations, & ſo aro 
{aid to be cut ott,alcthough by bicth pri- 
viledge they were the only naturall 
branches or Church members. Were they 
refuſed by the Apoſtles, or caſt off, or 
did they cje& & caſt out themſelves from 
being branches of the true Olive?Chriſts 
coming in the fleſh not diſcerned by 
them, was the occaſion of their fall 
from being the Iiracl of God: he was 
the ſtumbling ſtone and the rock of of- 
fence, that made tnem fall from their 
Chu: ch ſtate and relaticn, They would 
noc 
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not own any other adminiftration buc 
that of Moſes ; and upon that account 
undid chem(ſclves and periſhed. Whac 
think you would have been the iffue, 
had they owned Jeſus Chriſt to be the 
true Meſſias, and ſo had come under the 
Goſpell adminiſtrations, as ours are; 
and would not be under any other, 
that they ſhould have been refuſed and 
ſeparated from, as being none of the 
Church of Chriſt ? I belcech you con- 
ſider of it: did not thouſands of the 
Jewes come in and offer themſelves to 
Baptiſmeat the preaching of one ſhort 
word or ſermon, AZ. 2- And can we 
imagine that they were all true Con- 
verts in your ſenſe? was any refuſed 
that defired to be one in the Chriſtian 
profefſion ? Suppole that all the com- 
mon people in England were unbapti- 
zed (as ſome reproachfully and (lan- 
deroufly report they are) and were 
ſenſible ofthat condition : and (ſhould 
come and defire Baptiſme upon no 
other account then their preſent capa- 
city would admit of; contefſing them- 
{elves {1nners, and promiling obedience 
to the word of Gud; profelling hope 


of mercy and happineſſe through the 
merits 
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merics of Jeſus Chrift (which all thar 
bave learned their Creed are capable to 
do) 1 would fain know whether you 
could lawfully refuſe to baptize them 
at the preſent, withont any long defer- 
ring of it, although they had been Hea- 
thens born. I would I did but under- 
ſtand your anſwer to this {uppotition. 
I conceive that all thoſe that being of 
years,are in a capacity tor Baptifme, are 
ina capacity alſo of all other Chrifſti- 


- an communion. I preſume the Apo- 


ſtles baptized upon as cafe termes, and 
ſo might you ; except you have a dit- 
ferent commiſſion, or underſtand the 
Apoltles commiſſion in ſome other ſenſe 
then they themſelves did. But I muft 
contra my ſelt,8& aske you once again, 
whether you ever found any preſident 
in the Word for what you praftiſe in 
this point? what Church under the 
adminiſtration of the Goſpel] will at- 
ford a prelident for your praftiſe ? Do 
you ſeparate according to Apoſtolicall 
order and rule,or byvertae of ſome new 
commiſſion or light the Scriptures ne- 
ver taught you? 1 pray you again 
conſider ; you had need be ſure ofgood 
warrant to bear you out: for you bave 
been 
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been the caufe and means of oar being 
without di(cipline, Sacraments, union 
and communion with other refor- 
med Churches : indulgence to you hath 
been the occaſion oftan unlimited To» 
leration, the miſery ofall thoſe fa&ti- 
ons, Schiſmes, Hereſics, Blaſphemies 
now abounding in every corner of the 
Land. Well, it your foundation be 
only the wiſdome of the fleſh, and a 
worldly intereſt, time will diſcover 
more of the Babel you are building : 
when the conſequences of your prin- 
ciples, praftiſe and deſign are come to 
fall maturity. Ic may come to that 
paſſe (and it is much to be feared it 
will) that you would retreat it you 
could tell how. Inthe mean time the 
wilde beafts of the wildernefſe come in- 
to Gods vineyard, and by herefies de- 
ſtroy the tender grapes : aud many follow 
their perniciow wayes, by reaſon of whom 
the way of truth is evil! ſpoken of. Men 
ariſe from among - our ſelves ſpeaking per- 
verſe things to draw away Diſciples aſter 
them, 2 Pet,2.2. AR. 20. 50. But mark 
them thut cauſe diviſiens and avoid them, 
Rom. 16. 17. 
But lec me ſpeak one word more in 
| Ot = 
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order to diſcipline, which as you were 


never yet willing ro come under as to 
the retorming of the whole, ſo have 
your indeyours been all along moſt 
fierce to obſtruf and retard the diſti- 
pline debated on in order to that end. 
Again,when the ficteſt wayin Chriſtian 
prudence, according to rule was agreed 
upon asa means to reforme the whole z 
andconfirmed by the ſupreme Autho- 
rity of this Nation : defhigns were dri- 
ven on to obſtrut irc, and ſuch things 
attempted, as are the greateſt feandals 
to the Proteftant Religion rhat ever ix 
ſuffered-\under, ' 

And thirdly, notwithſtanding many 
ſympromes arid fad omens of a carnall 
defien tending' to the confuſion and 
ruine ofthe whole (and thoſe the pro- 
per produdgs of your own miſcarri- 
ages) do already appear; yet you per- 
fiſt in your own contrivances, and 
will not retrat, untill not only 
the Church, bur alſo the flouriſhing 
ſtate of the Common wealth be invol- 
ved in the ſame confuſion and ruine, 
The very finewes of the Common- 
wealth are the fear of God, and divine 
order in carrying on the. ſame in = 

(8 


— 


EE eee iii er 


— 


— _—— 


The Barre to free Admiſſion 


"gs pars uniformly : ditterent parties 
and fagtions too much indulged do 
ever beget jealouſtes and fears, the 
common nurlery ot tcdition and rebel- 
lion : And that which cannot be bcld 
without gratitying of all ta&tions and 
parties, cannot in reafun and policy 
hold long. Why may not men cruly 
far God, and carry on the power of 
godlinelle in their {everal tun&ions and 
laces , under an eſtabliſhment of Da- 
rine, worſhip and order; the only 
way to honour God ? And the beſt cx+ 
pedient to preſerve the whole unifor- 
mity in the Church is a good founda- 
tian of peace and cranquilliey in the 
Common-wealth. And that is ever 
the beſt policy amongſt Chriſtians that 
is ſubordinate to true piety : and our 
greateft freedome delired, will be ſoo- 
neſt attained in the way of religiouſ- 
nelſe, when lin will be a ſnare to any 
people. 1 confclle it is meerly occa- 
fiona]lly that tone things have drop- 
ped from my pen of this nature. I 
would not oftend any, nor have I un- 
dertaken to meddle. with the Indepen- 
dent way ſtritly taken; they have 
been ſufficiently anſwered by _ 
care 


Cen AU BEn..2” Ct 


CC n—_ 


18 the Lords Supper removed. 


99 


learned and reverend (en lemen + and 
the inconliſtences, concraditions, ab« 
ſurdities and miſtakes ut their way 
diſcovered, and not y:t vindicated by 
any that ever I heard of. 1] only have 
hinted ſome things tending (as I con- 
ceive )to the Churcics peace and 'uni- 
ty in vindicating Church niembers 
from reproach and {Jander, and infe- 
rence to the preceding diſcourſe. And 
therefore I ſhall end with Mr. Humphreys 
wiſhes,adding ſome of mine own. 

1. Iwiſh we had a government eſta- 
bliſhe in the Church, the neareſt in 
Chriftian prudence that may be to the 
word of God. 

2. I wiſhthe duty of fraternall cor» 
reption, a watching over, and admo- 
niſhing one another in love were bet- 
ter known and praQtiſed amongſt us. 

3. Iwiſh thatmen would look more 
to their own conſciences,and leave the 
judging of others ſpirits,heart andreing 
alone tothe judgement ſeat of Chrift. 

4+ I wiſh, though there may be ſome 
judging !by the truits, that wiſe reli- 
glous tnen' would be more cautious of 
countenancing the ſeparations in the 
vitble Church, ſeeing upon the ſame 
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out of any mixt congregation, another 
will gather a ſeparation out of your 
Church z and {ſo continue (as I have 
intimated from our ſad experience) an 
endlefle ſeparating, untill this firſt fe- 
paration thall in a few years be able 
to take up the ſaying of that greateſt 
Grand-mother, unto thoſe many 
Schiſmes thee ſhall ſee iſſuing as her 
naturall off-ſprcing, out of her owne 
bowels, Riſe up daughter, go to thy 
daughter, for thy daughters daughter 
has a daugbtcr ; for this ſeparations 
ſeparation has a ſeparation ; ſo farre 
Mr. Humfrey : 1 adde. 

I. ] wiſh that the diſtinftion of be- 
leevers and unbeleevers, Church and 
world, Chriſt and Belial, holy and 
profane, worthy Church members, 
and unwortby, were ulcd in the Church 
of God according to Scripture mean- 
ing, and with due caution, and no 
otherwiſe. 

2. I with that Sacraments were more 
clearly underſtood in reſpe& of their 
nature and end, attributing unto them 
their due according to the Scripture, 


avoiding all hu mane boldneſfe, either 
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Wadding to advance them, or in dimi- 
niſhing them ſo as in the leaſt degree to 
debaſe them. F Nl 

3- I wiſh that the Lord Jeſus may 
have the liberty and full ſcope of his 
own inſticuted ordinances given for 
the ſpirituall good of his Church 
that he may uſe them as inſtruments 
of his Spirit in order to thar end, up- 
on the ſpirirs of all his ſubje&s, accor- 
ding to their -necefſitics and ſpirituall 
wants. 

4- I with that a godly care may be 
taken in the education ot all borne in 
the Church, that being inſtrufted in the 
plaineſt way of faith and obedience in 
the Chriſtian religion, they may be 
prepared co profit by every ordinance 
in the Church when they come to 
years. 

5- I wiſh that all of years may be 
made to underſtand their duties and 
Church priviledges and be incoura- 
ged unto Church communion in all 
the waies of Chriſt; that ſo they may 
come under Church diſcipline, the beſt 
remedy to reclaim the obſtinate and 
wilfull offenders. 

6. I wiſh the gifted brethren were 

| H 3 better 
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better iwployed, then in unchurching 
our Churches, and gathering Churches 
out of them : it vere a work more pros 
per and acceptable, either to. be con- 
tent to exerciſe rheir gifts to the edify- 
ing and building up of that Church in 
which they received them; or elſe to 
goe into the infidell world (as the A- 
poſtles did) and preach the Goſpel and 
plant Churches there. 
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Eader, fince I parted with what 

I had written in anſwer to Door 
Drake in the foregoing diſcourſe ; there 
came to my hand Mr. Humfreys Rejoy- 
ner in vindication of himſelt; a work 
very well performed by him : wherein 
the truth formerly by him aſſerted is. 
better cleared, and confirmed, to the 
ſatisfaftion of many ſouls feating 
God, and breathing forth their ear- 
neſt delires after the ſettlement, refor- 
mation and uniformity of the Charch 
of God in Eng/and according to the 
Word of God. Be not prejudiced 
againſt his book by other learned men, 


*who have and till do appear' with 
'much birtterneſſe and paſſion againſt 


him ; more to affright with words and 
humane diQates meerly, then with mat» 
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ter of grounded truth, according to the 
ſenſe of the holy Scripture: witneſſe 
that book put forth by ſome Mi- 
niſters of Gloceſter-ſhire, inticuled, A 
Scriptare Raile to the Communion Table. 
I confeſſe the title is good; for we do 
acknowledge there ought to be ſuch a 
thing ; but not in their ſenſe, as I hope 
ſhall appear by the diſcovery made in 
this ſhort diſcourſe following, ia 
which I ſhall wave what hath been al- 
ready written in anſwer to D. Drake, 
by Mr, Hwnfrey and my ſelf, and take 
notice only of ſome things in the 
Scripture Raile which bave not yer 
been ſpoken to, that I know of. And 


, this I ſhall do as briefly as I can, be- 


cauſe I would not anticipate him 
whom ie doth more nearly con- 
cern. 


And firſt of all, becauſe I would not 
leavethe weak and incautelous Reader 
deceived with vain and groundleſſe 
words in reading this Scripture Raile, 
let this be noted, that I take Scrj- 
pture diſcipline to be the only Rail 
for the Communion Table ; which (l 
hope)b oth the Author reproached, and 

my 
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my felt earneſtly detire may be ſer up; 
and all our indeyours t:nd as condu- 
ciblemeans to that end: as being afſu- 
red that the firſt ſtove in the building 
of the reformation, (as to our caſe ) 
is holy diſcipline : And whether their 
principles or ours tend moſt to that, I 
hope to make appear tw ſobcr and 
unprejudiced Chriſtians. And the way 
I hall cake, ſhall be ro diſcover ſome 
of theſe Gentlemers unbrotherly dea- 
lings with Mr. Humfrey: firſt in per- 
verting his (nie. Second!y, in ſetting 
upa Raile tothe Lords Table, by per- 
verting Scripture, and ſo making thar 
Raile to be a pretended diſcipline 
meerly, 

1. They have damned and cenſured 
his Buok to be an ungodly pamphler, 
in which is a waſle of perverting Scri- 
ptures, tending to deſtroy all Church 
retormation ; little better then carnall 
and profane reaſoning, ſophiſtry, a 
heterodox piece, abomination, a vile 
piece, with divers other ſuch hard cen- 
ſures; lagguage enough to affright 
any from ever looking into it, that 
have any care of their ſouls, to avoid 
their own deftration, in complying 
with 
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with that ſoul damning praiſe of 
maintaining mixt communion, as they 
call it, 

I muſt confeſſe theſe men ſeem very 
confident in reproaching and cenſuring 
both the Book and the man : but in 
thistheir indeavour to make it thus 
vile and odioustothe world, they have 
not the leaſt evidence of truth or 
ſtrengrch ot reaſon to evince ir, that I 
can finde in their Bovk : And ic will ſo 
appear, it you minde what is Mr. H, 
ſcope and end in hisdiſcourſe,and what 
are the principles upon which it is 
founded. As, 

1, That the vifible Church of Chriſt 
conſiſts of men making a profeſſion of 
faich in Jeſus Chriſt, and fo are Saints 
by calling, what ever they are in truth, 
while they ſo profefſe, and adhere 
to the true worſhip,the means and mat» ' 
ter of which are hearing the word, 
receiving the Sacrament, and prayer : 
and of theſe many are called and few 
are choſen. 

2, That all of theſe of years come 
under the obligation of Chriſts com- 
mands, and are bound todo their dut 
& homage to Chriſt their Lord,' as well 

as 
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as they can, according to Mat. 28. 


19, 20. 

3. That all ſuch ought ro ſubmit to 
Church diſcipline, and not to be «x- 
chuded from any obſervance, nor deny- 
ed any Church priviledge, until! they 
be judicially proceeded againſt, and 
debarred by veriue of politive excom- 
MUNICIaTION., 

4. That Miniſters by vertuse of their 
fun&ion and office may lawfully ad- 
minifter the Sacraments to Church 
members, though they be ignorant and 
ſcandalons, he doing his duty as well 
as he may in preparing them, in the 
want of Church diſcipline. Theſe(1 
dare boldly afhirme) are the main things 
aſſerted in that little deſpiſed piece ; 
which with a ſober fpirir, the Author 
bath ſoberly diſcuffed and cleared from 
the common exceptions made againſt 
it by men of different ' mindes : for 
which his pains firſt and Jaſt, I verily 
beleeve the Church of God im England 
have great caufe tobe thankful to the 
Lord of the harveſt, for ſending fach a 
faichfull} plain-hearted labonrer a- 
mongſt us; the fiveer temperature of 
his ſpirits fo adorned with wifdome, 
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charity,and ſuch a peaccable frame, be- 
ſpeaks him taught of God the true 
ſenſe of his will in his holy Scriptures, 
rather then his reproachers. 

1. Touching the vifible Church, 
what evill hath he done in aſſerting it, 
ro conliſt of men making a profeſſion of 
faith in Chriſt z Wherein doth he diſ- 
0 ſent from the moſt orthodox writers 
'Y in all ages, in judging the Church of 
'S Englend a trueChurch ? It is confeſſed 
by the adverſaries; and allo that a 
parochiall congregation where the 
Word is truly preached, and - che Sa- 
craments adminiftred according to or- 
der, being a part of the whole, is a 
true Church likewiſe. And this is al- 
ſo confelſed by theſe Gentlemen ; for 
they grant that our parochiall Chur- 
chesare true Churches in a large ſenſe, 
and that is enough as to this; and fo 
I hope there is no evill in this firſt po= 
ſition. | 

2. For the next thing by bim aſſer- 
ted, namely, that all of years in a pa- 
riſh, being baptized, come under the 
obligation of all Chrifts commands ; 
it is proved by the text before cited, 
Mia. 28. 19,20, And that inorder as 
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the Lords Supper, Do this in remem# 
brance of me, isa known duty belong- 
ing to every particular member of the 
Church in common with all other 
parts of the worſhip and ſervice of 
God. Andis it then profane reaſoning 
to urge Church members to do theic 
duty and hpmage, in this particular 
more then.in all others ? To this theſe 
Gentlemen have ſaid but little (that 1 
can finde) to take off what is urged by 
Mr. H. 

As for that of the Paſſeover, Mr. H. 
hath the better end of the ſtate ; itbe- 
ing the duty of all to obſerve ir in the 
ſeaſon under penalty of their lives up- 
on wilfull negle&t. Nwmb. 9.13. And 
# any, by reaſon of legall uncleanneſk, 
or being ina journey a far off, could 
not keep the Paſſcover the fourteenth 
day of the firſt moneth, they were to 
keep it the fourteenth day ofthe ſecond 
moneth, and ſo nothing would excuſe 
any in the not obſerving that ordi- 
nance, ſee verf;, 10, 11. And beſides, 
that legall uncleannefſe did not de- 
barre them from the Paſſeover more 
then from any other obſervance gf 
communion ſacred gr civill., , 
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- charity,and ſuch a peaccable frame, be- 
ſpeaks him taught of God the true 
ſenſe of his will in his holy Scriptures, 
rather then his reproachers. 

1. Touching the viſible Church, 
what evill hath he done in afferting it, 
ro conliſt of men making a profeſſion of 
faith in Chriſt 2 Wherein doth he dif- 
ſent from the moſt orthodox writers 
in all ages, in judging the Church of 
Erglenda trueChurch ? It is confeſſed 
by the adverſaries; and allo that a 
parochiall congregation where the 
Word is truly preached, and - che Sa- 
craments adminiftred according to or- 
der, being a part of the whole, is a 
true Church likewiſe. And this is al- 
ſo confelſed by theſe Gentlemen ; for 
they grant that our parochiall Chur- 
chesare true Churches in a large ſenſe, 
and that is enough as to this; and fo 
I hope there is noevill in this firſt po= 
ſition. | 

2. For the next thing by bim aſſer- 
ted, namely, that all of years in a pa- 
riſh, being baptized, come under the 
obligation of all Chrifts commanids 3 
it is proved by the text before cited, 
Mi. 28, 19,20, And that inorder oy 

tne 
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the Lords Supper, Do this in rememe 
brance of me, isa known duty belong- 
ing to every particular m—_— of the 
Church in common with all other 
parts of the worſhip and ſervice of 
God. Andis it then profane reaſoning 
to urge Church members to do theic 
duty and homage, in this particular 
more then.in all others ? To this theſe 
Gentlemen have ſaid but little Char 1 
can finde)) to take off what is urged by 
Mr. H. 

As for that of the Paſſeover, Mr. H. 
hath the better end of the ſtatfe ;, itbe- 
ing the duty of all to obſerve ir in the 
ſeaſon under penalty of their lives up- 
on wilfull negle&t. Numb. 9.13, And 
# any, by reaſon of legall uncleannefle, 
or being ina journey a far off, could 
not keep the Paſſcover the fourteenth 
day of the firſt moneth, they were to 
keep it. the fourteenth day ofthe ſecond 
moneth, and ſo nothing would excuſe 
any in the not obſerving that ordi- 
nance, ſee verſ. 10. 11. And beſides, 
that legall uncleannefſe did not de- 
barce them from the Paſſeover more 
then from any other obſervance gf 
communion ſacred or civill,, : 

« 
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Ir is pity theſe Gentlemen ſhould b 
in (uch haſte, that they could not in 
torce the many places of Scriptur 
which have been brought by others (a 
they ſay pag. 28.) to prove that th 
Jewes were kept trom the palſeover to 
morall uncleannefſe or fſcandalou 
fins; which they are confident neithe! 
M. H.nor all the world can everanſwer 
For my part I wonder what Scripture: 
thoſe are, that I ſhould never fee no! 
read them in the Bible. Theſe Gentle: 
men quote four texts (as I rake it) tc 
prove the ſame 3 to which I ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething particularly. 

The firſt text is Numb. 15. 30, 31. 
Where by Gods appointment, the ſou! 
{inning preſumpruouſly was co be cut 
off from among his people; namely 
by death ; and fo from: all other ob- 
ſervancesas well as the Paſſeover. And 
for the unclean perſon that would not 
ſubmic co the law of purification, he 
was to becut off from the congregati- 
on of Iſrael; and therefore from all 
communlton in worthip, Numb.1 9,20. 

And putting out of the Syna- 
gogae, Fob. 9. 22e Wasto be put out 
ofthe Jewes and Gentiles, aud fo _ 
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all ordinances of worſhip ; beſides the 
Synagogues were not the place of kee- 
ping the feaſt of the patſeover. And 
what then is there yet in all tkis to 
prove that for morall uncleannefſe 
lome were to be kept from the Palk- 


, overonly ? 


But let us come ro the next place, 
which is Ezra 10: 8. Where (they ſay) 
whoſoever would not come to build the 
Temple within three daies, ſhould be 
ſeparated from the congregation, and 
conſequently excluded trom the paſſe- 
over. Thisplace, that it might ſeem 
to be for their purpdle, is corrupted by 
them, and falfly alledged. The words 
are part of that proclamation agreed 
upon by the heads of the people after 
their return from captivity to Jeruſa- 
lem; concerning that great (in of ta- 
king ſtrange wives, whoſoever woujd 
not come within the three daies accor- 
ding to the counſel! of the Princes and 
the Elders of the people,all his ſubſtance 
ſhould be forfeited, and himſelf ſepa- 


| rated from the congregation, &c. Now 
| was thito come to build the Temple ? 


no, it was to confeſſe cheir fins, and to 
put away their ſtrange wiyes, that the 


wrath 
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wrath of the Lord might be turned 
away. I his Scripture will ſerve my turn 
hcreaiter berrer then theirs now. 

But the next Scripture they alledge 
is Ezeh. 22.26. Her Prieſts have viola= 
ted my law, and have profaned my holy 
Things : they have put n0 difference between 
the holy and profane, the clean and the un 
Clean. Now by huly and profane (we 
know) is uſually meant che circumci- 
ſed and the uncircumciled; and fo 
clean and unclean is to be taken in a 
legall ſenſe : and then what is this to 
debarring from the jPafſeover for mo- 
rall uncleannefſc afid ſcandalous lins, 
more then from other obſervances ? 

Bur they ſay further, that the un- 
circumciſed in heart were not to. center 
into the SanCtuary to pollute itzand fpr 
this they quote Ezek. 44.7, 9. where 
again they groſly abuſe the Text, and 
chat wilfully too,as one may think. And 
truly I cannot but wonder that'men 
pretending to fuch purity of worſhi 
_ diſcipline, dare make ſo bold wit 

criptures, as purpoſely to pervert 
them to blinde rogue, # the picder 
that he may not underſtand the ſenſe ; 
telling himchat ſuch as did manifeſtly 
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appear to be uncircumciſed in heart, 
though they had received the circum- 
ciſion of the fleſh,might not enter ioto 
the Sanfuary ; and that the admitting 
of fuch into the SanQtuary, was 
the fault for which the Prieſts were 
puniſhed, ver{. 13. A moſt notorious 
talſhood, and (it they did look upon 
the text) wiltully afſerted to deceive 
their reader. The thing the Lord com- 
plained of in this place, was that they 
had bruught into Gods SanRuary, nor 
Jewes, but ſtrangers or aliens,uncir- 
cumciſed in heart ; and that we might 
be ſare it is meant of Gentiles and not 
Jewes, there is added uncircumciſed in. 
the fleſhto pollute the SanQuary, con» 
trary to the Law; but this theſe men 
leaveour, and conceal from the reader ; 
which if they could alſo have daſht out 


* of the Bible, I beleeve it would be 


the ſtrongeſt place in the Bible for their 
ſe; but being as it is, ic makes 
nothing at all for them or againſt 
Mr, H. And we may take notice of the 


- juſt judgement of God upon theſe mens 


ſpirits, leaving them to miſcarry them- 
elves, and that yittingly, in pervert- 
I ing 
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ing the Scriptures ; the thing they un- 
;uſily charge that reverent man Mr. H. 
with. 

But to leave their falſe glolſes on theſe 
places and go on; they tx]] us turther 
pag. Zo. That this ipoken of the 
SanQuary 1s typicall in reference to 
the ſpiricuall San&uary, the Church 
of Chriſt in Goſpel] times : but how 
they will prove that the SanCtuary 
was a type of the Church of God in 
our times, I confeſſe I know not; be- 
cauſe the Jewes were a Goſpell Church 
and under the Goſpell Covenant then, 
as well as we now. To them was the Go- 
ſpell preached as well as tows, Heb. 4.2. 

But from thole Scriptures they con- 
clude, that the Jews were kept trom the 
Paſſeover for preſumptuous and ſcan» 
dalous fins; for ſay they, It they were 
cut off from the congregation, then 
they came not to the Pafſeover 3 And 
one end of their cutting off was, that 
they might not defile the Paſſcover ; 
and thence conclude that Mr. H. hath 
deluded the reader. ] 

Anſw. Let them for ſhame be more 
fingle hearted hereafter in their conclu- 
, hons 
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fitons. This is their argument, iome 
Jewes were to be cut off trem the con- 
gregation by death for pretumpruons 
and icandalius fins; theretore ſome 
were to be debarred the Pafſcover tor 
morall uncleannefſe: is this a goud 
conſequence ? That by curting oft trom 
the congregation we are (tor the moſt 
part at leaſt) to underſtand a cutting 
off by death, appears, Numb. 15. 30, 
31. Exod. 31. 14. Again, they were 
cut off, ſtoned to death for their pre- 
ſumptuous {ins ; "therefore they were 
cut off that they might not dehle the 
Paſſeover :. This in plain termes is all 
that they ſay; and is this good and 
ſound reaſoning ? Is nat this a great 
diſcovery of Me. Humireys deluding the 
reader? And let me note {urcher, that 
if it could be proved that any Were eX- 
cluded the SanQtuary for ſcanda!ous 
{ins ; the conlequence will be no more 
but this, That for ſcandalous {ins 
ſome may be excluded from all rhe 
parts of Gods worthip, which is not 


| denied but granted by Mr.H. provided 
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ic be done by 'the juſt cenſures of the 
Church : ſo that theſe Gentlemen may 
ſee, what a noiſe they make about no» 
thing. = : Biit 
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But they go cn and tell us what Ge 
laſpy ſaith on 1 Cor. 10. (in his Book 
called Aarons Rod budded ) concerning 
thoſe Iraclites that did eat of the Man 
na, and drank of the Rock that tol 
lowed them, that they talling into ide- 
latry, whoredomes, mucanrings, anc 
the like, the wrath of God cam 
upon them ; hence they interre, T hey 
did not cat of the Manna and drink 0 
the Rock alter the committing 0 
thoſe fins, and fo were excluded tot 
morall uncleannefſe; as good a cone 
quence as the tormer. 

Forfirſt, ] deny that all that wer 
guilty of theſe tins were cut off fron 
the congregation : torthe whole con 
gregation murmured, &c. yet wer: 
they not all deſtroyed ; their carkaſle 
fell in the wildernefſe not all at onc: 
in oneday, but by degrees tor man) 
years: and yet thoſe that were ſpa: 
red did eat Manna, otherwiſe they 
muſt needs have periſhed with hun: 

er. 

Secondly, For thoſe that were de- 
ſtroyed and cut off, was it that they 
might noteat Manna any more ? What 
aſtiange, and abſurd conſequence i: 
this ; 


3s Buok 
erning 
e Man- 
ut tol- 
to idg- 
s, and 
| came 
, They 
rink of 
ing of 
Icd tor 
conlte- 


at were 
ﬀR from 
le con- 
t were 
arkaſſes 
at. once 
r many 
ere ſpa- 
ſe they 
h hun- 


ere de- 
at they 
> What 
ence 18 

this ; 


The Scripture Rail examined, 


rp tet <En—_—_n— EI 


DEER 


idolatry, whoredomes and murmur- 
ings, theretore they were cut off thar 
they might not eatof that Sacramen- 


tall Manna. What a ſtrange fancy is 
this? as it amalefaftor were put to 
death, that he mighe not live ro come 
to the Sacrament any more; me thinks 
ic were more rari-nall wo fay, they 
were cut oft by death, that they might 
not diſhonour God by the committing 
of thoſe tins of idolatry, whoredumes 
and murmurings any more. 

In the ſame page, trom the falſe and 
abſurd premites (as they are already 
diſcovered tv be) thote Gentlemen 
urge Mr. H. with an argument ; but ic 
is ſo long, flatand falſe, that ] ſhall 
paſſe it by, having alrcady cut the legs 
it ſandsupon. And the truth is, the 
Author whom they reproach, hath ſaid 
enough concerning this Scripture to 
ſtop the mouth of very malice and cnyie 
itlelt, it any thing would do it. 

Bur let us remember what we are up- 
on. Theſe Gentlemen have denied that 
all the Iſraclit:s were admitted to their 
Sacraments, eſpecially the Paſſover : 
and to prove this, they have brought 

3 {ome 
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ſome Scriptures : I have examined them 
(you ſee) and their inierences and 
conclulions drawn trom them : and all 
they have {ail and make a ſhew of a- 
YIOUINS to no more but this; 1. That 
lume Were denyed the Patleover for 
2 moneths {pace by reaſon ut their le- 
vall uncle-naclic. 2. That {ome have 
been cut vii by death for morall un- 
cleannelle, or that ſome have otherwiſe 
been {cparated trom the congregation, 
and ſo frvm all ordinances ot divine 
worſhip, for ſcandalous fins. And 
all that can poſſibly be gathered hence, 
is no more then what Mr. H. hath al! 
along granted : for he «xceprs the ex- 
communicate in his Free Admiſſion to 
the Lords Supper : and this is by them 
yeclded unto, it he mean right accor- 
ding to the word, the matter is ended, 
So that une would think they granted 
this, and in another place, that our 
parochiall congregations are true 
Churches in a large ſenſe, that the 
whole difference berween Mr. H. and 
them were only in point of diſcipline : 
Andit ſo,then the fault Mr. H.is charge- 
able within this point,is his not ſetting 
up diſcipline, but exerciling the ordi. 
nances 
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nances of worſhip without jt. But 
M. Feanes hath faid enough to take off 
this, in urging and proving a neceſſi- 
ty of adminiſtring the Sacrament of the 
Supper, in congregations not Presby- 
tered. Thus we have conſidered the 
admiſſion to the Paſſeover among the 
Tewes. 

Now ſeeing there is ſuch analogie 
between the Paſſeover and the Lords 
Supper ; the admiſſion to the one feers 
to bea good rule tor admiſſion to the 
other ; and ſeems to be granted on both 
ſides, in that it is urged by both. 
And therefore I ſhal aflert ſome things 
from the law oft the Paſſeover, for 
further confirmation and ftrengthning 
of the duty of free admiſſion ro the 
Lords Supper. 

1. The Paſſeover was the ſame for 
ſubſtance wich the holy Supper, ligni- 
fying the ſame things. 

4 2. It was a ſervice commanded the 
whole Church, that whoſoever ſhould 
neglect it in his ſeaſon (hould be cur off 


| from his people. 


3- Thepeople of Iſrael were a mixt 
people, and many of them as uncapa- 
ble of making a ſpirituall uſe of 
I 4 the 
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the Patſeover, as ours of the Sup- 
cr, 

F 4+ The Church under {the Goſpell 

adminiſtration is under the ſame Co- 

venant, and is but added to or gratied 

into the Church of the Jewes,and their 
conſtitution, Kom. 11.18. 

5. The Church of Chriſt, ſince the 
comming, of Chriſt in the fleſh, is un- 
der the lame principles, and in ſome 
reſpeCts greater then under Mo/es and 
the Prophets. And therefore why 
ſhould not admiſſion to the Lords 
Supper be as free as the Paſſcover. 

Firſt I ſay the Jewes Paſſeover was 
the ſame for ſubſtance with our Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper, both fig- 
nihe the ſame things ? 

1. The Paſchal Lamb appointed for 
that holy ſervice, was a lively cype of 


the Lamb of God ſlain from the be- 


ginning of the world, co take away | 


the fins thereof. 

2, Theoffering of this Lamb whole 
without diſmembring or breaking a 
bone of him, did ſhew that whole 
Chriſt muſt ſuffer, that his ſuffering 
might be ſufficient co fſatisfie divine 
Juſtice, 

3. The 
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3. The bloud of the lamb was to be 


ſtricken on the lintels and fide poſts of 
every ones door, as a token upon thoſe 
houſes where the Iſraclites were ; that 
when the Lord paſſed through the land 
of Egypt to deſtroy the firſt born both 
ot man and beaſt, the plague might not 
ſmitethoſc houſes ; which was to in- 
ſtrut them, that this Lamb of God 
Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe bloud was ſhed 
upon the crofſe, was the only Savi- 
our of his Churclrand people from the 
wrath which the Egyptian world lies 
under : and not having any know- 
ledge of him, nor means of coming 
unto him, muſt needs periſh. And 
all this concerning the Paſſeever was 
to be obſerved yearly at the time ap- 
pointed, through their generations for 
ever, for a memoriall of their delive- 
rance out of yt: which though it 
were butbodily and temporall, yet it 
was to lead thent to the underſtanding 
of their ſpirituall and eternall delive- 
rance by the blond of Chriſt. And 
hence it is that che Apoftile ſaith, Ebriſft 
our Paſſeover is ſacrificed for ww; 1 Cor. 
5.7- Wein the Supper have the figns 
oi Chriſts own death, held out as al- 


ready 


—_— 


I2I 


WJ 
co 


_—_—— 


— —— —— — 


The Scripture Rail examined. 


ready accompliſhed.; they in the type 
had him held forch as decreed and pro» 
miſled to be accompliſhed; and both 
to be obſerved in that remembrance. 
Andas itis well obſerved, that Chriſt 
having kept the laſt Paſſeover, did im- 
mediately inſtitute the Sacrament of 
the Supper, that it might ſucceed in 
the room and ſtead of the Pafſeover. A 
change in the thing typified (Chriſt 
then to come and ſuffer death, now 
already come and ſuffered) was the 


cauſeotthe change in the externals of 


this lervice. 
Second!y, That the Law of the Paſle- 
over, was of abſolute force in reſpe& of 
all the congregation of Iſrael, is ſo 
obviuus and manifeſt, that I need not 
ſay any thing for proot thereof : Exod. 
12. & Numb.9. is without all gain- 
ſaying, And though the end of that 
obſervance were ſpicituall and the ſer- 
vice ic ſelf myſterious; yet thoſe that 
were moſt ignorant and carnall, were 
as much under the obligation of that 
holy ſervice, as thoſe that were rege- 
nerate and really holy : ic concerned 
themall co conforme to the externals 
of that ſervice upon their lives z no 
excule 
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excuſe would ſerve tor the omiſſion ot 
it, but that of legall uncleannefle and 
being in a journey, and chat bur tor the 
preſent only. 

Thirdly, That the Church of the 
Jewes was a mixt people, in reſpedt of 
reall gQOdMN te an:l badnefle, even as 
ours are, | knv' none will deny; and 
yet in 1c{;;ect of their relative ſtate, 
in reference to the Covenant made 
with their fathers, they were all equals 
in the enjoyment at the externall pri- 
viledo:s and oblcrvances of theIEove- 
nanr, and che Church of God, in or- 
der to that bletednetfe promiſed to all 
that diligently oblervcd the duties of 
the Covenant» And no people fo 
happy and proſperous as they, while 
they adhered to Gods worſhip pre- 
ſcribed unto them: bur when they tor- 
ſook the waies of God, and tollowed 
their own wales, and went after other 
gods, &c. then it «ever went ill wich 
them. I know the Lord required truth 
and power, as well as externall form 
in worſhip, yet they are not uſually 
blamed for want of power, but for 
want of form in not doing what God 
commanded. 

4. That 
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4+ T hat the feverall Churches ot the 
Gentiles now, are under che ſame Co- 
venant of grace, and added to, or graf- 
fed into the Church of the ſewes and 
their Church conftitucion ; 1 think can- 
not he denied. For though the admi- 
niſtration of the Covenant now be 
diftcrent from what it was before 
Chriſt was exhibited ; yet there is no 
more change of the Church properly 
and formally conlidered, then there ts 
obange of the Covenant; or change 
of the head Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, 
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I to day and forever, on whom (as the 
| chief corner ſtone) the Church in all 
apes hath been and (vill is built and 


| founded. The ſame perſons that by 
birth priviledge were born members 
of the jewes Church, and belecving in 
Chrift kept their ſtation, were alwaies 
members, they and their fſced never 
| ceaſing ſo to be, even thouſands of 
the Jewes. Jeſus Chriſt had many Diſci- 
ples, while he himſelf was a member 
and a Prophet of that Church, and 
contormed unto the ceremoniall Ad- 
miniftration. The twelve whom he | 
choſe were before (moſt of them) mem- {| 
bers of the Jewiſh Church: and thougts 
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not atterthe order of Aaron, yet after 
the order of Melchiſedech (as being 
King and Lord of all) he gave them 
authority to preach and baptize and 
work miraclcs in the Jewiſh Church 
only, while he was converſant among 
them. And thoſe that beleeved' in 
him, and thoſe that belceved not, were 
all one Church, adhering to the ſame 
worſhip and order of that Church un- 
till Chriſt was raiſed from the dead ; 
and had compleated the work of mans 
redemption ; then all thoſe carnall or- 
dinances were aboliſhed ; he put an end 
to them all : and thoſe that never did 
beleeve that he was the true Meſſias,did 
then unchurch themſelves and their 
ſeed. For they ſtill adhering unto 
Moſes, and looking upon Chriſt ' as a 
falſe Chriſt, retuſed ro ſubmit to the 
adminiſtration of the Lord Jctus ; and 
ſo loſt their ſtation in the Church : bur 
ſo many as were convinced that he was 
the true Meſſias, adhered unto the Apo» 
ſtles Dofrine, and came under all 
Church adminiſtrations : ſo that. for 
a good {pace of time the Apoſtles prea- 
ched.the Lord Jeſus in Jury only, be- 
fore they preached to the Gentiles 3 je 

taat 


that there was I beleeve many thou- 
{ands of fouls of the newly reformed 
Church ot the Jewes, before there 
were any particular Churches of the 
Gentiles. And where it is ſaid, they 
were added to the Church, ic is not to 
be underſtood, that here was now a 
new Church conſtituted where was 
none before; bur ſtill the ſame Church 
under a different adminiſtration : And 
the Jewes that were of the Church be- 
fore, belceving in Chriſt, as in him 
that was promiſed ſhould come, are 
now by the preaching of the Apoſtles 
convinced, that Jeſus whom their Ru- 
lers crucified, is the Chriſt already 
come. And this —_— of theirs 
was no new faich, but the fame which 
they had before in reſpeC& of the ob- 
jet, though under another confidera- 
tion, And for thoſe Jewes which be- 
Jeeved and adhered to the Apoſtles Do- 
Qtrine, many of them for a great while 
would not be taken off from their for- 
mer cuſtomes and obſervations. It is 
ſaid, that ſalvation is of the Jewes, Joh. 
4- 22. Ont of Sion ſhall go forth the Law, 
and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, 
Ifa. 2.3. After Chriſts aſcenſion, the 
Apoltles 
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Apoſtles were to preach the God to 
all nations, bur beginning: firſt at Je- 
ruſalem, Luk. 24. 47. And they that 
were {cattered abroad upon the perlecu- 
tion that aroſe about Stepben, travelled 
as far as Venice and Cyprus and Antioch, 
preaching the Word to none bur the 
Jewes only, A. 11. 19. 

Certainly the Jewes were the firſt 
that came under the Goſpell Miniſtry ; 
and although ſome of them did not be- 
leeve, yet that did not make the faith 
of God of none effeft ; that did not 
deprive the beleevers of their Church 
ſtare, nor make void the- promiſes of 
God made to them, Rem. 5, 3. The taith- 
fulnefſe of God appeared in the effe&s 
of great Covenant love to that people, 
in opening the eyes and hearts of fo 
many thouſands to receive the Go- 
ſpell. There were but ſome of the 
branches that were broken off,and nor 
all, Rom. 11. 27. 

Beſides, the Gentiles received all 
from the Jewes; they were the only 
inftruments of their converſion : there 
being few or none in authority to 
preach but ſuch as were Jewes by nati- 
on at firſt, Allchis being ſo, ic muſt 
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needs tollow, that the belecving Gen- 
tiles were but added to, or graffed into 
the Church of the Jewes; and baptized 
into the :ame body, and ſo made par- 
takers ot the ſame hope and calling,be- 
ing made the children of che ſame God; 
{c}low heirs, and of the ſame body, and 
partakers with them ot his promiſe in 
Chriſt by the Gotpel, Ephe(.3.6. Fellow 
citizens with the Saints (the belceving 
TJewes ) and uf the houſhold of God, 
Fphej. 2. 19. 

And truc it is, that the Churches of 
the Gentiles had a very reverent eſtcem 
of the Church of the Jewes; and did 
readily conform to the dire&ions of the 
Church at Jeruſalem : and were care- 
full in their charity, co gather and di- 
ltribuce to their neceſſity ; confeſling 
themielves their d:btors, having recei- 
ved from them their ſpirituall things, 
and that alone by their means, Rom. 15. 
26,27, Sothat all make up but one 
Church ; and all walk by the ſame 
rule; having «ne faith, one Lord, ane 
Baptiſme : All ſubmitted themſelves to 
the rule and order of the Apoſtles, they 
undertaking the care and order of all 
Churches, All the Churches yo a 
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Gentiles werenot only. conver ed to the 
faith by the Apoſtles, but allo pur in- 
to an holy order and way by oidai- 
ning them officers to rule and ted 
them in the Loid. And as it was in 
the Jewes Church under Moſes and the 
Prophets, there was a receiving, ot Pro- 
lelytes, aliens converted, and they be- 
came Jewes by religion ; lv it was 
in the timcs of the Ap »itles 3 they m:de 
nations and citics 2nd countreys pro- 
{clytes, and thry became Chrittians 
with the Jewes, and tlicre was but one 
faw, rule and way 'or all that wc 
imbodied into the Clinch, And there 
was prathng nut - and tin oft from 
the fame Chu ch Rl aft along ro this 
day. | 111ve OELTEINE long To US, bu 
| will be ſhorter in the nc xt 
Fitchly, that the Church of Chrift 
lince the comi wW ot Chrift i thi He (1 
isunder the {ame, and in {ome retpetts, 
greater priviſedges, then unter Moſes 
and tl, Prophets. This will appea: 
co be atruth., if we contder thy: Jetus 
Chit T. and ever Wis the mrericin 4 
cauſe of all bldlngs and priviledges 
unto the Church in all ctmes and ages 
vt tic world, that the Church hath 
K Cy C1 


T he Scripture Rail examined, + 


ever been in poſſeſſion or expeRation of. 
On the account ot his tran{attion with 
the Father, all the promiles ot cove- 
nant bletlings of grace and glory, madc 
to Abraham and his ſccd, are tounded 
and thereby contirmed ; and 1o con+ 
ſequently to all thac are ot his faith ; 


forſo ſaith the Apoſtle, They that are of 


the faith are bl-ſſed with faithfull Abraham ; 
even all the Gentiles that reccive the 
Dorine ot taich, ſv as to initiate them 
into that Chu:ich of which Abraham 
was the father; it being fi ſt formedup 
in his family, and the Covenant freely 
inade with him, and ſealed co him by 
the Sacramcnt of Circumciſion : 1 ſay 
all thatare ot Abrahams taith are bleſſed 
with him. Hence it is that the Apo=- 
{tle to the Ephefrans hath many exprel- 
ſions to the {ame purpoſe. Chap. 1. 3. 
Bleſſed be God who hath ble{ſ*d us with all 
Prituall bleſſinys in Chriſt, And in the 
{econd chapter it is clearly intimated, 
that there was a time, while they were 
in their ſtate of Paganiſme. that they 
were Aliens from the Common wealth of Iſ- 
rael, ſtrangers from the Covenants of pro- 
miſe, without hope, and wit hout God in the 
world: But now, ſaith he, you that were a- 
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far off, are made nigh by the bloud of Chriſt, 
Ephel. 2.11312, 13. But now in Chriſt 
Jeſus you are of the Commonwealth 
of Ifrael,children of the Covenants and 
Promiles; and have as much intc- 
reſt & hope of good trom God through 
Chriſt, as the .Jewes who jby deſcene 
were the naturall ſeed ot Abraham. And 
therefore were now no rare ſtrangers 
and foreiners, but fellow Citizens with the 
Saints and of the houſÞeld of God, verl. 1 ge 
The reaſon ot all is, Chriſt is the ſame 
yeſterday and to day and for ever in 
{pirituall things, as to the Church and 
their ſeed. And thereforethe is faid to 
be the Miniſter of circumciſion, for the 
truth of God, to confirme 1he promiſes made 
to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might 
plorifie God for his mercies, Rom. 15. 
$, 9, as being made ſharers in all choſe 
promiſes of free grace made to the fa- 
thers and their naturall ſeed. Nay, 
we may obſerve, how [the Apoſtles do 
uſually apply the ſeverall promiſes in 
the Prophets to particular caſes in the 
Charches of Chriſt in their times. 

But it may be asked, what were the 
priviledges of the Jewes Church under 


Moſes and the Prophets ? 
K 2 
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Muc every wavy, i jly becauj? unto them 
were committ-d the &r cles. vj Coir This 
was the chict, }.on. x. 2. Bur tn the 
ninth chapicr and vur:h vet. the A- 
pcftle adds many marc particulars, 
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ihe Ila Pp, ond 

i te F'rO 110] $3; wi ;ſe 


laying, {hey 4 We. 
tameth toe GuD0D. iN, « 
the plory. and t 

the ſervice F £4 
are the fath:irs; ady 
fleſh Chriſt canie, Bb 
(ed for ev:ymore. It is true there is 
ſomething of priivil:dgc p.culiar to 
thera alone; as ih's, thu ot them 
Chriſt concerning thc fifth c:me; bur 
we know it is a ater vriviledge to 
know and | 1 the 
ficſh, and hath j ut an end to the yoke 
and burden OI 1 ITICCS 41 ad vobier- 
vances, which neither they nor their 
fathers were able to bear. And Chrilt 
limiclt faith in rcpect of his Kindred, 
that IÞcy were rath:r bleſſed that bear the 
Ward of God and knep it, Luk. 11. 27, 29. 
Burt hence was that falvacion was 
of the Jewes only, becauſe unto them 
were conumirtcd the oracles of G 1d,&c. 
and the Lord had not dealt to with any 
nation belides the Jewcs before the 
COMN* 
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coming, ot Chit in the fleth. Butince 
blefſid be the tather of mercies, who 
hath bic{led the Genciles with the ſame 
and greater priviledy:s through Chriſt: 
as will appcar, it we conſ{ule wich ſome 
Scriptures which thew that Jewes and 
Gentil:s ther bcle: ve, are under a more 
vloriuus wdminiitration of tiic Coyvc- 
nant, an: eaſier (ervice, ſpirituall tree- 
dome, and more of the divine OpPCera- 
tions ot the {p1irit ot adoption; and 
under grace 3 brought into a new and 
living way, by « mor: per ictt {acrihce 
of Chriſt himic!i, reconciling all things 
to God byth bl ud ot bis croſle, Feb. 
10, 20. Col. 1. 20. I mult contefle 1 have 
been to0 long vpon thele hve things : 
but I hope they will beſo ufe(ull unto 
us in this controveritey which I have 
und: rtiken, that with ſuch as yeeld 
conient to theſe moſt certain truths, 
I may pollibly prevail much, to free 
Mr. Humfreys little Trat from that 
reproach and {lander, that is with ſwel-» 
ling words ot venity, moſt boldly caft 
upon the Author and it. And there- 
tore Id: lire the reader (crionutly ro con» 
lider what hath bin ſaid, and apply it to 
the bulineſſe in hand, by help of what 
toll owcs. K 3 The 
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The Law of the Paſfſeover did oblige 
all the congregation of Ifrae] upon 
their lives to oblerve it in the ſeaton. 
Our Supper ot the Lord is the ſame to 
us that the Paſſeover was to them, tor 
the ſubſtance (as hath been proved) ha- 
ving the ſame meaning and end. The 
people of the Jewes as mixt as ours are, 
it not worle in reſpe& of good and 
bad, regenerate and unregenerate : and 
ſo as uncapablero make a ſpirituall uſe 
thereof. The Church under the Law 
and the Prophets before the coming of 
Chriſtin the fleſh and ſince theſame ; 
which Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
only retormed in point of externall 
adminiſtration , firſt owned by the 
Jewes ; unto which Church ſo refor- 
med, all beleeving Gentiles are added, 
and grafted into it as the ſtock; and fo 
partake of the ſame ſpirituall and ex- 
cernall priviledges with them, they 
and their feed, to long as they continue 
to adhere and cleave to the outward 
means of ſalvation, in order to that 
end : and from theſe premiſes will tol- 
low theſe concluſions. 

Firſt, that the ſame obligation lies 
now upon all Chriſtians to —_ 
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the Ordinance of the holy Supper,that 
did lie upon the whole congregation 
of Iſrael ro vblerve the Ordinance of 
the Patſrover; and the Law of the 
Paſſcover may teach us ſo much; and 
in ſome reſpeCt is ſtill in force. For ſo 
long as the equity and reaſon of a com- 
mand or law remains, the command 
and law ir felt remains for the ſub- 
ſtance of it: but the equity and reaſon 
of that command concerning the Paſſe- 
over ftill remains in reſpet ot the 
Lords Supper ſucceeding in the room 
of the Paſleover ; and therefore ſhould 
guide and dire us in the adminiſtra- 
tion thereof, as touching the ſubje&s 
or perſons that ought to receive. 

And then ſecondly, if all that were 
in the Church ot the ſewes, came un- 
der the obligacion otall the commands 
of God to that Church, reſpe&ing the 
members in common ; and that both 
good and bad ; then all that are graffed 
into the ſame Church, come under the 
obligation of all the Lawes given to 
the ſame Church, and reſpQing the 
members in common, now as well as 
then, even all good and bad. 

Thirdly, the ſame exceptions that 
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which all (as he hath ſtated the thing ) 
are bound to obſerve. 
I need noc ſtand upon this, becauſe 
[ have already been ſomewhat large up- 
on that Scripture, (where they ſay the 
Apoſtle requires ſuch qualifications ) 
in my former diſcourſe, ro which I re- 
ſerre the reader. Yet becauſe theſe men 
havelomething which the DuGor hath 
not, I ſhall hint a little at ſomething of 
theirs. I muſt conteſſe I judge the 
main ſtrefſe oft the controvertie to lie in 
that cleventh chapter of the firſt to the 
Corinthians. And there need be no que- 
ftion but the Corinthians were injoyned 
by the Apoſtle to obſerve this ordi- 
nance of the holy Supper in remem- 
brance of Chriſt: for ver. 2: he com- 
mends them for remembring him in all 
things, and keeping the ordinances as 
he delivered them to them. So that 
their keeping and obſerving of this 
ordinance, as well as the other (as to 
the thing it (elf ) was well done by 
them: but ther: when he ſpeaks to their 
miſcarriages about the manner of per- 
formance, he praiſes them not, but re- 
proves them, for their wofull abuſe of 
the ordinance in their excelle, ; ao 
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ly and unreverent behaviour in the ve- 
ry a& ot receiving, or while they were 
together for that end; They made a 
breach upon the very externals of that 
ſervice; uking the elements as common 
things to pleaſe the outward man, and 
notto that end for which the Lord 
Jeſus appointed them. And theſe men 
Cina manner) contcſle as much, that 
they being newly come out of idolatry, 
in imitation of their idolatrous feaſts 
had their love-tcaſts, when they came to 
the Lords Supper,and that there was ex- 
ceſſe among them, though not preciſely 
at the Lords Supper. T hefe men are nor 
willing to yeeld they were drunk at the 
adminiſtration preciſely, but immedi- 
ately before; or if at the time of recei- 
ving, yet not with the wine conſecrated 
for that holy and fpirituall end, the re- 
membrance of the death of Chriſt. And 
therefore (as moſt Divines conjeRure ) 
their exceſle was at their love-feaſt ſpo- 
ken of in Fude. But I conceive it is ve- 
ry uncertain whether they had any 
ſuch feaſt or no; that place in Jude 
dothnot determine it 3 much lefle the 
keeping of it immediately before the 
Lords' Supper, or in the place where 
they 
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they met together tor the celebration 
otthat holy jervice. But whether they 
Camc runk, or eat and drank unto ex- 
cclle oi theelements liberally provided, 
't wat luch a protancenefle that neither 
my {nv Mr. HI bope thall never 

[{t': what ever theie men charge 

1]. voich in this re ſp«ct, telling the 
ui, he plats ror the admifliun of 
7 , Urungaras nd impenirents 
tothe S2cramunts PaY 32. 33s 34-COme 
par.d. "But is this brotherly dealing 
(nin. you) tom ke fuch a wilde in- 
erence / may nota Viniltcr {fhew what 
10 WAR, tr Wh [1 0d 10 ieverely 
punifthed the. Cormidiuces, but he mult be 
repro.ch:4 as one pleading for the 
admittance vi ido;aters, drunkards and 
inpernitecc to the Sacranient? Hath 
nut Mr. H. {aid cnough in his Buok to 
free himfelt rom this crime? He aid 
indced rhere was nothing againſt their 
coming 3 tor that was their duty, which 
theſe men deiny, unictle rhey be to qua- 
lificd : but he doth not only ſay they 
ought ra come, but to come prepared : 
yet mens impenitency and unprepared- 
neſſc dyth not make void the comman- 
dement of God ; neither is the princi- 
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pall to be neglected tor an ac willy 
{ubſ{crvicnt thereto, 

And | pray you, whom doth tt; 
poſtle f:t up io bejudac Ot ihe'e {ou 
tications m the Church (Wha 
hath he appointed for tits ? I it nut 
clear that every man is to «examime 
himlelt, and judge bimiclt, thac hc may 
not be judged ot the Lord 5 Can nun 
deviie butter wales to carry on Guds 
Ordin inces with purity, thn himielt 
hath preſerived ! The Curimthians lin 
ning, was in unworthy ations at the 
time of the adminiſtration : amt] proy 
yOu who could torciee that ww ["FCVCIIL 
it better then themſelves? And as tor 
their perſuns and real} worthinefle,the 
\poſtle meddles not with it atall. Nei 
ther may we denomin+te men tuch in 
perſon really, as ijome unworthy atts 
done by them do import : forit we do 
{0, we ſhall condemn the generation of 
the juſt ; righteous men may by over- 
taken with ſome unrightegus aftions ; 
for in meliy thinps we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. 
AndI grant this unworthy receiving 
was out of weakneffe and ignorance ( as 
theſe Gentlemen plead) the Corrmthians 
coming newly out oftheir AI 01 
UC 
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bur what is this to them that are not 
guilty of their unworthy receiving at 
all 7 as tor matter of order and reve- 
rent decorum in the obicrvances, not 
one among a thoutand ottending there- 
in, Andfor unworthineffe of perſon, 
there is not one word in the Text, in 
reterence to coming to rhe Sacrament, 
and yet that makes all the trouble, and 
cauſes many to run into a world of 
miſchict in the Church. Hence they 
interre that the unregenerate in the 
Church, receiving,cat and drink judge- 
ment to themſelves, and theretore teach 
them to omit the duty ; contrary to all 
rule bothin the Old and New Teſta- 
mentand all Scripture Churches. And 
hence they make {chiſmes and ſepara- 
tions in the Church. And hence they 
make this the higheſt ordinance, as be- 
ing a communion for Saints only ; and 
upon the matter the leaſt of all in other 
reſpeCts; detrafting trom the wiſdome, 
power and goodnefſe of God, in deny- 
ing it to be a means of regeneracing 
grace unto Church members. And hence 
they have invented ſuſpenſion from the 
Lords Supper, with the lofſe or negle& 
of true diſcipline, And hrnce _ 
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elemen have commended unto us, as the 
only expedient for reformation, - to be- 
ein with the minor part,leaving vurt the 
reſt (as judged to be excommunicabl- j 
without any tryall. Hence it is thac 
many are atraid ot being guilty in par- 
taking with others in their lins, in un- 
worthy receiving 3 «ſpecially in the tin 
ot murdering Chriſt . And many other 
like errors they run into, by realon of 
this one error in taking that cating 
and drinking unworthily to be meant 
of unworthinefſe of perſon. The holy 
Ghoſt intends the manner ot eating, 
but they will have it to be intended of 
the worthinefſe of the man that eats, 
And upon this error is grounded all 
that theſe men have to fay againſt M. H. 
book. Icould wiſh they would ber- 
ter conſider of it. For ftill 1 fay the 
Corinthians were commended for kcep- 
ing this ordinance as well as any other 
in the Church ; and reproved unly for 
ſome great abuſe in their manner of car- 
rying on that ſervice; the which abuſe 
did not lie in coming unworthily, 
norin their other miſcarriages Which 
were many upon other occaſions ; bur 
In this, their ali of the holv fions 
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unto cirnal! and common ends : For 
Fi);s Can one 1 amt ſickly amang /t 
th mM, ani julie were 1aen alkeep. So that 
this picc cannot be urged agcinit any 
Tat ere Cri Lins, and extrnoliy (at 


lealt Jooniornn ty the holy aftions re- 
Qui dn this ſervice : bur againſt open 
abuics ut the inſtitution, 

But thete men will tay of mc, as they 
do of fir. Ii. PIB. 08 [het | Know 
well cnonoel, bur that I wonld blinde 
poor {ouls mor Do this in remembrance 
of mc| was ipoken to the Diiciples, 
ſuch as were of Chriſts tamily, and not 
LO all, CC. 

] know ſure enough, that this com- 
mand was :poken to the Diiciples of 
Chriſts tamily, not to all; but then 
I know alio (and fo might they ) tha! 
all that are born In the Cliurch vi 
Chriſt and baptized, and ut years, and 
under Church indulgence, are Diſciples 
ot Chriſts family ; and theretore that 
command is (poken to them z and they 
are bound to vblerve it, except they can 
produce ſome diipenlation tor the neg - 
le of duty in this, more then in all 
other obſervances: for the baptized 
com: undcr the obligatign of duing - 
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that Chrift commands, Mat. 28. 19, 20, 
And let the reader then judge, who are 
moſt guilty of blinding poor ſouls;they 
that teach them to oblerve and do all 
that Chriſt commands, or they that 
teach men to omitand negle& ſome nes 
cellary duties of homage and ſervice 
which Chriſt commands tor the good 
of their fouls; as theſe Gentlemen 
make very bold to do : but how they 
will anſwer it before their Maſter, I 
leave to themſelves to conſider. And 
when I ſay all ought to come, I do nor 
mean the juſtly excommunicated,who 
while they are ſo, are out of Chriſts 
family ; nor the unbaptized, as being 
againſt divine order ; nor any that re- 
nounce the Chriſtian Religion, caſting 
off the yoke of Chriſt in defiance of him, 
or the like. 

In thenext place, I ſhall take notice 
how the Gentlemen do moſt notoriouſ- 
ly abuſe Mr. Humfreys ſenſe in a paſſage 
of his Book, telling their reader, That 
Mc. Humfrey ſaith, thoſe dreadfull ex- 
preſſions of the Apoſtle of being guilty 
of the body and bloud of Chriſt ; and 
eating and drinking judgement to 
themlelves, were not to affright any 
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from coming to the Sacramer : pag 3g. 
But whoſoever ſhall but look into 
Mr. Humfreys Book, pay. 71. may eaſi- 
ly ſee what defign theſe :nen have upon 
Mr. H. Thetruth is, te it right or 
wrong, they are reſo)yed (if poſſible) 
to render him odious to the inconſide- 
rate, who are apt to b-leeve every thing 
they hear from men that can but ſpeak 
{mooth words, wichout further ſearch. 
And who would think that men of 
' ſuch language, pretending ſo much to 
h: ; holineffe and power of religion,ſhould 
| "| dare to pervert and tear in pieces ſen- 
'Þ tences, that they might have ſomething 
| to fay againſt the Author, to render 
him odious to the worſt ofmen. Mr. H. 
words are thelt : It js certain thoſe dread- 
full expreſſions, if being guilty of the bloud 
of Chriſt, and ec ting and drinking damnation; 
are #0 make mntake heed that they prepare 
themſelves an'| come worthily ; but (faith 
he) I carinct think they are ro affright any 
from the S£qcrament. This is thereſult of * 
what went before, where he urges both 
the principall duty and the acceffory : 
Ti weare buund to comez and to come 
Witt worthily : If a man fail in the one, and 
Y | be not ſufficiently prepared, I dare - 
ay 
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« ſay (faith he) that muſt keep him from 
+ the Sacrament: Iam ſure it will nog 
excuſe him from the other that is the 
principall duty. Beſides, they ſhould 
) have remembred what Mr. H. laid down 
/ * in ftating his Free Admiſſion, before 
theyhad madeſuch an outcry againſt 
P him. What not one, ſay chey, what 
not an idolater, an inceſtuous perſon, 
'c a hater of the godly,a witch ? &c. Why 
. doth not Mr. H. after his urging the 
4 neceſſity of coming (and that with 
ſuch ftcength of argument, as I beleeve 
will never be taken off by any) diftin- 
guiſh between a protane and preſum- 
ptuous coming to an ordinance, and a 
Chriſtian coming in conformity tov 
Gods worſhip ? and he faith, Though 
it be better not to come, then to come 
ina profane way (that being rebellion 
and 1m in the fa&) yet it is better to 
come in a Chriſtian way, though but 
in an outward conformity to Gods ſer- 
vice, then altogether toneglett it : the 
which being granted, and praiſed of 
all, inall other duties ; he thinks ic 
but a begging of the queſtion to deny 
it in the Sacrament, pap. 75, 74- 
I profefſe the Gentlemen in their 
L 2 an({wer 
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anſwer to whar Mr. H. hath writcen,in 
three or four pages together, have done 
nothing but triflez as if they were 
glad they could bur ſhift their hands of 
what is urged _ them, miſerably 
begging the queſtion in every thingthey 
aſſert. But pag. 147. they aske it thoſe 
do not come in a profane way, that 
come but in an outward eufny ; 
and whether the moſt profane wret- 
ches do not ſo come, and think they 
have done enough : and they urge ma- 
ny places of Scripture againſt this, 
as T]a.1.11. 8& 66. 5. er. 6. &7. chap. 
' from whence they inferre that the di- 
ſtin&tion is abhorred of the Lord; and 
that whoſoever comes in an outward 
conformity only, comes ina preſum- 
ptuous and protan® way, 

I anſwer, that notwithſRanding theſe 
Scriptures, Mr. Hum'rcys poſition is ſtill 
a truth; namely, that it is better to 
come ina Chriſtian way (though but 
in outward contormity to Gods fer- 
vice ) then altogether to negle& it : For 
(as he ſaith) ic is contefſed by all in all 
other duties, & theretore itis but a beg- 
ging of the queſtion to deny it in this, 

And beltacs, theſe Scriptures do no 
more 
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more reſpe& the Pafſeover then all o- 
ther parts of Gods worſhip and (ervice, 
And I beleeve theſe Gentlemen will noc 
deny but in other duties of Gods fer- 
vice, as prayer, hearingthe Word, and 
ſinging of Plalmes, &c. externall con- 
formity is better and not ſo abhorred 
of the Lord who commands theſe du- 
ties, as wholly to negle& them. 

But they ſay, whoſoever comes in a 
meer outward conformity, comes ina 
preſumpruous and profane way. 

Gods commands free ſuch comers 
from preſumption and profaneneſfſe in 
that particalar ; as to the matter of 
obedience : and I know nothing in all 
the holy Scripture againſt this; bur 
doubrlefſe the want of outward con- 
tormity unto the Lawes of God is ac- 
counted rebellion, and that which the 
Lord alwaics complained of in Iſrael 
of o]d, and puniſhed them for tov. And 
they had many promiſes and incou- 
ragements unto external] obedience : 
and it never went ill with them ſo long 
as they outwardly conformed to Gods 
own appointments; nay we know 
wicked men have been rewarded for 
outward obedience to the word of the 
Lord. L 3 For 
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For that firſt of Taiah; the ſcope 
of the chapter is to demonſtrate and 
ſhew what a moſt horrible apoſtafie 
there was of the whole people of Zudab 
at that rime, but eſpecially of the ru- 
lers and judges over them, verſ.21,22; 
23. in ſo much that verſe 10. they are 
called rulers of Sodom, and princes of 
Gomorrah, becauſe they were ſo dege- 
nerate trom what they ſhould be accor- 
ding to divine appointment: and there- 
fore no wonder It the Lord do upbraid 
them with their ſacrifices, new moons, 
ſabbaths, and ſolemn meetings; and 
that the Lord regarded them not ; why? 
their hands werc tall of oppreſſion and 
bloud; there was no anſwerablenelſe in 
other things to- the dutics of worſhip 
they did perform: and yet they thought 
becauſe they had the worſhip of God 
amongſt them, they mighe do all man- . 
ner of abominatlons; and that was 
the uſe they made of former deliveran- 
ces. And yet it is hard to fay that they 
had been lefſe ſinfull if they had alto- 
gether omittcd the duties of worſhip, or 
that they were condemned becauſe they 
did pertorm them. The Lord tels them, 
that it they would put away the a 
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of their doings, and ceaſe to do evill 
and learn to do well z ſeek judgement, 
relieve the oppreſſed, judge the tather- 
leſſe, plead the cauſe of the widow (the 
which things they might do) then the 
Lord promiſes grace and favour, par- 
don of fin, and acceptance in his wor» 
{hip : but the want of obedience in 
thoſe. particulars, made them not ac- 
cepted in the things of Gods comman- 
ded worſhip : yet they might not leave 
off the worſhip of God 3 neither is here 
any thing to affright them from it, 
but motives and argument uſed to.make 
them more obedient in all other obſfer- 
vances anſwerable to that worſhip of 
God, as they expeCted good trom him, 

Now what isall this to them that 
yeeld an outward conformity (at leaſt) 
in all or moſt things which God re- 
quires, to prove that itis no better for 
them to perform duties of worſhip then 
to omit them altogether ; or that it is 
better for all unregenerate perſons not 
to come to the Sacrament, then to 
come ina Chriſtian way, though but 
In outward conformity only, which is 
the main thing now in queſtion. 

And the like may be faid of that 
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Ja. 66. 3. He that killeth an oxe, is as if he 
ſlew 4 man, and he that ſacrificeth a lambe, 
a1if be cut off adogs neck, &c, What is 
che reaſon of all this? Becauſe they have 
choſen their own waies, and their ſoul delight = 
eth in their own abominations ; therefore the 
Lord will aljs chuſethir deluſgons, and bring 
their fears uponthem, &c, verl. 3.4 The 
truth is, the fault Jay not in doing 
thoſe things, but in notdoing all that 
the Lord required as well as they could; 
| but they would do ſome things he 
commanded, and other things of their 
own chuling, even their own abomi- 
nations, Jike thoſe ſpoken of Fer. 7+ 
( chat cry, The Temple'ot the Lord, the 
| Temple of the Lord , and yer will teal, 
| murder,and commit adultery,and (wear 
l; falſly, and burn incenſe to Baal, and 
I! walk alter other gods; and come and 
ſtand before God in his houſe ; and ſay, 

We are delivered to commir all theſe 
abominations. This is a profane pre- 

ſumptuous coming to an ordinance of 

(God; butto come in a Chriſtian cone 

. formity unto dutics of worſhip, in 

hope of a bleſling ; being reſtrained 

from ſuch enormitiecs as are ſpoken of 

in theſe Scriptures, is a different thing ; 

eſpe- 
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vate perſons. 

| But theſe Gentlemen judye, that this 
outward conformity in the duties of 
Chriſtianity, according to the prefenc 
capacity of perſons in the Church, as 
they are able to pertorme, is a ſweet bir 
for the Devill, and a means to keep up 
rotten formality ſtil]. 

But Tpray you, what is rcformation 
in the Church, bur to bring people to 
yeeld an outward conformity to the 
clear and undiſputable Lawes which 
Jeſus Chriſt hath ſer up in the Church? 
I wiſh with all my heart, the generality 
of Chriſts ſubjets in the Church of 
England, were reduced to that obedi- 
ence, though but meerly externall. 
] ſhould then think we were very hap- 
Py 3 and ſhould much rejoice to 1ce 
fuch daies and times in England : and 
I muſt confefſe my deſires and prayers 
unto the Lord are, thar a!l our exor- 
bitances may be reduced unto unitor- 
miry of Chriſtian obedience (though ic 
were but in reſpe&t of the outward 
man) in doctrine, werſhip and difci- 
pline : that all might come under the 
ordi- 
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ordinary means and waies of their ſal- 
vation; and that we might teach our 
poſterity inthe way of holy profeſſion 
and eſtabliſhment of the true and live- 
ly oracles of God, in reſpe& of which 
for the preſent, we are the moſt un- 
happy of all thereformed Churches in 
Chrifttendeme. For ſome men cannot 
induie to hear of ſuch words as uni- 
qi formity in Religion, under the eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtian Lawes of the na« 
tion; norot a form of godlinefſe, and 
hely order in the Church of Chriſt : 
bur in the Kingdome ot Chriſt would 
(upon the matter) have every one lett 
to his liberty, to do what ſeems good 
in his own eyes. But our God is the 
God of order, and not of confugon. 
And I doubt not but the Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrate hath as much power to reform 
Religion in times of dete&ion and apo- 
ſtalie, according to the manifeſt L.awes 
| of Jelus Chriſt by whom they rule, as 
\'þ the Kings and rulers of the houſe of 7u- 
\ dahhad ; and ought to follow thoſe 
glorious pretidents, Joſeb, Hezekiah,and 
: Nehemiah who were caretull to reform 


Religion in all chingsaccordiag to the 
known Lawes of God ; Theſe examples 
are 
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' are recorded for ourlearning, and for 


the inconuragement of thoſe whoſe 


# hearts are warmed With the love of 
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God, and zeal for his glory,to improve 
the advantages of power and opportu- 
nity, to bring both Miniſters and peo- 
ple to a conformity in the externals of 
holy worſhip and order. And the 
memory of Queen El;zabeth in this Na- 
tion is bleſſed, becauſe of her care to 
reftrain the Papitſts trom their ſuperſti- 
tion and cruelty, and to draw on the 
whole people of the Nation to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion: And the ſuccefle of 
this her care in reforming and reſto» 
ring the true Religion, hath been very 
glorious in all reformed Churches 
abroad 3 and indeed was inftrumen- 
tall of the greateſt bleſſing that ever this 


nation was poſſeſſed of : for being pur, 


into a peaceable injoyment of cove- 
nant ordinances and godly order; we 
are ſtill (by that mcans ) a people in 
Covenant, and have the Lord for our 
God, yet not without our fears, leſt the 
lukewarmnelle of all in the things ot 
our God, eſpecially in the matters of 
his woiſhip, will in a ſhort time dar- 
Ken all our glory, and render us a peo- 
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ple moſt deſpicable and odious to God 
and men, it not utterly unchurch and 
diſcovenant us, as ſome do flanderouſly 
report that we are already. 

But I ſhall now come to the third 
thing propounded, namely, that all in 
the Church, and of years, ought 
co ſubmit themſelves to the diſcipline 
of the Church, not to be denyed any 
external] Church priviledge untill they 
be judicially proceeded againſt, and 
juſtly excommunicated. To omit what 
hath been already ſaid in anſwer to 
the Door touching excommunicati- 
on; I ſhall propoſe ſome few things 
further to be conſidered for the ſtating 
and clearing 'ot the true diſcipline : 
and then I ſhall examine whether that 
which theſe Gentlemen commend to 
their reader, be any thing like the di- 
ſcipline of Chrift held forth in Scrip- 
ture, and praftiied by che primitive 
Churches of Chriſt. 

1. Tharall that are baptizcd and of 
years, muſt of necellity come under the 
obligation of all the Lawes and Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, ot which Ditcipline is 
one, and therefore none may plead ex- 
emptivn from it : whoſoever ke be that 

1s 
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isa brother and within, comes under 
the Church judgement and cenlure, 
Mat. 18. 1 Cor. 5. ' 

2. That although all ought to come 
under the diſcipline of that Church of 
which they are members, yet may not 
any be denied Church priviledges for 
the ſtate of unregeneracy meerly, nor 
for barrennefſe and unfruittulneſſe un- 
der the ordinary means of grace or 
not coming up to the prattiſe of ſuch 
duties as are private, and more doubt- 
full then the duties of publick wor- 
ſhip are. For itis certain that Jeſus 
Chriſt hath his cle& ones, loſt theep, 
and children of God among the natu- 
rall ſeed of Chriſtians, or to come of 
them, as he had among the Jewes : 
and theſe ele@ ones he is pleaſed more 
ſavingly to call, ſomeat the third hour, 
others not untill the eleventh hour of 
the day of grace vouchiafed to them. 
And theſe being the ſpeciall objefts of 
redemption, included in the Goſpell 
Covenant,to whom the promiſes ot the 
ticſt grace do properly belong z we muſt 
ſuffer Jeſus Chriſt to have the liberty 
ot his own appointmentsin the Church; 
a5 the only means of gathering in ſuch 
unto 
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unto himlelt ; that they may have life 
in him, and live unto him according 
to the grace they have received from 
him. | 

3. That the ſcandalous in the Church 
are to be dealt with under the notion 
of offending brethren, whom they that 
are ſpirituall ought by private admo- 
nitions, and Chriſtian counfell, and 
wiſe and (eaſonable reproofs, to reſtore 
in the ſpiric of meeknefle, Gal. 6. 1. 
And the perſon or fin of any member 
not to be nominated in publick, while 
there is any reaſonable hope (in chari- 
ty )of amendment by the private means: 
provided the offence be not already 
publick and infamous to all ; in that 
caſe, I think, though the offender be 
penitent and aſhamed, yet he ought to 
be rebuked before all that the reft may 
fear, and the congregation be fatisfied. 
Andchat it is only in caſe of obſtinacy, 
and hating to be reformed, notwirh- 
ſtanding all poſſible means uſed by the 
Church for their reformation, that the 
authoritarive at of excommunication 
is to be ifſacd out againſt any member. 
The Apoſtle did more often threaten 
and ſhake the rod then make uſe of ir. 
The 
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The adminiſtration of publick cenſures 
ſhould be carried on with that fo- 
lemnneſs and mourning over the offen- 
der,that might ſhew a reall unwilling- 
neſſe to put the ſame 'in execution; it 
any other means would humble and 
break the heart of an obſtinace tranſ- 
grefſor. And though there may be in 
the Church a readineſſe to revenge all 
wilfull diſobedience, yet areadinefle to 
forgive alſo, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. 

4+ That none ought to uſurpe the 

wer of the keyes of Chriſts vilible 

ingdome, or take upon them the 
power of ſtewards, and co be Judges of 
Chrifts ſubjefts, chat have nor a clear 
warrant in the Word for the ſame, leſt 
they be judged. For my part, I muſt 
confelle, 1 utterly reje& as impious and 
againſt all rule and order for the com- 
mon members to claim an intereſt in 
the exerciſe of the keys, eicher of Do- 
Arine, Sacraments or Diſcipline, ſave 
only to be obedient in declining fami- 
liarity with thoſe that arc juſtly excom- 
municated, and all communion wich 
them in worſhip; and co be witneſſes 
to atteſt what they know againſt an 


oftending brother, when it is necella- 
ry 
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ry to prove the tat and convittion of 
his obſtinacy. I profeſſe I wonder that 
any acquainted with the holy Scri- 
ptures ſhould plead for any other pow- 
er to beallowed to any of the com- 
mon members : I cannot fee how this 
ſhould be, but that ſome men drive on 
defignes of their own faCtious framing, 
rather to hinder the ſetting up of di- 
ſcipline, then any way to advance it. 
What diſmal] divifions,feparations and 
confuſjons, what prejudices, heart- 
burnings and bitterneſſe do ſuch pra- 
Aiſles every where neceſſarily occaſion 
between Paſtours and their people? 
while the better part muſt withdraw 
from the reſt, and ſet up Diſcipline 
among themſelves ; chuſe their own 
officers, and uſea Janguage beyond the 
ordinary, and think they are in a fine 
poſture : when (alaſfſe) they are out of 
their ſtation, and all they do is but 
erefting waies of their own chuling, 
and ferting up altars to fin; ſome of 
Feroboams craft to keep the people from 
worſhipping at Feruſalem. And the truth 
is, members that ſeparate trom the bo- 
dy are not like to live long, What 
frange cxorbitances very often are the 
CON* 
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conſequences of tuch uncharitable 
zealous waies? And how can it be 
avoided, it the power ot the keys re- 
fide in the common brotherhood, bur 
the major part of a parochiall congre- 
gation may chuſe their own officers, (cr 
up Diſcipline,and judge in the Church? 
and what reformation js then like to 
follow, may cahlily be imagined. Doubt- 
lefſe all Church members, as ſuch,ſtand 
upon a levell in point of excernall pri- 
viledges : for we do not finde different 
priviledges of thoſe that are members 
of the ſame Church, planted together 
into the ſame viſible body by bapriſm : 
and ſo by conſequence women and 
children, ignorant and ſcandalous per- 
ſons ſhall have power co judge the reſt; 
nay they may createand ordain their 
own officers, and conſequently take 
upon them all Goſpell adminiſtrations: 
for if the keys reſide in them original- 
ly, ſo that they may make Miniſters 
Oc. then they themſelves are muck 
more ſuch, and may do the works they 
are to do, The effect cannot be greater 

then the cauſe. 
But they will ſay, the power of the 
keys reſides not ip all, but in worthy 
'-. and 
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and compleat Church» members, or be- 
leevers that have the ipirit of {an&ifi- 
cation, &c. 

Il know no ſuch diſtinftion in the 
Word of God, Look upon the Church 
of the Jewes ; they were a holy ration, 
a kingdome ot Pricfts, a peculiar and 
royall people in generall withour di- 
ſtinftion of worthy and unworthy, 
compleat and incompleat. And doth 
not the Apoſtle Peter ute the ſame words 
and apply them to the ſcattered ftran- 
gers embracing Chriſtianity ? 1 Pet. 2. 
9. Anddoth not the Apoſtle givecquall 
titles to all thoſe to whom he writes, 
and to all in every place that call up- 
on the name ot the Lord Jcius? 1 Cor. 
1-1, 2, 3. If wenever read of any ſuch 
diſtin&tion in Mejes and the Prophets ; 
nor fnde any ſuch uſed by Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles, why ſhould any plead for 
it in our congregations, but that they 
would ſee more then all that ever were 
before them ? 

But the keycs were given to the 
twelve as belcevers, and that which is 
given to them as (uch, is given ta the 
whale kinde of bclcevers in the world. 

That thetyyelye were impawered mi 
c 


— 


the keyes of Chriſis Kingdom,is beyond 
all diſpute, and that they were belcevers 
when they received that power, is as 
certain ; but that the Luid Jelus gave 
the keyes tothem as tuch, is denyed, 
And they might as well (ay, they were 
given to them as men ; for tlcy were 
men when they received them. Bur the 
truth is, that though there were many 
Diſciples and belcevers belide the 
twelve ; yet of his meer good pleaſure, 
he gave the keyes of his Kingdome to 
the twelve only, not to the reſt thac 
beleeved as well as they, He hath ler 
ſome in the Church, Apoſtles, Pa- 
ſtours and Teachers, not all. And we 
know the twelve, by vertue of thar 
authority received, preached and bap» 
tized, and ordered all the affairs of 
Chriſts Kingdome, during their age : 
they planted feverall Churches, and 
ordained them Elders and Deacans s 
they were the inſtruments for the pro+ 
pagation. of the Goſpell in almoſt all 
places, Doubtlefſe after Jeſus . Chrift 
had received all power in heavens and 
earth, he put the twelve only in' com- 
miſſion to build his Church ; and ' they 


ordained Elders and Deacons, and gave 
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order to ſome others, as 7imothy and 
Tits to ordain ; and direftecd them al- 
{o to commit the ſame power to able 
and tic men, in after ages to teach o- 
chers, &c. Andin the ſeven Churches 
of Aſia, the Angell of every Church 
is writ unto, and blamed or commen- 
ded according as they demeaned them- 
ſelves in their places, in oppohng er- 
rour orcleaving to the truth. But we 
never finde that the common brothers 
hood or member{hip were impowered 
with the keys,eicher by Chriſt or by his 
Apoſtles, orany that drived authority 
immediately from them : and therefore 
they have it not at all: and to in- 
trude themſelves, and alſume unto 
themſelves things of ſuch an high na- 
ture, is a moſt inſolent boldnefle ; and 
they may fear to periſh in the gain- 
ſaying of Corab and his company. 

- $5, I cannot conceive how there 
ſhould be any true diſcipline pra&iſed 
in our Churches without the ſpeciall 
aſliſtance, countenance and power of 
the civill Magiftrate, as the ftate of 
things are in England : For almoſt all 
of all ſorts, are either carelefſe, or im- 
patient, or erroneous, and not willing 
£9 
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to come under diſcipline. And al- 
though theſe Gentlemen ſay it is our 
own tault; and why do we not ſer apon 
it, beginning with the minor part ? 
yet this is very ill, nay ablurdly advi- 
ſed. Foras I ſaid before, I bcleeve ] 
ſhall never ſee true diſcipline exerciſed 
in the Church of Enyland, untill the 
Lord ſo move upon the hearts of our 
Rulers, as to make them in(trumentall 
to put the Church into that capacity : 
which ordinarily cannot be wichout a 
nationall aſſembly ot learned, grave, 
moderate and godly Divines; choſen 
Cit poſlible) by the whole; and car- 
ryed on without tumule. And thata 
profeſſion of faith (it not already done) 
may be ſo clearly drawn up in- reſpe& 
of fundamentals in dofrine and wor- 
ſhip, according to evident rules of ho- 
ly Scripture, as may be eſtabliſhed to 
be the publique profeſſion of the Nati- 
on; which all whatſoever ſhould _ 
with peaceable ſpirits ſubmit unto, 
And alfo that the ſubjetts of the keyes 
in a national] Church may be more 
clearly determined, and liberty of con- 
ſcience better ſtated and bounded ; that 
the reformation of the-whole may grow 
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wp together, at leaſt in all the externals 
ot Chriſtian obedience. Otherwiſe 
how ſhall diſcipline be praCtiſed, if 
carnall and looſe Chriſtians ſhall be 
lett at liberty, whether they will come 
undcrit orno ? Now1 ſay, while they 
are within the vilible Church and King- 
dome of our Lord Jeſus, and profeile 
his Name in hope of etcrnall life, why 
ſhoald they not ſubmit to all his Lawes, 
as the way and means appointed ot 
that blefſed end ? And the ſame grounds 
that do warrant the reſtraining offen- 
ders trom evill, and the forcing of them 


to do their duty in reference to ſome. | 


ot the Lawes ot Chriſt, do warrant rhe 
doing of the like in reference to all the 
reſt of his royall Lawes. What is more 
ſucable, then that they that reign and 
rule only by Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould pur 


forth their power, and improveall theic * 


intereſt for the advancing of Chriſts 
Sceprer over all ? 

I confefſerheſe Geni]emen have ſome 
unhappy expreſſions, queſtioning our 
Church members; becauſe ( as they 


fay )the main inftruments of bringing i 


them to the true Religion in England, 


were ſuch as carryed it oh 'by a civill 
power ; | 
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' power;wi.en the outward calling ought 


ta be by the word only, web the moſt of 
our common people never had, they fay. 

Anſw. 1. 1 wiſh our Governours had 
that holy and grounded zeal tor the re- 
formation of what is amitfle now inthe 
Church, that our firſt reformers ex- 
prelſed in point of retormation in their 
generation. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh of a twofold 
ſtate of Church memberſhip, or the way 
of bringing people 10 be Church 
members, 1. Aliens of years are to be 
diſcipled and called by the Word bCtore 
they may be baptized and rectived into 
the Church ; and fo it was in the Apo- 
ſtles firſt planting of Churches, But 
2, Theſced of pertfons ſo called are by 
vertue of the Goſpell Covenant mem- 
bers borne 3 and upon that account are 
baptized : and when they come to years 
are as much under the obligation of 
all holy obſervances, as thoſe that are 
called by the word : So it was in the 
Church of the Jewes in reſpe& of all 
that were circumciſed ; ſo that Church 
memberſhip is and may be pleaded from 
birth priviledge, Gal. 2. 15. We who 
are Fewes by nature, &c. 

3. Our ficſt reformers did not force 
M 4 Hea- 
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Heathens to receive and proteſſe the 
Proteſtant Religion ; but reduced bap- 
tized erring Chriſtians unto that obe-» 
dience and reformation which their 
Baptiſine and profeſſion did oblige and 
ingage them unto ; according to the ex- 
amples of godly Kings and Prophets 
amongſt the Jewes, in caſeof defe&ion 
and irregularicy. I might produce dis 
vers inſtances of this holy and retigi- 
ous care and zeal in reforming ; but 
thoſe that are acquainted with the 
Scripture can remember the hiſtories of 
them. And orthodox Divines do gene- 
rally hold, that the Baptiſme of a Pa- 
piſt is valid, , andneed not be repea- 
ted : Andit need not be doubted, but 
upon that ground, the King of Spain 
or the French King, it the Lord ſhould 
give them a heart throughly convin- 
ced of, and afﬀfe&ted with the truth, 
might reduce their ſubje&ts (if they 
were able) to that conformity to the 
Lawes of Jeſus Chriſt which their 


Baptiſine doth oblige them to. Kome | 


it ſelf upon ſuch a reformation, might 
become atrue viſible Church, without 
any repeating either of the ordination 
of their Miniſters, or their Baptiſme. 

Were 
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Were all that ſuperfluicy of naughti- 
neſſe, from time to time contradted, 
in Do&rine, worſhip -.and diſcipline 
__ out; and all adminiſtrations 
made conformable to the Lawes of 
Jeſus Chriſt (as it was with them for 
ſome hundreds of years from the Apo- 
ſtles times) we could not tell what to 
obje&t againſt them, but might have 
communion with them. Say that we 
heretofore were a member of Rome, & re- 
ceived all ſacred ordinances from them; 
having now repented of the evils and 
abominations which the holy things of 
Chriſt were polluted with, and refor- 
med them according to the inſtitution z 
what can be objected againſt us,though 
we were put in polieſſion of the ordi- 
nances of Chriſt by means of the civill 
power ? 

4. If an argument drawn from ſuc- 
celle be of any force in any caſe,ſfurely 
in ſupernaturall and fpirituall events 
above any other :- and we are not left 
without innumerable evidences of the 
divine operations upon the ſouls of 
many in our Nation, through the 
bleſſing of the Lord upon the ufe of 
thoſe holy adminiſtrations of the Cos» 

venant, 
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venant, which ourgrſt reformets wich 
zeal, care and power brought our fa- 
thers under ; blefſed be God for this 
unſpeakable pitt. 
This for . fifth thing propoſed 
concerning diſcipline. 
6. The fixth and laft is this, That ho- 
l | ly diſcipline is ſo to be ordered, that 
ul the edification of all may be bc(t fur- 
thered and preſerved, and the objcRs of 
Church cenſures may be kealed rather 
then hurt by them. Sometimes the 
Church muſt rebuke ſome, that the 
reſt may fear; and ſentence ſome few, 
moft notorious offenders, when many 
deſerve the ſame puniſhment,rather then 
Indanger the peace, union and editicati- 
on of the Church ; punith and chaſtiſe 
what they can, with the health and 
ſafety of the whole: and with pati- 
ence bear and forbear, when the reme- 
dy is liketo prove worſe then the dif- 
caſe. Lawfull things are not alwaies 
expedient, nor confiſt with charity. 
| . It isa good ſaying of Cyprian menti- 
oned by Calvin, Let the Charch merciful- 
ty corre phat they can, and what they can- 
zot, let them patiently ſuffer, and: with love 
groan and lament it : And to the ſame 
| purpoſe 
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purpoſe he brings in the advice of Au- 
geuſtine, touching the abounding of 
drunkennefſe in Africe ; this and the 
like evils (according to his adgement ) 
are to be taken away, not roughly, nor 
afrer an imperious njanner ; bat more 
by teaching then commanding z more 
by admoniſhing then by. threarning 3 
and that is the way to deal with a 
multitude of (inne1's; ſeverity muſt be 
exerciſed on the fm of a few, &c. And 
he concludeth thus ; The command of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.'5. 7. to calt Out the 
wicked, isin no caſe to be negletted, 
when it may bedone without perill of 
brealfing the peace of the Church, In- 
ftitut. hb. 4. cap. 12. Se. 11.19. 

And we may take norice, that'where 
there is memion made of the Apoſtles 
exerciſing of Diſcipline. it is only” up- 
on particular perſons, and not npon 2 
muleitade : when he findes many guilty 
of evill pratites, ke teproves, admo- 
niſhes, and threatens to come with the 
rod, 2 Cor.12.20, K'13 21. 1C07:4.21, 

And truly, astheftate of things now 


Fands, I think-it wit! be found « very 


difficult thing to get Into poſſeflion of 
the txue way of diſcipline, and to make 
_ "that 
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thatuſe of it, that the Churches peace 
and edification may be promoted and 
not prejudiced by it. For either the 
ſuppoſed unregenerate in the Church 
ſhall (on che one hand) be caſt off and 
ſeparated from, as in the Independent 
way and ſome others; or elſe (on the 
other hand) the diſſenting brethren 
will be judged ſchiſmacical, tur cauſing 
divihons and ſeparations in the 
Church, contrary to the Do@rine of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And therefore our con- 
dition is the more ſad, in that Diſci- 
pline which tends ſo much to the wel- 
being of the Church can ſo hardly be 
attained amongſt us. Thus I have gi- 
yen you my judgement and apprehen(i- 
ons in this point. 

Now in the next place, Becauſe theſe 
Gentlemen have commended a way of 
Diſcipline to the godly, I ſhall crave 
leave a little to examine it 3 whether 
it be ſuch a one as godly men may ſafely 
receive and uſe as the diſcipline of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; and not rather reje& it, as 
having nothing of Chriſt in the riſe 
and root of it, according to holy Scri- 
pture : and this I ſhalldo very briefly, 
becauſe have ſaid ſo much to the point 
already, It's 
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1.1t's well they acknowledge our pa- 
rochiall congregations to be true 
Churches, though it be bur in a large 
ſenſe : for being ſuch, they come under 
the ſame lawes and priviledges exter- 
nally, which belong to true Churches 
in the ftrieſt ſenſe ; that is,unlefſe they 
can finde a different rule in Scripture 
fortrue Churches, though nor in the 
ſame degree of purity ; which believe 
they cannot, becauſe I do not tinde bur 
Laodicea and Philadelphia, as they were 
both true Churches, fo they were both 
under the ſame rule, &c. 

2. They confeſſe that none but ſuch 
as are already excommunicated, and 
ſuch as ought to be excommunicated, 
are to be kept from the Sacrament : and 
in this Mr. H. and they ſeem to be a- 
greed, pag. 27. provided ( fay they) 
that Mr.H. mean ſuch as of right oughc 
to be excommunicated by the Church. 
For his meaning, they may be ſure he 
doth not mean that Church members 
ſhould be cenſured withour regular tri- 
all, and that by a Church that is in a 
fit capacity to hear and judge, and 
ſentence according to divine rule. Bus 
how will theſe gentlemen prove = 
| rne 
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che greater part in a pariſh are ſuch as of 
right ought to be excommunicated, and 
ncver pur it to the triall, whether their 
| {infulnetle beof chat nature, for which » 
Wit. excommunication may and ought to be * 
1418 inflited ? Ic is obſtinacy and wilfull 
perſiſting in grolle (ins, after private and 
publick admonition, that is to be pu- 
niſhed with excommunication 3; and 
how can they know that the greater 
part of a pariſh do fo fin, when they 
never admoniſh them, either privately 
or publickly ? Sure there mutt be a clear 
conviction of their fins, and all fair and 
amicable Chriſtian. meaus uſed to re- 
claim them, betore they can judge any 
in their pariſh excommunicable ; were 
they in a capacity thus autboricatively 
todeal with them, which I think they 
are not. 

3- But they ſay, This i @ moſt generally 
received truth, that every particular congre- 
gation bath power in it ſelf to refaxme it ſelf, 
according towhat ſhall be praficable to them, 
pag. 158. To which I (ball appoſe their 
own words, pag.7: 10. Where firſt they 
ſay, T hat the ignorant. and profane muſt be 
witkdragn from, becau|e it is clear, they can= 
ut be regularly coſt ot by diſcipline, neither 

i 
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is there any way bow they ſhould be rightly ex- 
communicated ; for that the major part sf the 
Church is corrupt 3 and the Jame ma) be well 
[uppoſed of moſt of the mixt paroch1all core 
gregations in England: and will not excom- 
municate, nor are fit to dojo, nor to chuje 
officers to do it, pag, 9, 10. 

Now is not thisa ſtrange thing ? they 
condemn Mr.Humfrgy tor not tecting up 
Diſcipline in his Church : and {trongly 
aſſert, That every Congregation hath power ty 
reform it elf, and yet they ſay it is clear, 
that the ignorant and profane cannot be regu- 
larly caſt out by Diſcipline, nor i there any 
way how they ſhould be rightly excommuni- 
cated, Reader, Canſt thoudehire a bet- 
ter juſtification of Mr. Humfreys preſent 
pratiſe in the matter of the Sacrament, 
then theſe mens own words ? It he can- 
not reform in a righs way, muſt he and 
others undergoe reproach, becaule they 
dare not exerciſe diſcipline in a wrong 
Way, as theſe gentlemen do? There are 
many ſober and godly Miniſters thac 
Judge it better not rv pretend to diſci- 
plineat all ; then co takeup that way 
to which ſome give the name, when 
there is nothing of the nature of 
true diſcipline, If we cannot exerciſe 
it 
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itaright, why ſhould any be centured 
fornot exerciling ict wrong ? To doe 
evill that good may come, che Apoſtle 
judges damnable : fo rarcly ir is that 
good ends andevill means ftand toge- 
ther. 

Objecz. Burt they fay, If they cannot regularly 
excommunicate the ignorant and (candalous 
that are excommunirable, then the Miniſter | 

l and theſe that are convinced of their duty to |} 

[ come up to a more cloſe communion and fellow- 

| ſhip in the Gojpell, maſt withdraw from the | 

corrupt majority 3 and wait for their coming in 

Y f upon the ſame termes agreed upon by the minor 

'W/ 5 part ; andfor this they commend to us 

| [ Mat. 18, 

I. Itis very harſh to ſay, that the ig- 

ye. norant in rf Church are for that ex- 
communicable ; they may exprefle cheic 

defires to learn, and uſe the means ap- 
pointed to that end ; and ſonot be ex- 

87 it communicable, nor to be ſeparated 

41 from. And for the ſcandalous, they |; 
8 are tobetryed, as was hinted befare, ' 
1 and then excommunicated if there be ' 

! | juſt cauſe: elſethey ſhall be deprived | 
of a ſpeciall ordinance of the Church, 

T, intended as the laſt remedy to convert 

|| the obſtinate finner from his evill 
| gayes: 
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waies: Anda@avic is a means of con« 
verfion(as theſe Gentlemen do confeſs) 
the Magiſtrate may conſtrain all in the 
Church to come under it, and ſubmit 
cO it. 

They fay, Jeſus Chrif ſhould rule Þy the 
IWord of his moutb,end not by the Magiſtrates 
compelling edifts : and yetthey ſay, That 
in bringing all to converting ordinances (they 
humbly conceive ) the Magiſtrate is to put 
forth his power,pag.176. And then will it 
not hence follow, that as diſcipline is 
a means of converſion, the Magiſtrate 
is to put forth his power for the 
bringing ofall under ic. Yea, doubt- 
leſſe, and to aſſiſt the Church in the 
ſerling, exerciſe and execution of ir, 
And co withdraw without a judici- 
all proceeding, neither doth nor can 
attain the true end; but doth har- 
den and prejudice ſinners a great deal 
more, and ſo makes them worſe in 
ſtead of making them better. The 

end of withdrawing {according to 
the Scripture) is to bring the perſons 
withdrawn from, to ſhame and re- 
pentance ; and is this a likely way to 
attain that end, for a Miniſter and 
ſome ten or twenty of his people, to 

N with- 
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withdraw from three or tour hun- 
dred (as in ſome places would be the 
caſe) they all proteſling the. rrue Re- 
ligion 2 Do theſe men think the Apo- 
file meant ſuch a withdrawing, to 
bring ſinners in the Church to ſhame ? 
The rule is in reference to a difor- 
derly brother to bring him to ſhame; 
but in our times applyed to hundreds 
at once, by the minor part in a 
Church; and that very unfitly too ; 
there being many in ſome ſuch  pla- 
ces, that as truly fear God, and live 
in Chriftian obedience beyond ſome 
of them that withdraw from them 3 
who yet had rather be reckoned among 
linners, then to joine with 'them, 
that by ſchiſme break the peace of the 
Church. 

Beſides, grant that many of them 
ſhould be excommunicable, doth that 
warrant a ſeparation, when it is nor 
in our power to doit regularly ? Ic is 
ten to one that thoſe that are ſo zea- 
lous for ſeparating, did never deal 
with their offending brethren, ſo far 
as they lawfully may and ought, to 
amend them. It we ſhould deal thus 
in the Kingdome of this world,as = 
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do in the Kingdome. of Chriſt, there 
would be but a fad iccompr given of 
many ſubje&s thereip: If it were 
enough 'to ſay ſuch are fcllons ant 
hangable by the Law, and thereupon 
never bring them to triall, butſknock 
them on the head, and there's an end 
of them; How lont think you would 
this Chmmon-wealth ſtand, were fuci 
a confuſton and barbariſme tole- 
rated? 

Suppoſe theſe Gentlemen in Glceſter- 
ſhire arerun into a dangerous way of 
ſchiſme in the Church, through error 
and miſtake; would they be content 
(without' any ordinary means uſed to 
convince them of their error, or war- 
ning and admoniſhing them to ret) 
to be forthwith ſentenced by a. Benc 
of Elders, as ſchiſmaticall perſons,and 
upon that accompt ſuſpended from 
their Miniſtry ? I think they would 
not. Andyet by what they appear by 
their Book to be, I think they are 
ſcarce qualified as Biſhops ought to be, 
thitundertake the rule of Chriſts Flock; 
and my prayer is, that their uncha- 
ritable praftiſes may not be an oc- 
calion of deftroying many weak 
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brethren for whom Chriſt died, 

As for Mat. 18. it comes now to be 
examined; that we may fee how it is 
appliable to theſe new found models 
of Diſcipline hinted at by theſe men 
in the preamble of their Book. And 
it is moſt clear and certain that the 
main ſcope of our Saviour Is to teach 
us theſe two things in generall. 

Firſt, That the meaneſt perſon coming to 
Chriſt andprofeſſing faith in bim, is not to 
be deſpiſed. 

Secondly, That not to deal with offen- 
ding brethren mm the way and order by him 
there preſcribed s to deſpiſe them, And 
then tor the way preſcribed by our 
Saviour, it ought to begin with pri- 
vate admonition in caſe of a brother 
offending, and if that prevail for his 
amendment, he is not to be put to pub- 
lick ſhame : but if that will not work 
_ him, then upon ſufficient proof 
of the fat, he may and ought to be 
complained of to the Church, and the 
Church may convent him before them, 
admonith co conteſſe and reform his fin. 
But if {out of obſtinacy' he ſtubbornly 


refuſc to hear the Church, after firſt and + 


ſecond admonition,then to be caſt out, 
not otherwiſe, Now 
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Now what is there in all this to fa- 
vour or warrant theſe Gentlemeng 
praiſe? do they proceed after this 
manner witch every offending brother 
in their ſeverall pariſhes, before they 
deny them Chriſtian communion in the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper 2 It 
not, why will they urge a rule from 
Jelus Chriſt to others, which they 
themſelves will not praiſe? Would 
they have others do that themſelves 
neither will nor can do, as themſelves 
confefſe, where the greater part is cor- 
rupt? And this being the caſe of moſt 
Pariſhes in England, how ſhall we take 
ap an eftabliſhmenc of diſcipline from 
this place ? Why, they tell us,by with- 
drawing from the major part of che 
Church : Bur then it will be deman- 
ded, whether this Scripture do war- 
rant any ſuch praiſe; and it muſt 
needs be granted it doth not. Thus you 


may ſee how ſutable theſe new models - 


are to thoſe Scriptures alledged by 
themſelves for proof thereof. 

But to proceed a little further con- 
_— this Scripture, Mat. x38. The 
greateſt difficulty (as I conceive) lies 
in the word Church, when our Saviour 
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[| 183 The Scripture Rail examined, 
bids tell the Church : 1 ſhall give my : 
thoughts concerning that alto, and , , 
leave them to the intelligent reader to ' 
conuder. 
7. | conceive our Saviours rules here 
given in 1111s caſe, reſpeCted the preſent : 
| 


Ge —_—_ 


itate of the Jewes Church, as well as 
the Chriſtian Churches in atter times ; 
and was praQticable in that preſent ſtate 
of the Jewes Church. 

2. According to the ſame rules and 
order his Diſciples and their fol- 
lowers ſhould aCt in after ages,as verl. 
18. doth plainly ſhew. 

Concerning the former ot theſe,as the 
rule given by our Saviour reſpected 
[0 the preſent ſtate of the Jewes, and was 
'f practicable in that Church, we are to 
l inquire whether the complaint were t6 
| 3h be made to the whole Church conſt 

\ 
| 
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ſting of rulers and ruled, aſſembled to- 
Þ ! gether in holy worlhip;z or to the 
as Rulers and Officers of the Church on= z 
ly, afſembled in a.Court of Judicature, 
for the hearing of complaints,and try- 
ing of offenders, and puniſhing evill 
manners. 
| | To this I anſwer, That to one it 
ſcems very probable, that Church here 
is 
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is to beraken in the latter ſenſe ; be- 
cauſe the common people among the 
Jewes, never had any tuch authority 
in that Church,as to judge of manners, 
and cenſure according to the rule gi- 
ven by our Saviour in this Scripture. 
But it is clear that they had a Councell 
of Elders called the Sanhedrin, Mat. 5. 
22, that judged of manners, and pu- 
niſhed ſuch as reviled their brother, 
intimated in theſe words, He that ſhall 
fay to bis Brother, Racha, (hall be in dan- 
ger of the Councell or Sanhedrin. The Pha- 
riſees and chief Prictts were chief in that 
Councell, or it conſiſted wholly of 
them ; for they undertook to caſt out 
of the Synagogue, Job. 9. & 12. And 
when Saul breathed out threatnings 
againſt the Saints, in zeal of reducing 
them. to the Church from which they 
were departed and ſeduced, as he 
thought, he went to the chief Prieſts 
and all the eftate of the Elders for 
his commiſhon, and he received autho- 
rity from them, to bring both men and 
women unto Jeruſalem to be pu- 
niſhed, A. 22.:5. And that eſtate of 
Elders in the originall is called a Pref- 
bytery, which alſo ſhewes that it was 
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made up of chiet Officers of the Church 
called Presbyters ; ſome of which were 
chiet Prieſts, the other Phariſees, and 
ſome ſuburdinate Presbyters were joy- 
ned with them to make up that afſem- 
bly, having authority to judge of 
manners according to the Lawes of 
God: however upon miſtake they 
punithed the true profeſſors of the 
Ch:ittan Religion, yer not under the 
notion of profefſors of the true Reli- 
gion, but outof zeal to reduce the be- 
leeving Jewes to conformity to the old 
adminiſtration, as judging it till in 
torce, as it was delivered by Moſes. 

It any make queſtion whether this 
Presbytery (according to the Text ) 
were theChurch to whom complaint 
wasto be made concerning ſtubborn 
offenders, 1 an{wer, that Councell or 
Presbytery was made up of the chict 
Officers ofthe whole Church, and fo 
the Church repreſentative, on whom 
alone all the authority of the Church 
was involved, for the puniſhing of ſin, 
and preſerving the peace of the whole. 
And for the word Church, they that are 
acquairted with theOrigina] language, 
know it is uſed for any afſmbly, or 
con- 
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congregation called together, whether 
to civillor ſacred ends; and fo thele 
Elders and Rulers of the Jewes afſem- 
bled together for the ends aforeſaid are 
not unproperly called a Church. 

And for thelatter thing propounded 
betore,namely thar the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches in aſter ages are to proceed by the 
(amerule, and in the ſame order the 
Church of the Jewes then did, that is 
to ſay, by a Presbytery, ſeems to me 
very probable. For firſt of all there 
were inuſe in the Chriſtian Church, 
in reference to the rule and govern» 
ment thereof,the ſame names that were 
in the Church of the Jewes, which is 
a ſign that there was the ſame thing. 
Saint Pau! who was well acquainted 
with the nature of the Presbytery at Fe- 
rafalem,trom whom he received authori- 
ty to trouble the beleeving Jewes, cals 
an affembly of Elders or Church officers 
a Presbytery,ot which what better rea- 
ſon may be conceived then this, the 
reſemblance that was between this El- 
derſhipand the great Councel in the 
Church of the Jewes? It is clear the 
Apoſtles themſelyes did order all things 
in the Church ; ordained Elders, and 
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authorized them in the Name :of Chriſt 
to ordain others, &c. And they were 
as much Rulers and Ofhcers over the 
Carholick Church, as tae chiet Prieſts 
and Elders were to the Jewes. And 
hence in the Apoſtolical Churches, Ocr- 
dination ot Miniſters was derived trom 
them that were Officers 'to the whole 
Church ; and in a moſt immediate man - 
ner, by Jeſus Chriſt were conſtituted 
to to be: which makes me inclinable 
to beleeve, that tho(e (till that are or- 
dained Othicers tor the good and bene-- 
fit of the whole, ſhould be ordained by 
juch a Presbytcry that are intruſted 
wich that power, by the Othcers of the 
whole as much as may be. So farre am 
I from conſenting te theſe men that 
eakeit for granted, that the common 
members of a particular ſociety, may 
chuſe and inſtall their own officers. 
Now what is there iv all chis for that 
pretended way of diſcipline which theſe 
Gentlemen comment to their reader ? 
here is not the leaſt warrant for any 
to {eparate from the Church, or with. 
draw (tor all is cne) nor for the peo- 
ple to rule, and chuſe their own Oth- 
cers, nor tor impoling a Church Co- 
venant, 
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venant, explicitly to be protelſcd in 
the congregation ; and thoſe that will 
not come up to this and ſuch like 
termes, muſt not be admitted nnto 
Sacramentall communion. Nor is here 
any warrant for ſentencing Church 
members before a regular triall ; nay 
here is no warrant for any {ingle Mi- 
niſter to ſet up diſcipline over his peo* 
ple, without the conſent and conjun- 
Qtivn of the reverent brethren of the 
Miniſtry with them. The key of di- 
icipline is not at all in one alone, but 
rather in the whole togethcr. 

A word more on that Scripture, as it 
is direCted to the Apoſlles, verl. 18,19, 


20. and ſo in them to the officers of 


the Church in ſucceeding ages to the 
end of the world. Jerily (taith our 
Saviour there) if two of you ſhall agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they ſhall 
aſke, it ſhall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven: for where two or three 
are gathered together in my Name, there am 
I in the midſt of them. Theſe words ſeem 
to have reterence unto what was ſpo- 
ken before concerning the authority of 
the Jewes Church Officers; and our 
2aviour would have his Apoſtles to 
KNOW 
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know, that though their authority 
may ſeem to the world, yea, and to 
themſelves to be weak and contempti- 
ble in reſpe& of that great bench of 
Elders, generally ſubmitted unto by 
the Jewes, yet they ſhould have as 
greatauthoricty to binde and looſe as 
the other; nay two of them by the 
authority given them by the Lord of 
the Church, ſhould be «equivalent to 
their great authority : And we know 
it came ſo to paſſe. They had power to 
work miracles, and were inſpired with 
an extraordinary ſpirit; and had ſome 
ſpeciall promiſes peculiar tov them 
alone, as well as gifts. They had 
power to givethe holy Ghoſt by impo- 
tition of hands; and an extraordinary 
power in prayer, and power to puniſh 
and kill the bodies ot men for ſacri- 
ledge and hypocrilie. And we know 
the very Church it e)t is ſaid to be 
buiit upon the foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
{e]t being the chiet corner-ſtone. Now 
what is this to theſe Miniſters in Glo- 
ceſter-ſhire + Dare twoor three of them 
aſſume this power ( for I ſup- 
pole all the Miniſters of the Coun- 
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ty arenot of their minde and way) to 
do as the Apoſtles did ? Suppoſe they 
be Miniſters of the Goſpell, is the 
Church built upon them, or their Do- 
&rine 2 Where have they any ſuch pro- 
miſe that they ſhall not erre; and 
whatſoever they ſhall agree to aske,ſhall 
be done for them of the Father ot Je- 
ſus Chriſt ? They plead their 'ſerious 
and ſolemn ſeeking of God ; and com- 
mend unto as their model of Diſcipline, 
as the reſult of their ſerious debates, 
and returns of their prayers ; but that 
authority will not fatisfie judicious 
Chriſtians, when the thing it ſelt is fo 
inconſiſtent with the generall rules of 
the Word, as hath ,been ſhewed. Be- 
ſides it is well known, that in many 
places the Miniſters of the Goſpell have 
uſed the like means in behalt of them- 
ſelves and their people, yet but tew 
have run into their waies, but either 
fall into ſome allociation of Churches 
and Presbyteries, framing ſuch expedi- 
ents, as (in a manner) bring in all ur- 
der a capacity of Sacramentall commu- 
nion and diſcipline, as in Worceſter- 
ſire and other places; or elſe carry on 
the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt by ver- 
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ue of their office as well as they can 
without Diſcipline; as being convin- 
ed of their incapacity for the preſent 

o attain unto the true end and exercife 
thereof, notwithſtanding all their 
ſearch, diſquilition, and indevours to 
ſatishe one another therein. And the 
{ſerious d: bates and ſeeking of God con- 
cerning this, ſhould move to own and 
aſſent ro what is concluded thereup- 
on ; I conceive it more ſafe to adhere 
to the greater part of ſober Divines that 
have been ſerious in the uſe of theſe and 
all other means, to ſatisfic rhemſelves 
and others, as well as thoſe men, and 
yer darenot in the leaft degree counte- 
nance their way and practiſe. I would 
aske them this queſtion, whether they 
did ever read of any ſuch praiſe, that 
a few particular Miniſters, by thelr 
own authority, have had the boldneſſe 
to. withdraw trom the greatcii part of 
their flocks, and ſetup a way of Diſci- 
pline of their own framing? and upon 
the matter unchurch the greate(t part 
of their CONTGregations, allowing them 
no other priviledge in the Church, 
then they would to Pagans. Did the 
Apoſtlcs cycr make to bold with any 
Chii- 
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Chriſtian congregation thac adhered 


to the Goſpell adminiſtrations ? or did 
they everauthorize ordinary Presbyters 
todo ſo? Nay, did any ordinary Pref(- 
bycerin the Apoſtles time, exercile Di- 
ſcipline but upon the command of the 
Apoſtles? or do we finde them any 
where blamed becauſe they did not do 
it? I verily beleeve theſe Gentlemen 
may not afſume ſuch an intereſt in the 
exerciſe of the Key ot Diſcipline as the 
Apoſtles had, and yet they are more by- 
fie with the rod then cver any of the 
Apoſtles were. Alas! it's pity ſome 
care is not taken to reſtrain their impe- 
rious uſurpation over their ſeverall 
flocks. I think, tince the cealing of the 
Apoſtles office, it is more fſutable to 
the Scripture alledged, and other Scri- 
ptures, to ele ſuch Presbytecries to 
judge of manners in the Church,as were 
conſtituted in the Church of the Jewes, 
which our Saviour approved of; which 
yet would come ſhore of being <quall 
with the Apdſtles, in refpeſt of the au- 
thority which they had in the Church 
of Chriſt ; though they were in all pla- 
ces men of the beſt qualificarions tor 
Rule, that any attain co in our times z 
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and fo Ihave done with that Scripture, 
Mat. 18. 

I will trouble the reader but with 
two or three paſſages more about their 
new modell ; for I havea good minde 
to draw to an end , and my other oc- 
cafions will not permit me to do much 
in theſe waics. Pag. 4. they cell us of 
the drawing up a profeſſion of faith, 
wherein they acknowledge their for- 
mer Ahominations in worſhip,profeſſing their 
repentance before the Lord for them. Con- 
cerning which 1 ſay, It isa ſtrange ex- 
preſſion of Chriſtians, except they were 
ſuch as camenewly out of Paganiſme, 
or Popery at leaſt. What abominati- 
ons of worlhip have been eſtabliſhed 
or practiſed in our Church fince the re- 
formation of it ? Is itnot ſtrange that 
the Miniſters ofthe Church, who ſhould 
be ready to defend the Church from the 
wicked {landers and reproaches of Ana» 
baptiſts and other Separatiſts, ſhould 
thus publickly join with them, and 
that in ſuch a publick way before the 
world too } How many powerfull and 
{uccelſcfull Miniſters of the Goſpell, 
now with Jeſus Chriſt in glory, have 
juſtified all che ordinary parts of Gods 
Wors 
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worſhip, as it was praCtiſed in our pub- 

lick aſſemblies all along,and contormed 

thercunto cheartully in reſpe& of the 

ſubſtance ot our worſhip ! Indeed there 

were ſome netdlefſe ceremonies uſed 

abour' worſhip, which were declared by 

the Church to be no part of the wor- 

ſhip : now thele were born as burthens 

which many of the godly delired to be 

caled of by their remova!l; burtit ne- 

ver came into their thoughts, that they 

were guilty of abominations in wor- 

ſhip becauie of them. How doth 

Mr. Hilderſham in his LeCtures upon 

Fob. 4. juſtihe che Church of FEnyland 

as a tine Church, and the feverall 

parts of worſhip praftiled therein, 

as being according ro the inſtitution 

of the Lord ? And how doth he trom 

thence blame chole that ſepararcd, or 

negleFed the publick prayers of the 

Church ; and yet himfclt was one of the 

old non- coniormitts? And Mr. Cotton 

thar went into new Evrpland, wrieng 

an Eptfile to Lat Book, doh therein 

highly commend the Author tir many 
things; but in a fſpccia!l manner for 
confuting the leparations ot the Brow- 

' niſts : and herepeats what another re- 
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orted of him, ſtyling him the hammer 
of Schilmaticks, commonly called 
Browniſts. 

Thoſe Gentlemen talk of the Covee 
nant eſtabliſh-d in Chriit, into which 
they require a protelſion to enter, of 
thoſe they ad nit to partake of the Seal 
of that Covenanr, pay. 10- 

Concerning this, 1 ay it were well 
it they would a& according to their 
own words : tov: *ﬀIs c*rtain all Church 
communion is ſuunded upon covenant 
relation ; And th:5tc (whoſe admitr ance 
to the Sacrament we plead for) are tup- 
poſed to have enced Covenant relati- 
on, cither in their parents, or in their 
own perſonal! profcſiion of the true 
Religion that holy Scri; tures teach, or 
bath, and their voluntiry adhering to 
the admiuiſtrations of the Covenant, 
doth atteſt their eniring the Covenant, 
and their continuing and abiding in 
that relation ; Jet them {ay what they 
can to the contrary. 

Burt they fay, Perſons that have entred 
Covenant, may back -/lide and io that 1ilaticn 
ceaſe, (and they inſtance in Simon AMa- 
gs) but thoſe thet brake bread were [uch 
as cont inwed in the Apoſiles dogrin, AQ. 2442 
And 


=—_ > Dec a Aa oo. © 


Em nn re en ee me —  —— 


The Scripture Rail examined, 


— — — 


cet OD > ——— 


And back-ſliders are not Is be admitted to furs 
ther communion. 


[ 1. How do they k:ow that Simon Ma- 
ous tcl1 oft rom the Cliiiftian pro tcllion, 
| when the laſt we read concerning hun, 
] is his retracting his crronevus tht uphs, 
| deliring the Apoultle 16 pray for him, 


that none of thoulc evils might COUINEe 
upon him? 
r 2. Suppo'c he did back flide and re- 


1 nounce his Baptiſme and protiflion, 
'C would he then have delired Chriftian 
'C communion in the Ordinances ot 
J= Chriſt? what more ablurd ? 
j- 3. Weonly plead tor ſuch to break 
ir bread,that continue in the Apoſtles [v- 
ae | Arine; which we lay all do,that adbere 
or ro the adminiftrations of Jeſus Chriſt, 
O ſet up in his Church, as the ordina- 
\t ry means of obtaining Covenant grace, 
nt, Andtor what they tay concerning rc- 
in newing of our Covenant with God after 
icy | detection from him, we heartily allow 
of it; provided it be done ;according 
red - | to theScripture, Deute29.10,11,12,0c, 
tin | N:bem. 10. 25G. Where in the perſons of 
\la- | the chiet, the whole ingaged to walk in 
luch all the waics of the Lord; and tg, ob- 
2.42 | {erveand do all his commandcments, 
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and his judgement, and his ſtatutes. 
This is contrary to theſe men, that 
would {ct up,a Rail co hinder Chriſti- 
ans trom vbltrving all Gods Com- 
mands ; nay rather to uncovenant a 
pevple in Covenant, then ingage them 
eo review Covinant, and walk wor- 
thy their Covenant relation, in their 
obſervance of all covenant Ordinan= 
ces, in hope ot bleſſing. And I] with, 
that if che Church cannot, the Magi- 
ſtrate would rake down the high places, 
that hinder the Lurds people trom wor- 
ſbipping at the only place of wor- 
ſhip. It ſome have liberty to worſhip 
at Danand Bethel, why thould any be 
reſtrained trom worſhipping at Jeruſa- 
im, anddoing their homage and fer- 
vice in remembrance ot Chriſt who di- 
ed for {inners ? 

I had thought to have added a word 
concerning, the fourth and laſt thing 
propoſed in the beginning ot this Exa- 
minatiun ; as it was urged by Mr. Hum- 
frey; nam-ly, that Miniſters ought to 
do their dutics as they are Miniſters, 


_ though Diſcipline be wanting; and 


cannot well be attained as things ſtand : 
of Which dutics, the adminiſtration of 
the 
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che Sacrament is one, which by their 

office they are bound to performe ; as 

| they will anſwer the neglc& thereot to 

41 Jelus Chrift himſelt, who commands 

i the obſervance of all his holy Or- , 

| dinances in the Church, for the fee- 

ding ot his flock: And thole thar 

love him will make conſcience in their 

: places, to be faithfull ro him that hath 

| appointed them, Bat 1 tear I have been : 
| too tedious already. And Mr. Humfrey 

in his Rejoynder to Door Drake hath 

f abundantly given ſatisfation in the 

- vindication of this and other crurhs af- 

, ſerted in his former Book : And it he 

c ſhall chink theſe Gentlemen worthy ot 

* any further anſwer ; I ſhall rather leave 

" it to himleclt, then do any thing that 

s may hinder the Church of God of the 

faithfull and profitable Jabours of him 

or any others. 
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P 4s. 3. line 7. forreprove read reproach, p. 4.4. 

24, put ont may, p. 12.4, 8. f. when 7, whar, 
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